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Gissing �ingers
We are a small, friendly group who meet each Monday evening in Gissing Village Hall to 

sing a variety of music. We celebrated our fifth birthday last year and would like some 

new members to swell our numbers. Most of our members were new to singing when they 

joined and many don’t read music. Singing is really good for the soul – as we know from 

watching Gareth Malone’s specially formed choirs on BBC TV – so if you can sing in tune, 

have lots of enthusiasm and would like to give something new a go for 2014 why not give 

us a try?

We sing unaccompanied and are keen on recruiting more men, particularly tenors, but we 

will welcome ‘new blood’ whatever the range of your voice. We are hoping to take part in 

a joint choirs event at Thetford on March 15th when there will be an afternoon workshop 

to rehearse three items with other choirs to perform in a public concert that evening. 

Ring Andrew Pierssene on 01379 674518 for details. I look forward to hearing from you!
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Burston news

st Mary’s Burston
It’s always good to get together with neighbouring 
groups in the parish, and this last Christmas saw 
various such events. St Mary’s combined with 
Burston Chapel for a ‘carols by candlelight’ service 
on the Sunday before Christmas, and before that 
we joined Burston School for a Christingle service. 
At both services we were very fortunate to have 
Pastor Sam giving the talk and reminding us of 
what Christmas is really about. It was Burston’s 
turn to hold Midnight Mass for the five parishes 
in the benefice, and this was well supported, 
too. The church looked lovely, lit by candles and 
lanterns, kindly lent. It was particularly good to 
welcome Austrian visitors to the service. In addition 
to the church services, the Friends of Burston 
Church organised a very successful and enjoyable 
Dickensian evening, with Peter Creswell and his 
Singers. 

2013 was a successful year for fund-raising by the 
Friends. I haven’t yet mentioned the very successful 
Fish and Chips Quiz Supper, in October. By all 
accounts it was the usual mixture of hilarity and 
fierce competition. Many people helped enormously 
to make this such a success – but particular thanks 
to Len for organising and being Question Master.

We look forward in 2014 to the usual mix of 
entertainment, fund-raising and coming together for 
worship. St Mary’s PCC has agreed a programme 
of services on the fourth Sunday of every month, 
designed to appeal to different styles of worship. 
This is one of the outcomes of our recent church 
development plan, for which we interviewed groups 
of people, asking what they most like about church 
services. As a result, we will be including two fourth 
Sunday Praise and Prayer services (January and 
May), two Fourth Sunday Taizé services (March 
and October) and two Fourth Sunday Evening 
Prayer services, using the 1662 prayer book (June 
and November). We hope that everyone will find 
something they like.

Rachel Hobson

Church Hire
If you are interested in hiring St Mary’s Church for a 
special event, contact Anne Hyde on 07733 182525. 
Tables, chairs and tableware are also for hire.

A buffet can also be provided.

Luncheon Club is for retired folk from Burston 
and the surrounding villages. Members meet in the 
church on the fourth Thursday of each month – any 
enquiries to Sybil Peck on 01379 741410.

Youth Café is in full swing every Thursday during 
term. If you are aged 11–14, come and join us for 
games, free pizza and milkshake from 3.45–5.15 in 
the church.

Amanda Pilates During the winter months, classes 
are held at Tivetshall Village Hall each Tuesday at 
10.15. Contact Amanda on 07557 025513.www.
amandapilates.com 

Burston Chapel
Services – Sunday 11am and 6.30pm.

Prayer Meeting – Tuesdays 8pm (call 01379 
741816 for details)

Jamie’s Gang (school age club) – Wednesday in 
term time.


obituaries

Sybil Seaman 1917–2013 Born the second youngest 
of six children, Sybil grew up in Gissing and married 
Wilfred, an agricultural worker, in 1951. She excelled 
in all household skills and they were both keen 
gardeners, needing only to buy milk, butter, meat, 
sugar and flour. A devoted couple, they enjoyed long 
walks and bicycle rides as well as visiting friends 
and family.

Sybil, whose Christian faith was very real, had 
attended Church weekly since childhood and later 
taught at Sunday School. After retirement they 
moved to Burston and Sybil immediately became 
an active member of Burston Church, happy to help 
in practical ways such as cleaning and fund raising. 

Winfarthing Group Rector writes…

Abuse and exploitation
 

l wonder if you also get fed up and probably depressed by all the news we hear 
about in the media about exploitation by one sovereign state over another; exploi-
tation of individuals and of the world’s resources? How multi-national companies 
seem to get away with violence towards their workers and then refuse to pay 
proper taxes. A world where all we hear about is war and civil conflict. A world 
where mindless acts of murder, rape, torture, physical and mental abuse are used 
to subjugate individuals. A world in which an individual feels completely useless, 
powerless and alienated. (a biblical term before use by Marx).

I also get annoyed when people who are in positions of authority misuse the trust 
placed in them, such as Priests and Nuns abusing children. Members of Parliament 
fiddling their expenses, police not telling the truth and then attempting to cover 
up the situation. 

l despair of Bankers, Financiers and corporations who lost our money, causing the 
financial crisis we are in and some of the scandalous schemes that they have used 
to regain some of the losses.

These are just some of the events of life that l have been thinking about ; in other 
words the world has not changed. When will nations, corporations and individu-
als be called to account for their actions?

l love the passage in Paul’s letter to the Romans Chapter 2 and verse 16 ‘And so, 
according to the Good News I preach, this is how it will be on that Day when 
God through Jesus Christ will judge the secret thoughts of all’. l note the ‘secret 
thoughts of all’ part; for all those who think that they have got away with their 
wrong dealings, will one day have to face Christ as judge.

Rev David F Mills
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Burston Community 
Primary School

Happy New Year! I cannot believe that we are at 
the start of 2014. What an exciting year this is going 
to be, with it marking both 100 years since the start 
of World War I as well as being 100 years since the 
start of the Burston School Strike. Lots of exciting 
activities will be planned for the children around 
these huge landmarks within our history.

Literacy this half term for Class 1 will consist of a 
unit on poetry and then two further units, one based 
on stories from other cultures. At the end of the 
month we will be exploring Chinese New Year, have 
a go at writing in Chinese and carry out various 
activities based on this celebration. Our topic this 
half term is about ‘ourselves’, carrying out a science 
unit which looks at humans and animals – we have 
begun learning about how the human body works 
and have come up with lots of questions to solve over 
the next few weeks. In geography we are going to 
be exploring our local environment. Children from 
Tivetshall will continue to visit us on Wednesday 
afternoons. The children are learning to blog and so 
hopefully some new editions to our class blog will be 
added over the coming weeks.

In Class 2 this half-term we shall be developing 
our knowledge on number, calculations, measures, 
shape and space. Myths, legends and stories with a 
dilemma will be our Literacy focus. We shall also be 
looking at some aspects of World War I, including 
spies, animals at war and secret messages. Any 
artefacts you have at home for this topic would be 
greatly appreciated for our display.

Class 3 at Burston will begin the term with 
the topic of Ancient Greeks. They will get a clear 
understanding between primary and secondary 
sources focussing on the Greek Gods, Emperors 
and famous Greek stories like the Trojan horse. 
The children will also be gearing up to the Summer 
term when some of them will be taking their SATs, 
so there is going to be a huge focus on progressing 
each of the children within literacy and numeracy. 
An exciting trip is planned to the Music Mix held 
in Great Yarmouth where the children will see first 
hand the amazing BBC Concert Orchestra. 

GissinG news

Heart of Gissing
We saw the installation of a new roof and interior 
main hall ceiling works in 2013, as a result of grant 
aid being obtained to the tune of over £40,000. 
Refurbishment of the old Schoolmaster’s house 
and the installation of essential services took place 
at Easter, again with the help of grant-aid. The 
trustees are keen to develop the potential of the 
site as a meeting place for a variety of groups and 
as a venue for small scale ‘one off ’ events, seeing 
it as one of their main roles to promote and foster 
such ‘sharing’ activities. There are some times still 
available to book space, particularly in the evening, 
at weekends, or during school holidays. Please 
contact Linda Nash (below) for further details. The 
HofG very much works with Gissing Children’s 
Centre which is, and will remain, the primary user 
of the site. Fundraising events are organised jointly 
to maximise effort and ensure the sustainability of 
both groups. If you are interested in becoming a 
member of the HofG, contact Linda Nash on 01379 
677300 or email admin@heartofgissing.org.uk 

Please visit www.heartofgissing.org.uk for up to 
date information about groups, events and what is 
happening in the centre of the village. 

Many thanks to all those people who helped to 
make the St Nicholas Fayre such a success; the event 
was very well attended and as magical as ever.

Forthcoming fundraising events include:
Valentines Bingo Friday 7th February at The Old 
School – Doors open 7pm; eyes down 7.15 pm. Free 
refreshments at half time. Contact Kelly Pitcher 
01379 674511 or email kelpitcher@aol.com for 
further information. We look forward to seeing you.

Until comparatively recently, her sponge cakes were 
a hot favourite at the Luncheon Club.

Sybil had been a widow for 23 years when she 
died. We shall miss this sweet, pretty and gracious 
lady who epitomised all that was good in village life.

Harry ‘Chippy’ Robert Stevens 1927–2013 Chippy 
was born in London, the eldest of three boys. The 
family moved to Burston, the home of his maternal 
grandparents, Frederik and Eliza Churchyard, when 
their house was bombed. He lived in Crown Green, 
two doors away from the home of Barbara Garnham 
who was later to be his wonderful second wife. 

Early married life was disrupted by National 
Service when Chippy served with the Royal 
Engineers and was stationed in Greece. After Jackie 
and Terry were born, they moved to 7, Station Road 
which has been their family home for 62 of their 65 
years of marriage.

After leaving the Army, Chippy worked at the 
Brush Factory in Diss and later at Tuck’s Mill. The 
huge turnout of co-workers for his funeral service at 
Earlham Road and the reception at Burston Church 
showed the affection with which he was regarded in 
his work place.

He and Barbara played a very important role in 
the running of the Church Luncheon Club since its 
inception. They spent many hours visiting families, 
friends and neighbours who were hospitalised or 
confined to care homes. Chippy had a great sense of 
humour, loved telling stories and recording all sorts 
of facts and figures. He enjoyed history and reading 
of all kinds. He also helped people in practical ways, 
often involving his skill at woodworking.

After a long and bravely fought battle with illness, 
Chippy died peacefully in his sleep. 

Our thoughts and prayers are now with Barbara 
and all the family.

Coming events
If you would like to inform the village of a special 
event or celebration, please contact Liz McEniff on 
01379 742583.

Parish Council news
Over the past year the view has been expressed 
that rural communities are at a crossroads. Some 

are thriving with exciting projects making a real 
difference both now and projected for the future, 
while there are others where there is little going on 
to impact on the rural amenity and safeguard their 
future interests. I believe that our Parish community 
is firmly in the former category.

Here is an indication of where we are with some 
of our projects:

Community/Memorial Garden We had our first 
planting days on 9th November and 23rd November. 
These had been widely publicised but the response 
was disappointing - my thanks to Mandy and Mel 
Daniels, Barnaby and Toby Grieve who did turn 
out; also to Clare Cowan and Natalija Stevens.

The cooperation we have had from a number of 
agencies has been excellent, namely the Woodland 
Trust for the provision of various hedging plants, 
South Norfolk Council for the provision of memorial 
hornbeam, 12 silver birch trees and fruit trees, and 
Toucan Tool Hire for help with preparation/planting, 
and our Parish Tree Warden, John Atkinson – my 
thanks to them all.

Play Equipment Development The consultation 
with local residents over the past few months has 
proved to be very helpful. Children and adults in the 
villages have given their comments on proposals for 
new equipment. The results are being considered in 
detail so that a final plan for the new equipment can 
be settled. Then work can begin on securing grant 
aid, so that about £6,000 from the Parish Council 
funds can fund in excess of about £30,000 worth of 
play equipment. Results have now been analysed 
by Mike Bentley (South Norfolk Council) and it is 
hoped that we will meet the chosen suppliers soon.

I commend my fellow Councillors to you and 
acknowledge the support we get from our Parish 
Clerk, Pam Anderson; it’s a privilege to work with 
them. Last year was good in terms of getting our 
major projects under way and getting to grips with a 
variety of issues that concern us all.

Thanks to all those unseen members of our 
community who have done good works across the 
Parish throughout last year.

On behalf of the Parish Council I wish everyone a 
very Happy New Year!

Len Hobson, Chairman
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honoured the memory of the fallen with gratitude 
and remembered those in the armed forces serving 
around the world in many different roles today. 

The Church collection, amounting to £131.50, 
was sent to the Royal British Legion.

Daralyn Hammond
At our annual Carol Service, instead of the usual 

form of nine lessons and carols we included poetry 
and prose that reflected the atmosphere of the 
nativity and this proved to be a popular choice. The 
Church was beautifully decorated with a large tree 
and garlands. The collection amounted to £168.99.

After the service we all enjoyed a warming cup 
of mulled wine and mince pies and thanks go to 
those who provided the refreshments, those who 
decorated the church, the Children’s Centre for their 
lovely nativity scene, the readers, our organist Joe, 
the Rector and last – but by no means least – the 
Gissing Singers who sang their solos beautifully 
and encouraged the congregation, by their presence, 
to sing more lustily in the traditional carols. 

Friends of Gissing Church
The church looked truly wonderful at the St Nicholas 
Fayre and even the hardest hearted Scrooge would 
have thawed at the sight of the tree, the lights and the 
festive stalls. It provided a timely reminder of why 
we are working so hard to preserve this magnificent 
building with its carved angels. The early December 
weather also reminded us why we need to get better 
heating in the building too!

FoGC ran 4 stalls and we extend our thanks to 
all of our supporters who gave freely of their time 
and energy. In particular John and Tony’s (the Spice 
Boys) produce stall was a great success and their 
home made pickles went down a treat: Pat’s pottery 
once more proved to be very popular and we had 
steady sales with our Christmas cards which feature 
the church. In all we raised about £690 which helps 

to keep the building ticking over. Cards for all 
occasions are for sale all year round and can found 
just inside the church. Thanks also goes to all those 
who donated items for the Friends’ Tombola stall.

Our attention now turns to the PCC’s proposed 
Heritage Lottery bid – the architect has updated the 
Quinquennial review and we are now in a strong 
position to finalise a bid for the funds necessary to 
carry out essential repairs on the porch and vestry. 
We also hope that there will be provision for heating 
and an upgrade to the electrical supply. All being 
well, the bid will be submitted in March this year. 
Look out for further information in a future Cock 
Crow edition and at the Friends AGM in the spring. 

FoGC relies heavily on the subscriptions it 
receives from its members – if you are a member 
and haven’t renewed your subscription this year 
or if you would like to donate please contact Fiona 
Turton, FOGC Chair, at fionaturton@btinternet.
com or Eddie Scoggins, FOGC Secretary at eddie.
scoggins@live.co.uk Thank you.

Gissing Children’s Centre 
Our popular and successful Pre-School, with its 
very special family ethos, runs Monday to Friday 
during term time. Any families wishing to come and 
have a look, are welcome to contact Linda Nash on 
01379 677300 (9am–3pm during term time) or 07796 
204367 (out of hours) or send enquiries to email@
gissingchildrenscentre.co.uk to arrange a visit at a 
time of your choice Do visit our Facebook page to 
see what we have been up to.

We are desperately short of large size backing 
paper so if you happen to have any unused and 
unwanted rolls of wallpaper, we would love to have 
them. Either drop them off at the Children’s Centre 
between 9.30 am and 2.30 pm Monday to Friday, 
during term time, or give us a ring as above; we shall 
be happy to collect.

We will be running an early Spring Playscheme 
for primary school age children on Monday 17th 
February, from 9.30 am to 3pm. The cost is £10 
per child, bookable and payable in advance, by 
ringing 07531 810704 or by contacting email@
gissingchildrenscentre.co.uk. Children will need to 
bring a packed lunch and a small amount of money 
for tuck. 

Groups running at present include: 

Gissing Children’s Centre (Pre-School and Play-
scheme) Contact Linda Nash as below. 

Gissing Baby and Toddler Group runs in Gissing 
Village Hall every Monday morning from 10am 
to 12 noon. All parents, carers and their children 
(under school age) are welcome to come and have 
a chat while the children have fun. The group in-
cludes a designated safe ‘baby area’ within the main 
play area. Contact Vicky on 01379 674437 or 07946 
212779 or at vhcullum@hotmail.com 

Gissing Youth Club for 8–13 year olds, runs every 
Tuesday 6.30–8pm (winter times) during term time 
at Gissing Children’s Centre. Anyone interested 
in helping or who has ideas or skills to share, con-
tact Bernie on 07796 545929 or 01379 677254 or at 
berniecalton@live.co.uk 

Gissing Reading Group meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 8pm at the Old School. 
Contact Jim Philip on 01379 677352 or just come 
along. The forthcoming programme is as follows: 
February – Sunset Song by Lewis Grassic Gibbon; 
March – The Chymical Wedding by Lindsay Clarke.

Gissing Gardening Group generally meets on the 
third Wednesday evening of the month at the Old 
School. Contact Joe Cromley on 01379 677817.

Gissing Singers meet every Monday at 7.30 pm in 
Gissing Village Hall. Contact Andrew Pierssené on 
01379 674518.

Pilates continues to run every Wednesday even-
ing from 6.30 pm at the Children’s Centre. Please 
note, there will be no classes during February. Call 
Sharon Calton on 07979 411644 or email at sharon@
scalton.orangehome.co.uk for further details.

Performing Arts East offers various dance classes 
to children (from 3 years of age) and adults and runs 
from both the Children’s Centre and from Gissing 
village hall. Contact Sam as below.

Musical Theatre Class runs every Wednesday from 
5pm at Gissing Village Hall for anyone over 7 years. 
Contact Sam on 07825 325100 or at samiwatt@ 
rocketmail.com 

Heart of Gissing Community Arts Any queries can 
be directed to Rose Eddington on 01379 677790 or 
email at rose@roseeddington.co.uk.

Stage HOGers. This local theatre group puts on 
performances from time to time. Anyone interested 
in treading the boards, contact Sam as above.

Friends of Gissing Church contact Fiona Turton 
01379 677811 or email  fionaturton@btinternet.com.

Over 60s Group: contact Rose Eddington on 01379 
677790 or email at rose@roseeddington.co.uk.

Gissing Carpet Bowls: contact Derek Dewey on 
01379 677162.

Gissing Bowls Club: contact Kevin Lake on 01379 
677525.

Bookings to use Gissing Village Hall: contact  
Bernie Calton on 07796 545929 or 01379 677254 or 
berniecalton@live.co.uk 

Bookings to use The Old School: contact Linda 
Nash on 01379 677300 (9am to 3pm Monday to Fri-
day during term time) or 07796 204367 out of hours.

st Mary’s Church, Gissing
Thanks to all those who contributed to our house to 
house collection for the Royal British Legion Poppy 
Appeal which totalled a bumper £237.50.

Remembrance Sunday was marked, as always, by 
a service at St Mary’s which was very well attended. 
Kevin Hegarty was our bugler and several people 
from the congregation read poems (some their own 
work) that reflected the horror and waste of life 
in two world wars and other conflicts – but at the 
same time celebrated the mutual care and respect 
that bound comrades together from the trenches 
of World War I to the conflicts of World War 2 and 
those in recent years. In the stillness of St Mary’s we 
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Village Hall
In the main hall, one activity chases another – in the 
case of dog-training sometimes literally…

A reminder of just what goes on at the hall; yoga, 
dog-training, short-mat bowls, the Gateway Club, 
the Model Railway Club and Children’s Centre 
have now been joined during the week by Pilates 
training. The hall also hosts regular bookings for 
private parties and celebrations. The man who 
knows ’all about the hall’ is Ivan Cotton. Phone him 
on 01379 644006 for bookings and information.

speed Awareness
The Parish Council offers some information and 
advice regarding traffic speeds through the village. 
The new Speed Warning sign does seem to be 
acting as a reminder to some motorists but others 
are not heeding the warning. Recently, 30 motorists 
were caught exceeding the 30 mph limit by the 
Community Speed Awareness Officer. There is no 
warning when the Officer will come to carry out 
these checks so please be aware that he could be in 
the village at any time!

It is hoped another Vehicle Activated sign can be 
installed at the south approach to the village and the 
Parish Council is investigating this possibility at the 
present time.

Meanwhile, the Parish Council wishes everyone 
a happy and prosperous New Year! 

Good wishes
Our good wishes go out 
to those in our village 
who are not very well, 
remembering David, 
John, Julie, Janet, 
Mercy and Betty and all 
others, sending heartfelt 
wishes that their various 
treatments are steadily 
effective.

PS Aunt Agatha she 
say ‘That don’t matter 
if the snowdrops are 
showing through, don’t 
cast your long-johns off – 
not yit.’

tiVetsHAll news
st Margaret Church: Christmas
Thank you to everyone that helped to make the 
church look so beautiful over Christmas time, it was 
much appreciated by many.

The Carols by Candlelight service was fairly well 
attended, £35 was collected and forwarded to The 
Salvation Army.

Quiz night
Although numbers were disappointing, a really 
good night was had by those that did attend. 
The Dack family were the eventual winners and 
generous raffle donations made for a fun evening. 
£304 was raised and divided between St Margaret’s 
restoration fund and the Big C Appeal.

tivetshall Primary school
We began this half term with a whole day spent 
learning all about water safety. The children can 
now recognise beach safety flags, know about the 
roles of lifeguards and the coastguard service and 
are familiar with the Water Safety Code. They have 
practised rescue techniques and how to phone the 
coastguard as well as making water safety posters.

Two days later Class 1 travelled to Diss High 
School for their annual Multiskills Tournament. All 
of the children enjoyed themselves, developing their 
running, jumping, throwing and catching skills and 
their excellent behaviour was a credit to the school.

During the following week we took part in the 
village annual Remembrance service. This is a 
very important event for everyone involved and the 
children demonstrated a good level of understanding 
of the purpose of the service. Many thanks to Mr 
Self for the kind gift of sweets for the children and 
to all of the members of The British Legion who took 
time to talk to the children.

The next week saw Class 1’s first maths café. 
Many parents and other guests joined the children 
in listening to The Stickman and taking part in lots 
of fun art and maths activities while learning a little 
of how maths is taught in school nowadays.

Christmas began in earnest with a day spent 
making decorations for the Fifty Trees in a Church 

sHelFAnGer news

All saints’ Church
Firstly; very best wishes for the New Year. As the 
Boy John say, ‘Hope yew got over Christmas orlrite.’

Grand Christmas Fayre
Under the leadership of Anne Lord, a band of around 
a dozen helpers manned a wide variety of stalls 
including Christmas gifts, cakes, books, nearly new 
clothes and much more, as well as providing light 
lunches throughout. The hall steadily filled with 
buyers and bargain hunters mingling, chatting and 
partaking of the excellent soup and rolls. A fantastic 
sum of £750 was raised. Sincere thanks to all who 
worked so hard on this new venture and to the many 
that supported this cheerful parish occasion. 

Christmas at shelfanger Church
The Christmas period was indeed a busy one at 
your church of All Saints. The church looked really 
lovely, decorated to the usual high standard. Floral 
arrangements, the decorated tree and sparkling 
candles provided a rich atmosphere. Heartfelt 
thanks to all who laboured so hard to create this 
visual feast in honour of Christ our Lord.

The Village Carol Service, set in candle-light, 
departed from its usual format combining music, 
poetry and prose to reflect the Christmas message. 
The church’s regular congregation planned and 
performed a variety of pieces including poetry 
excerpts which ranged from John Milton to John 
Betjeman. Music included flute interpretations of 2 
French carols and a vocal solo ‘What sweeter music.’ 
by John Rutter. A large congregation enjoyed the 
service and their carol singing was rewarded with 
a glass of mulled wine at the conclusion. Particular 
thanks must be expressed to Joyce Yates who has 
taken over organ playing and music planning since 
the departure of our former Lay Reader and organist, 
Frank Paice – a hard act to follow! 

Christmas communion was celebrated on 
Christmas morning with the Rector, David Mills. 
This important service was nicely attended and set 
the Christmas standard.

Now, as we look forward to Epiphany which 
heralds a series of fast-changing church seasons, 
we can reflect on a Christmas time which saw the 
church a hive of activity. It was so heartening to see 
so many parishioners helping and attending. Thank 
you.

Betty Baines 
Wasn’t it grand to see Mrs Betty Baines honoured 
in the New Year List? She, along with Clem le Grys, 
did much to start and encourage the Shelfanger 
and Winfarthing Bell-Ringers. Betty and her late 
husband, Tony, achieved huge tasks practically and 
musically for Norfolk Bell-ringing.

Parish Clock
Following the ill-health of David Lond, Peter Lough 
of Church Walk has kindly agreed to climb the ladder 
and grasp the massive handle and assist in winding 
the Parish War Memorial Clock in the church tower. 
This is a huge help. We all hope and pray that David 
continues his progress toward recovery and thank 
him for all his clock care for 40 years plus!

shelfanger social Club
Based at the Village Hall, has had an infusion of 
new blood which brings enthusiasm again to both 
old-time and new-time users. Karen Lough, Robbie 
Trudgill and Tig Ross have all joined the bar-staff 
team. Remember the Club is open on Fridays from 
8pm to 11pm, on Saturdays from 9pm to 11pm and 
on Sunday match days from 12 noon to 2 pm.

Let the good times roll, and you won’t beat the 
prices within six miles!
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school car park. Everyone is welcome. If you would 
like to join us please just turn up; if possible contact 
Nic Griffiths on 01379 643718 or Ken Barrell on 
01379 642125 .

Village service
This informal, all age interactive family service 
continues on the third Sunday of each month, 10–
11am, with refreshments served afterwards. Please 
join us, if you have any questions just call Jane 
Marchant on 01379 640502 or Brian Dent on 01953 
86053

winfarthing Prayer Group
If you would like to join us to ask for God’s blessing 
on our village or there are specific situations or 
people you would like us to pray for, please contact 
Richard or Mary Livermore, 01379 652951, or email 
rdlivermore@btinternet.com. Meetings are on the 
second Monday of each month; venues may vary.

Village Hall
The quiz night broke all previous records by filling 
the Hall and banking over £530. 

Tom Blake and his crew of whist drivers continue 
to meet every Monday and Amanda’s Pilates has 
taken on an extra session. Archery has restarted and 
will continue into April when it moves outdoors.

We are still keen to find more groups to fill the rest 
of the week.

Contacts
Please don’t hesitate to let me know of anything 
happening in our village or parish. I am Alun 
Howkins at Holly Farm Barn, The Street.  e-mail 
alun.howkins@btinternet.com, phone 01379 652202 
or just drop it round. Copy before April 8th please

All saints’ Primary school
All Saints’ pupils and staff are thrilled to back after 
their Christmas break and are already enjoying a 
range of learning opportunities. 

All Saints’ celebrates the success of its recent 
very good OFSTED at the end of November. The 
inspection recognised the school was well led and 
managed, children behaved well and had very 
positive attitudes to learning and good relationships 
with adults and they made good progress due to 
the consistently very good teaching and innovative 
marking. All Saints’ is now extending its good 
practice by working with other schools as required 
by the Department for Education. 

At the end of last half term All Saints’ enjoyed a 
feast of Christmas activities. The school put on an 
outstanding production of Baa Baa Bethlehem, in 
Winfarthing Village Hall which was enjoyed by all 
pupils, staff, parents and visitors. This was then 
followed by a traditional Christmas lunch and 
parties before an end of term Church Service with 
performances from violinists, pianists and the choir. 
The choir also made a valuable contribution to the 
Village Carol Service on Sunday 22nd December. 

All Saints’ now looks forward to the term ahead 
with a visit to the Pantomime at Theatre Royal, 
funded by the Home School Association, an 
opportunity to participate in South Norfolk Cross 
Country, a range of enrichment clubs including 
handwriting, gymnastics, papier mache, creative 
writing and choir and the completion of the new 
Sports Hall! 

If you would like further information about All 
Saints’ Primary, or wish to bring your child to visit, 
please do not hesitate to contact the school on 01379 
642767 or by e-mail head@allsaints-diss.norfolk.
sch.uk We would love to hear from you! 

Louise Norgate, Executive Head Teacher for All 
Saints’ and St Andrew’s Federation working in 

partnership with Hapton

competition. The children worked hard and produced 
lots of tree ornaments which they will eventually 
take home. Thank you to Mrs Harvey, Mrs Marshall 
and Mrs Tully for erecting and dressing the tree at 
the church.

The Christingle service was as special as ever. 
The children sang beautifully with many singing 
solos and the quality of the reading was excellent. 
The church and churchyard were candlelit with 
extra light from the children’s Christingle oranges. 
Many thanks to all of those that make this special 
event possible.

Two days later we enjoyed our Christmas lunch 
and concert. The hall was full of guests and children 
who all ate a delicious lunch, pulled crackers and 
generally had a good time. After the adults had been 
served with tea or coffee after the meal the children 
entertained them with a concert of carols and 
Christmas songs. The guests then joined in with 
some singing of their own.

The term concluded with the Christmas play – 
Silent Night. Well done to all of the children who 
worked so hard to learn their parts and a special 
thank you to the Friends for providing excellent 
refreshments.

winFArtHinG

Winfarthing Church came to life at our annual 
Carol Service on Sunday 22nd December. Children 
from All Saints’ School lifted the roof with the joy 
of their singing. Bells rang and the church gleamed 
in the candle light. Santa came into the Church by 
his usual route – down the tower – with presents 
for all the children. Mulled wine, delicious mince 
pies and sausages rolls were enjoyed by all after 
the service. It was an inspiring and truly wonderful 
evening.

Many thanks to all who helped make the evening 
so special.                                      Winfarthing PCC

Christmas eve
The Fighting Cocks came more alive than ever on 
Christmas Eve when David Mitchell, Alun Howkins 
and Alice on the organ led carol singing. Thanks to 
Pearl and Nigel for their hospitality, mince pies and 
sausage rolls. How lucky the village is to have a 
living and working pub when so many have gone. 

winfarthing Footpaths Group
Ten interested villagers got together for a walk 
round Winfarthing on Saturday 30th November. 
We walked from the village hall to Church Lane and 
then East to the Heywood and back round to the 
village hall again. As a result, two of us met William 
Cole who willingly agreed to several improvements 
to the various stiles, ditch crossings etc. on his land. 

A second circular walk is planned, meeting at the 
Church gates at 10am, Saturday February 8th. We 
will than meet again on March 8th, same time, same 
place with a visit to the ‘Fighting Cocks’ afterwards 
for those so inclined! You can park in the Church/

Neighbourhood Fund
Do you live in South Norfolk? Do you have 

an idea for a project that could make a 
difference in your community? Then you 

could be eligible to apply for up to £2,000 
from South Norfolk Council’s Neighbour-

hood Fund ( small grants). Since its launch 
in July, the fund has already supported 

fifteen projects, helping to support a range 
of initiatives including purchasing 

equipment for community led clubs, sports 
and play equipment and improvements to 
village halls. Funding is still available, so if 
you have an idea for a project which needs 
some financial support, please get in touch. 
Visit www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/funding, or 

call Paul on 01508 533956.
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Diss Team Ministry   www.dissteamministry.org.uk
The four parishes and Roydon are now considered members of the Diss Team Ministry 
of all SIX parishes, led by The Rev’d Canon Tony Billett, Rector of Diss and also Rural 
Dean. To arrange Weddings or Baptisms, contact Diss Parish Office 01379 643783. 

For other pastoral matters requiring a priest, contact one of the churchwardens, who 
will put you in touch with the appropriate individual.

CoCk Crow is the Parish Magazine of the winfarthing grouPs of ChurChes and the uPPer waVeneY BenefiCe

MP Morning Prayers|FS Family Service|HC Holy Communion|FHC Family Communion|ES Evensong|EP Evening Prayer with 
hymns|H&R Service of Healing & Reconciliation|MPW Non Denominational All Age Music Praise & Worship

Morning Prayer: At present is at 8.30am on Monday and Tuesday at North Lopham and on Thursday at South 
Lopham in addition to the service held each weekday in St Mary’s, Diss at 8.30am.
Wednesday Communion: is at 10.45am in St Mary’s Church Diss. 
Fellowship/Country Connect Group: Meets on someWednesday afternoons at 1.30pm; contact Jennie (01379 
687679) for location.
Holy Bingo: Meets on the first Monday of each month in Lophams’ Village Hall at 2pm. It’s a fun event, not for 
serious bingo enthusiasts. Do come, for happy socialising.

Churchwardens Bressingham D Burroughes 01379 688291
 Fersfield J Sumpter 01379 687 711 R Vere 01379 687679 
 N Lopham A Briggs 01953 681989  R Vere 01379 687679  
 S Lopham P Reeder 01379 687273 D Huggins 01379 687201 J Brundell

	  

BURSTON
GISSING
SHELFANGER
TIVETSHALL
WINFARTHING

The Rector of the Winfarthing Group
The Revd David F Mills

Winfarthing Rectory
Church Lane, Winfarthing, Norfolk IP22 2EA

Tel: 01379 643646
E-mail: revdfmills1812@gmail.com

• • • • • • • • •  Next Copy date is Friday 7th March latest, please send via your correspondents who will forward by email to copyforcrow@keme.co.uk or the group editor; details above • • • • • • • • •

EP Evening Prayer|HC Holy Communion|MW Morning Worship|5/P Five Parish Service|MP Morning Prayer|FS Family 
Service|FS/Chp Family Service in Chapel|VC Village Church|4SS Fourth Suday Service

 the CoCk Crow teaM CorresPondents
EDITORS 
Winfarthing Group: Vivienne Wheeler, 
Jacks Barn, Common Road, Shelfanger IP22 2DR     
01379 642622   Vivienne.wheeler@btinternet.com

Bressingham Group: Tim Colyer, ‘Bermick’, Tanns 
Lane, North Lopham, IP22 2LZ 
01379 687718 timcolyer@yahoo.co.uk

SECRETARY 
Jennie Vere, Southlands, Church Corner, North Lopham, 
Diss, Norfolk. 
01379 687679 jennyvere@btinternet.com

TREASURER 
Marie Davis, 68 Common Road, Bressingham  
IP22 2BB. 01379 687242.   Cheques for donations payable to 
‘Cock Crow Committee’ please

ADVERTISING CO-ORDINATOR 
Lynda Sullivan, Rosario Cottage, Rectory Road,  
Tivetshall St Mary NR15 2AL  01379 676713 
copyforcrow@keme.co.uk Further details page 36

BressinGHaM Diana Burroughes, Burrowood, Wilney 
Green, Bressingham IP22 2AJ, 01379 688291, 
dianajb@btconnect.com

Burston Elizabeth Mceniff, Orchard House, 
Crown Green, Burston, IP22 5TZ, 01379 742583, 
elizabeth.mceniff@yahoo.co.uk

FersField Maureen Webb  Scoggins Farm, Denning-
ton Rd, Laxfield, Suffolk IP13 8HJ  01986 798072 
mbenziger@mac.com

GissinG Joe Cromley, The Chequers, Upper Street, 
Gissing. 01379 677817

nortH loPHaM Mrs Jennie Vere,  
Southlands, North Lopham. 01379 687679

soutH loPHaM Jackie Brown, Bottle Cottage, 
Redgrave Rd, S Lopham IP22 2HL. 01379 687260 
jackiebrown1@btinternet.com

sHelFanGer Roger Challoner, Old Post Office, 
Church Road, Shelfanger IP22 2DG, 01379 642286

tivetsHall Maggie Rowan, The Thatched House, 
Green Lane, Tivetshall NR15 2BJ 01379 674116 
maggiearowan@aol.com

WinFartHinG Alun Howkins, Holly Farm Barn, The 
Street, Winfarthing  01379 652202 alun.howkins@
btinternet.com

Burston Gissing Shelfanger Tivetshall Winfarthing

February 2 9.30 MP 8.00 HC 11.00 MW 11.00 FS 9.30 MP

February 9 To be announced (Join Tivetshall) 11.00 MW 11.00 MP 9.30 MP

February 16 9.30 MP 11.00 HC 8.00 HC 9.30 HC 10.00 VC

February 23 3.00 4SS 11.00 MP 11.00 MP (Join Gissing) 9.30 HC

March 2 9.30 MP 8.00 HC 11.00 MW 11.00 FS 9.30 MP

March 9 8.00 HC (Join Tivetshall) 11.00 MW 11.00 MP 9.30 MP

March 16 9.30 MP 11.00 HC 8.00 HC 9.30 HC 10.00 VC

March 23 3.00 4SS 11.00MP 11.00 MP (Join Gissing) 9.30 HC

March 30 10.30 5/P

April 6 9.30 MP 8.00 HC 11.00 MW 11.00 FS 9.30 MP

  
 
Date 

Bressingham 
St John the Baptist 

(BCP) 

Fersfield 
St Andrew 
(BCP &) 

(C/W Order 2) 

N Lopham 
St Nicholas 

(BCP &) 
(C/W Order 1) 

S Lopham 
St Andrew 
(BCP &) 

(C/W Order 2) 

Sun 2nd Feb  
Candlemas 

No Service 4pm 
ES 

 9.30am 11am 
 HC FS 

No Service 

Sun 9th Feb 
4 pre Lent 

9.30am 
HC 

No Service  11am 4pm 
 FS ES 

No Service 

Sun 16th Feb 
3 pre Lent 

4pm 
EP 

No Service 
 

11am 
FS 

9.30am 
HC 

Sun 23rd Feb 
2 pre Lent 

10.30am 
at Meth 

9.30am 
HC 

11am 
FS 

4pm 
ES 

Sun 2nd March 
1 pre Lent 

No Service 4pm 
ES 

 9.30am 11am 
 HC FS 

No Service 

Wed 5th March 
Ash Wednesday 

 
7.30pm  Holy Communion and ceremonies at St Mary’s Diss 

Sun 9th March 
Lent 1 

9.30am 
HC 

No Service  11am  4pm 
 FS MPW 

No Service 

Sun 16th March 
Lent 2 

4pm 
ES 

No Service 11am 
FS 

9.30am 
HC 

Sun 23rd March 
Lent 3 

10.30am 
with Meth 

9.30am 
HC 

11am 
FS 

4pm 
ES 

Sun 30th March 
Mothering Sun 

 
Details to be decided at churchwardens’ meeting on Feb 19th 

Sun 6th April 
Passion Sunday 

No Service 4pm 
ES 

 9.30am 11am 
 HC FS 

No Service 
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teAM Ministry 

Canon tony Billett
Canon Tony was welcomed back at the Team Holy 
Communion service on 29th December, the last ser-
vice of 2013, and just one year since the launch of the 
Team. It is good to have him back.

Our curate, the Revd John Pares, will shortly be 
leaving Diss to become incumbent of his own parish 
at Pokesdown, in Bournemouth. We wish him well.

We are very pleased to announce that the Bishop 
has appointed Deborah Hamilton-Grey to be our 
next trainee Curate. Deborah and Michael will join 
us next Summer.

Mille Aves 
Members of all six parishes were deeply saddened 
to learn that Mille died on New Year’s Day, so soon 
after dear Rodger. We send sympathy and prayers 
to all her family and to the people of Bressingham, 
where Millie was a churchwarden.

team Ministry website 
The address in printed under the Team logo, on the 
services page; do visit the website to see just what is 
on offer across The Team.

By now, there should be a link to Cock Crow!

BressinGHAM news 

Church News
It seems unbelievable that just eight month after the 
death of Rodger Aves, his family said goodbye to 
their mother Millie on 1st January. Millie had been 
cared for over the last month or so of her life by her 
daughter-in-law Tina with the help of the rest of her 
family. This included her sister Blanche Lyon. She 
died peacefully at Acorn Lodge and her funeral was 
held in Bressingham Church. I will report more on 
that in the next edition of Cock Crow.

Rodger and Millie, who met at a dance in the Vil-
lage Hall, were married in Bressingham Church in 
October 1961. Both came from farming families. 
Millie was a fantastic cook and her Bakewell tarts 
and shortbread etc. have been enjoyed by many, es-
pecially the shooting parties. She, like Rodger, had 
been a great supporter of Bressingham church and 
was Churchwarden at the time of her death. She will 
be greatly missed by us all and we send our deepest 
sympathy and love to all her family.

Concert in memory of Rodger and Millie in Diss 
Church on Friday 2nd May at 7.30pm. Anyone who 
would like to help in some way is invited to attend a 
meeting at Burrowood, Wilney Green on Wednesday 
5th February at 2pm. (01379 688291) Even help just 
on the night would be appreciated.

We also said a sad farewell to our village shop-
keepers, Ray and Christine Church. Without their 
dedication for the last five years we might well have 
lost a great asset. We only have to look at neighbour-
ing villages to see how lucky we are to have this fa-
cility on our doorstep. Thank you Ray and Chris for 
everything, and I hope you enjoy not having to get 
up so early to open up! I’m pleased you will still be 
living here. We wish the new shopkeepers, Charlie 
and Stephanie Tunstall our very best in their new 
venture.

We now have 2013 behind us, thank you to all 
those who decorated their homes to bring us some 
Christmas cheer. Thank you to all those who helped 
to decorate the church and those who deliver this 

Upper Waveney Benefice Sue Drake writes…

The light of the world
Jesus tells us that we are the light of the world

We should not hide this from others, but let this light shine out into the world.

I always feel heartened at this time of year, as the evenings gradually become 
lighter. Once we reach February, only a few weeks away from the clocks changing, 
it feels that spring is almost in sight. 

We take light for granted – not just the daylight, but electric light, which allows 
us to carry on our lives even when it is dark outside. In the past they only had 
candlelight. We have become so used to strong electric light that we would find 
it hard to live by candlelight. Light is everywhere – take any city street at night 
– there are house lights, street lights, arc lights, shop lights, and all the brash 
advertising lights.

Jesus tells us about a different kind of light – the light that is within us – the light 
which God gives us – the light of Faith, the Light of Christ. Just as a single candle 
flame can light a whole room, the light of Faith within us can light up our sur-
roundings – the places and the people, so that others see that light in us, and see 
God at work through us and within us. 

Who can receive this Light? Well, it is there for everyone – through Jesus Christ 
who died on the cross for us all – every person who has ever lived, or who will 
ever live, can have this light – anyone who is willing to receive it!  We all have 
need of God’s graciousness to us – of His Blessing, His protection, His guidance… 
His love. Jesus wants us to acknowledge our need, to recognise that we are not 
complete unless we put God at the centre of our lives. 

We stand humbly in the light of God, the light of Faith; and through God’s grace, 
we radiate His light to our neighbours and beyond – even to the people who still 
live in darkness… which, after all, is only the absence of light. 

Sue Drake
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FersField news

St Andrew’s carol service
Held on the 19th December was, as usual, a great 
success. The congregation dug deep into their pock-
ets and £170 was collected for SHELTER. Thank 
you for your support.

After the service there was mulled wine, tea/cof-
fee, mince pies, sandwiches and biscuits. It was a 
happy evening and our thanks go to everyone who 
participated, especially the cooks and the ladies who 
decorated the church and Christmas tree. Well done 
all!

I hope 2014 will be a happy year for everyone and 
I look forward to seeing you in St Andrew’s later on 
when the book club resumes in the Spring.

loPHAMs news

St Andrew’s 
Primary School

St Andrew’s pupils and staff are thrilled to be back 
after their Christmas break and are already enjoy-
ing a range of learning opportunities. 

At the end of last half term, St Andrew’s enjoyed 
a feast of Christmas activities. The school put on 
an outstanding production of Baa Baa Bethlehem, 
in the School Hall, which was enjoyed by all pupils, 
staff, parents and visitors. This was followed by a 
Carol Service in St Nicholas Church and then a tra-
ditional Christmas lunch and parties.

St Andrew’s now looks forward to the term ahead 
with a visit to the Pantomime at Theatre Royal, 
funded by the Friends of St Andrew’s, an opportu-
nity to participate in South Norfolk Cross Country, 
a Talent Night and a Valentine Breakfast. Clubs this 
term include Talent Night preparation and Art! 

If you would like further information about St An-
drew’s Primary, or wish to bring your child to visit, 
please do not hesitate to contact the school on 01379 
687253 or by e-mail; head@st-andrews-pri.norfolk.
sch.uk We would love to hear from you! 

Louise Norgate: Executive Headteacher for All 
Saints and St Andrew’s 

st Andrew’s Pre school
Everyone at Pre School enjoyed all the end of term 
celebrations: going to the big-school Christmas 
play, and our own party with its very special guest! 
Now we are back for the new term, and all the in-
door activities for the cold days

St Andrews Pre School is a local, committee run 
and fun setting for your children or grandchildren. 
It’s also great preparation for when your child 
starts primary school. We have a few spaces at the 
moment, so please remember that ALL 3 year olds 
are entitled to 15 hours of free sessions each week. 
Our sessions changed slightly in January – still 
five per week, but with one on Monday mornings 

magazine. And, finally, thank you for reading this. 
We now have a PCC of two and all I can say is we 
will carry on as long as we are able.

Can you help us with the Annual Spring Clean 
of the church? This will be on Saturday March 29th 
from 10am. Refreshments will be provided and last 
year it was really rather fun!

Finally, Myrna Hughes would like to thank the 
seven people who kindly collected for the Royal 
British Legion Poppy Appeal in the village. A total 
of £495.56 was raised. Very Well Done to Myrna 
and her helpers! This year Brian Pulfer has agreed 
to help Myrna.

Diana 

Parish Council
Mr Cattermole opened the first meeting of the year 
with seven Councillors, Mr Weeks (SNDC) and 7 
members of the public present.

Mr Karl Traynier was co-opted on to the Parish 
Council but one vacancy remains and it is hoped 
that this position will be filled by a Bressingham 
resident.

There were letters asking for financial assistance. 
Mrs Webb requested help for new staging in the Vil-
lage Hall at a cost of £3579. Councillors supported 
the idea but felt another quotation should also be 
considered and representatives of the Village Hall 
attend the next meeting.

Mrs Burroughes wrote explaining the difficulties 
facing the Church, financially with the upkeep of 
the building and the urgent need for more people to 
become involved to assist in its running. As it was 
such a large amount of money needed Mr Weeks 
suggested contacting the Grants Officer for help 
with grants.

The Allotment Association requested money for 

the purchase of a lawnmower and a strimmer. These 
would be for communal use. Councillors voted to 
cover half the sum requested.

The meeting was closed to allow members of the 
public to speak regarding the planning application 
for an anaerobic digester at The Oaks; further con-
cerns were raised. The meeting was then re opened 
for the Council to reach a decision. The Council had 
sent a letter to the Company involved, asking spe-
cific questions about the running of the operation, 
environmental and traffic issues. The answers to the 
questions were read out and after further discussion 
a motion that the proposal for the digester should be 
rejected was carried unanimously.

The next meeting will be on 3rd March

95th BomB Group
heritaGe association

Red Feather Club
Wed March 19: Archive film show. 
Members £3, non-members £4.

Sat March 22:  Swing Dance with Skyliner & 
Django Man (tickets £12, on sale Jan 6).

Sat April 5: Old Time Musical Show.

Sat July 5: Americana Dance.

Sun July 6: Americana Day.

Thur Sept 4 to Thur Sept 11:  Reunion visit by 
US veterans and others.

Public Open Days: Last Sunday of the month, 
April to October inclusive, with a vintage 

softball match in September.

The RFC is open on Saturdays if the flag is flying.

See www.95thbg-horham.com for more 
up-to-date details of events.
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lophams’ Village Hall
2013 ended in style with the Christmas Farm-
ers’ Market, at which mulled wine and mince pies 
were served and which included the Lottery draw 
– a wonderful Bonanza prize of £282.75 won by 
M Birchall plus the three usual prizes. Prize winners 
for the last two months were: November, first prize 
of £186 S Savereux and second prizes of £46.50 L 
Perry and J Vere; December, first prize of £184 D 
Huggins, second prizes of £47 each, D Blanchard 
and MJ McCaw.

The Lottery is a fun way to support the hall de-
velopment fund, with three chances each month of 
winning a prize. Copies of the full rules and entry 
forms are available from promoter, Eileen, tel; 01379 
687608, from Village Hall Treasurer, Tim Colyer, 
tel; 01379 687718, from other Village Hall Commit-
tee members (see the website for details), or at the 
Farmers’ Market and at Village Hall Events. 

Farmers’ Markets are the fourth Saturday each 
month, from 9 am till 12.30pm. Coming Markets are 
on 25th January and 22nd February. (Details from 
Mike on 01379 687235) 

Judo is on Mondays and Wednesdays, details from 
Howard on 01379 688258.

Dog Training  held most Tuesday evenings, trainer 
Elaine (07845 776 110) will provide information. 

Lopham Art Group: meets on Wednesday mornings 
from 9.30am. The cost is £20 each per month, and 
includes refreshments and a visit from an ‘expert’ 
once each month. Contact Jennifer on 01379 687882 
for more details.

Yoga with P: a popular addition to the weekly pro-
gramme, takes place on Thursdays, 7–8pm. Book-
ing is essential, tel 01379 890955; or 07932 010720; 
or e-mail; pieternella.jarvie@gmail.com 

To book the hall for private functions, please con-
tact 01379 687679. To find out more about the hall, 
visit the web-site at; www.lophamsvillagehall.co.uk 

nortH loPHAM news

Parish Council 
8th January 2014

Affordable Housing; no progress.
Roads and Footpaths; road sweeper is still not 

going to the far end of Tanns Lane; grit bins have 
not been replenished. Some residents’ hedges are 
still obstructing footpaths and should be trimmed. 
No progress on road signs, missing and damaged 
ones have been reported to highways but the kerb 
drop has been done.

Rangers; these council employees will sweep 
pavements, tidy verges, clean road signs etc. Sug-
gestions for work they might do are requested, con-
tact the Parish Clerk, or see notices to be posted at 
the King’s Head and village notice boards.

Traffic Calming; a bid has been put in for a 
speed awareness sign to be placed at the northern 
approach to the village. A decision will be given late 
in January; some funding towards installation will 
be required from the village if the bid is successful.

Pond Maintenance; one possible volunteer has 
made contact regarding tidying the pond and one to 
retreat the benches.

Methodist Chapel; a representative from the 
Methodist Churches outlined their plans for the fu-
ture of the North Lopham Chapel, the 2nd oldest in 
East Anglia district still in use, a listed building and 
an important feature in North Lopham. They wish it 
to remain a place of worship and to build on its his-
torical significance by creating museum of Method-
ist artefacts. To maintain its place in the community 
they are asking for suggestions from local residents 
for new uses for the building and land, please con-
tact the Parish Clerk with your ideas.

Solar Farm; an update about this was given from 
the floor. Since the information meeting in Novem-
ber, 3 applications have been withdrawn, the 2 in 
North Lopham only until clarification about grid 
connections has been obtained. Breckland has de-
cided that the 4th does not need an Environmental 
Impact Assessment. An appeal against that deci-
sion has been lodged with Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local Government. A planning 

from 8.45–11.45, and two on both Wednesdays and 
Thursdays, starting at 8.45 and continuing until 
3.15 in the afternoon. For more information, please 
pop in or contact Jan and Tonya, 07962 219523 or 
attwood145@btinternet.com 

lophams’ ladies
In early December, members enjoyed an excellent 
Christmas Lunch at the Wortham Tea Rooms. At 
our January meeting, David Derrick, our local bee-
keeper, gave us an interesting and informative talk, 
sharing his extensive knowledge on the subject of 
bees and of the craft of bee-keeping. On February 
4th we will have an introduction to Tai Chi with 
Martin Fayers. We will also have a Bring & Buy at 
this meeting, which will  starts at 1.45pm for 2pm. 

Looking ahead to March 4th, we resume to our 
evening meeting time of 7.15pm for 7.30pm when 
Ken Samman from ‘The Garden Enclosure’ at Ban-
ham Zoo will bring a display of some plants which 
would brighten our Spring gardens. 

We welcome visitors and new members to these 
meetings. Phone 01379 687337 for further details. 

lophams’ Garden Club
Meets at Blooms of Bressingham Garden Centre on 
the first Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm. Visi-
tors and new members are always very welcome.

We enjoyed our Christmas Dinner on 4th De-
cember. Once again, the catering staff at Blooms of 
Bressingham Garden Centre worked very hard to 
make us welcome and, as always, provided us with 
a delicious meal. We were then entertained by our 
guest speaker, Norma Howes, who amused us with 
stories and poems of her life as one of H M tax in-
spectors. I think that all who attended would agree 
that it was a most festive and enjoyable evening.

Our next meeting will be Wednesday 5th Feb-
ruary when Jamie Blake will talk about ‘The Alan 
Bloom Years’. Looking further forward, we shall 
hold a short AGM on 5th March which will be  

followed by a presentation by David Holmes enti-
tled ‘Garden Antiques’.

lopham ramblers
The December walk around North Lopham was well 
attended and we were all in a festive mood when we 
arrived for our Christmas lunch at the King’s Head 
where we were well looked after by Angie, George 
and their staff. We have enjoyed a variety of walks 
during 2013, some old favourites, some exploring 
new territory.

Anyone wishing to join our friendly group should 
contact Ted Young on 01379 687833 for details.

lophams’ society Christmas drop-in
The village hall was once again transformed with 
decorations, fairy lights and a Christmas tree for the 
Lophams’ Society’s Christmas Drop-in on the 13th 
of December. This annual event gives all those liv-
ing in the Lophams a chance to have a pre-Christ-
mas get-together and catch up with friends and 
neighbours prior to the big day. A free buffet, mulled 
wine, live music, a visit from Father Christmas and 
a performance of Christmas songs from the children 
of St Andrew’s School under the direction of Jenny 
Vere all helped to provide a festive atmosphere. 
Thanks to all those who attended and to all those 
members of the committee who worked really hard 
to ensure that everyone had a good time.

 Maureen Gaynor (Publicity Secretary)

Holy Bingo
Several new members joined at the end of 2013 – and 
were able to come and join us for a special lunch at 
the Kings Head. Bingo continues through the winter 
at 2pm in the Village Hall, on 3rd February and 3rd 
March. Please telephone 01379 687679 if you would 
like to come along but need help with transport.

lophams Art Group
The ‘Art and Crafts Sale’ last November was a re-
ally well supported event, both the artists and the 
craft stall holders were very pleased with the inter-
est shown. Sales of Christmas cards and donations 
for refreshments raised almost £550 for Macmillan 
Cancer Support. Thanks go to everyone who sup-
ported the event in any way.
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singing and taking the collection.
The Crib Service was another occasion that 

brought in folk from near and very far – visitors 
from the North and from across the sea in Belgium! 
The children placed all the figures in the Nativity 
scene and also led some of the singing.

12th January: was both Plough Sunday and our 
celebration of the Epiphany

The Revd Chris Davidson led a Family Com-
munion and Blessing of Ploughs in the morning, 
(though the word plough hardly describes the mod-
ern cultivator!) Lay Reader Sue Drake joined us for 
the Epiphany Carol Service – more beautiful music 
and readings to round off the Christmas season. 

The official end is on 2nd February – Candlemas! 
This will be marked at the 9.30 Holy Communion 
and also at the Family Service at 11am.

There are just a few quiet weeks before Ash 

Wednesday on March 5th, which marks the start of 
Lent. Please watch for details of the special services 
and courses in Diss, to mark this special season.

Mothering Sunday is on 31st March, when we cel-
ebrate families in general, and mothers in particular. 
Details will be published locally.

A date for your social diary
Starters & Sweets: Something to look forward to in 
the dull, dark (& cold) winter days!

Come and join us at Lophams’ Village Hall on 
Friday 21st February at 7.30pm for a fun evening of 
tasting homemade goodies – lots of Starters to try, 
including homemade soup, then an array of deli-
cious Sweets, including some that suitable for those 
who must avoid sugar, and a cheese board. Tickets 
are just £6. Soft drinks provided, but you are wel-
come to bring your own alcohol and glasses.

Diss
Library

National Libraries Day
Saturday 8th February. At Diss library one way 
we try to be part of our local community is to 
offer display space to community groups and 
promote opportunities for local people. With 
this in mind, we have a Health Trainers help-
desk at the library on 6th February 3.30-4.30 
and the following day 7th February the Open 
University will be here with their helpdesk all 
day from 10am to 4pm. Do drop in to find out 
more about Health Trainers or the many ways 
you can study with the OU.

Mobile Libraries
You can use the mobile libraries if you have a 
Norfolk library card and this is indeed a fantas-
tic service. The mobile will visit the Winfarthing 
and Shelfhanger on 5th February & 5th March, 
Burston, Gissing and Tivetshall on 6th February 
& 6th March and Bressingham, Fersfield and 

The Lophams on 13th February & 13th March. 
The exact times and locations of each visit can 
be found by ringing 01603 222267 or following 
the links to mobile libraries on our website

The Winter Offer on DVDs
Continues at Diss library; you can pick up two 
for the price of one on Wednesday evening or 
Friday afternoon to pass the time on those 
cold dark evenings.

World Book Day 
Thursday 6th March; every child at primary 
school should get a £1 voucher that can be 
exchanged for a special World Book Day mini-
book or used against the cost of any book 
at your local bookseller. W H Smith and Diss 
Publishing bookshop will both accept World 
Book Day vouchers

Opening Hours 
Monday, Thursday, Friday: 9–5
Tuesday, Saturday: 9–1 
Wednesday: 9–1; 2–7.30.

For more information on all our events and 
services visit: www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries, or 
call Diss library on 01379 642609

application is due to be submitted in January, NLPC 
will contact the agents to request that the 2nd public 
information meeting is held before this happens.

Precept; it was agreed that this should be raised 
to £3,300 for the next year.

Joint Open Meeting; in April, date to be fixed.
Vacancy; NLPC chairman, Heather Potter, is 

standing down from the PC. Any resident interested 
in serving as a parish councillor should please con-
tact the Parish Clerk for details.

Next meeting; 12th March 2014

Methodist Chapel
Does anyone have a suggestion for a new use for the 
Methodist Chapel and land? This important, listed 
building is to be preserved and will continue to be 
used occasionally as a place of worship and possibly 
as a museum of Methodist artefacts but could it have 
other community centred uses too? Please submit 
your ideas to the Parish Clerk. 

An open day is planned for May, details TBA.
The monthly informal service and Coffee Morn-

ing is becoming well established on the 4th Wednes-
day each month at 10.30 am and usually includes a 
short service of worship followed by a Coffee Morn-
ing from 11am till 12 noon. The next two are on Feb-
ruary 26th and March 26th.

Kings Head Carol and Auction event
This traditional event took place on the Sunday be-
fore Christmas Day. The regulars donated a won-
derful array of items to be auctioned and the pub 
was crowded with people to make bids in between 
singing well known carols. Many thanks to George 
and Angela for hosting the event again and provid-
ing delicious eats, to Erica who acted as auctioneer’s 
runner, and to John and Paul who gave Richard a 
break from auctioning, as well as to all the gener-
ous donors and buyers. The proceeds, boosted by the 
raffle of a beautifully decorated cake made by Chris-
sie Callow, and of an enormous chocolate robin (!!) 
together with the profits from the men’s Cake Bake, 
have passed the £2,000 mark, a stunning result. 
This will be shared by very worthy causes – larger 
amounts to the N & N Big C Cancer fund and the 
Stroke Association, with smaller amounts to our 
own Kumo Judo Club and Pre School.

st nicholas’ Church
The North Lopham Crib Festival had an amazing 
total of crib sets on display – was it 99 or the full 
100? Visitors found it took a lot longer than expected 
to look at them all. It was a thrill to have people com-
ing along from such a wide area – the first folk to 
come were from Norwich, they were followed by 
visitors from North Norfolk and South Kent and 
many places in between. The more interactive ele-
ments were a great attraction – whether watching a 
camel emerge from a lump of wood, or a king from 
scraps of wool at one end of the church or creating a 
decoration for the tree in the opposite corner.

We are very grateful to all those who so generous-
ly loaned their own cribs and to those who helped 
in any way with the refreshments or stall. The Ad-
vent Sunday finale service, led by the Revd Mag-
gie Swayze, ended with the sending out of a basket 
with our knitted Joseph, Mary and donkey to seek a 

night’s shelter in homes around the area. The Shel-
ters are known as Posada in South America, where 
the tradition started. Our figures travelled through-
out Advent, ending back in church for the Christmas 
Eve Crib Service. 

Plans are already being formulated for an even 
better event in 2014… so look out for news.

The special services for the season provided many 
more memorable moments:

Extra visitors made the Toy Service very special, 
thank you to all who gave gifts, they were safely de-
livered to Prospect House in Thetford to be shared 
with deprived families who would otherwise have 
had no Christmas treats. 

The Revd Maggie Swayze joined us for the Ad-
vent Carols. Her Reflection on the readings added a 
special dimension to the service.

It was lovely to have all of the readings taken by 
children at the Family Carol Service – thank you 
to Harry, Maddie and Thomas. The other children 
helped with lighting candles, leading some of the 
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From the Registers
Winfarthing group

FUNERALS
Patricia Pretty 23rd January, Burston
Mercy Harmer 24th January, Shelfanger

Bressingham Group

FUNERALS
Jean ellen Wharton 10th January South 

Lopham 
Mildred Joy (Millie) aves 16th January 

Bressingham 

soutH loPHAM news

st Andrew’s Church
We had a very successful Coffee Morning on Satur-
day 23rd November which raised £230. Thank you 
to all who supported this event.

The Church Organ has now been cleaned and 
re–tuned by Rodney Briscoe of Diss. Thanks to Mr  
Archie Wright for organising two very successful 
fund raising concerts. The funds raised from these 
concerts, together with a bequest and a donation 
have enabled us to complete this very important 
project.

Carol Singing: St Andrew’s Church had a very 
enjoyable evening of carol singing accompanied by 
the Deneside Ramblers and Jennie Vere on Friday 
20th December at The White Horse, South Lopham, 
by kind invitation of Nigel and Tracy Martin and 
our thanks go to them for their hospitality.

Christmas Service: We were very pleased to 
welcome the Revd. Maggie Swayze on Christmas 
morning to celebrate Holy Eucharist, this service 
was very well attended.

Parish Council
Tim Frizzell was elected Chairman for the meeting 
held on the 9th January 2014.

A precept of £2820 will be requested for 2014–
2015 financial year to allow the Parish Council to 
fulfil its requirements. 

Alan Briggs gave a presentation regarding the 
solar farm proposals and explained that an appeal 
has been lodged against the decision by Breckland 
Council not to require an EIA for the Whitebreads 
Farm site. The Parish Council will request a public 
meeting be held with Richard Pike Associates to dis-
cuss their plans for the Whitebreads Farm site.

The pothole in Church Street has now been re-
paired and works have been ordered for the flooding 
on Redgrave Road by Chequers Farm.

John Crisp has agreed to become the new Chair-
man of the Council and a vacancy for the position of 
Clerk still remains. 

The next Council meeting is on 13th March 2014 
at Valley Farm, Low Common at 7.30pm. 

Friends of south lopham Church
The Friends continue to work towards funding the 
maintenance of the fabric of our beautiful Nor-
man Church and are always looking for volunteers 
to help in this worthwhile task. Anyone interested 
should contact Evelyn Logsdail 01379 68728.

Murphy’s Rambles
O

Hello folks,

Well it’s been a slippery couple of months 
for walks – if we’re not mud sliding, it’s icy 
roads but at least the mud allows my human 
to see the animal tracks that I find with my 
nose!

We have also had some amazing red skies 
in the morning, wonderful to walk in a pink 
tinged world and then one morning when 
all had faded we had a rainbow to escort 
us back down Common Road. Just before 
Christmas our morning walks were made 
by the light of the full moon and, if we were 
lucky, with 3 deer stalking parallel to us in 
the next field.

In the afternoon, sometimes the sun is 
so bright that the colours of the trees and 
bushes glow so vividly that they look un-
real, especially the ornamental cherry tree 
on Church Road.

But on dark, dank days it’s good to look at 
the hedgerows and see catkins dangling and 
leaf buds already swelling – Winter to get 
through but Spring is on it’s way! 

Events at
Redgrave

& Lopham
Fen

Saturday 1 February, 10.30am–1pm
Guided fen walk
Enjoy the sights and sounds of the Fen with 
enthusiast and naturalist John Hill. £3 Meet at 
the Education Centre, no booking required.

Wednesday 5 February, 10am–12noon
Find out about volunteering
There are opportunities both at the Fen and 
at Knettishall Heath. Discover how you could 
get involved with work parties, educational 
activities and events. There are lots of roles from 
conservation work to admin. Just drop in. No 
experience necessary.

Saturday 8 February, 10.30am–12.30pm
Wildlife Watch Group
A club for 6–12yr olds, £1. Contact Mike 
Wraight 01379 644508

Tuesday 18 February, 2pm–4pm
Bird box building family afternoon
Make a nest box and bird feeder to take home. 
£5 per box. Booking essential 01379 688333

Wednesday 19 February, 10am–2pm
Tracks and trails activity day
For 6–10 year olds. Explore the Fen , track the 
wild animals that live there. £6 each or 2 sib-
lings for £10. Booking essential 01379 688333

Saturday 1 March, 10.30am–1pm
Guided fen walk
Enjoy the sights and sounds of the Fen with 
enthusiast and naturalist John Hill. £3 Meet at 
the Education Centre, no booking required.

Saturday 8 March, 10.30am–12.30pm
Wildlife Watch Group 
A club for 6–12yr olds, £1. Contact Mike 
Wraight 01379 644508

Saturday 29 March, 10am–3pm
Botanical Illustration
Join professional botanical artist, Christine 
Grey-Wilson, on this relaxing and supportive 
workshop looking at a range 
of illustration techniques. The 
emphasis will be on botanical 
accuracy and seasonal plant 
material such as spring flowers 
and bulbs. £25/£21.50. Book-
ing essential 01473 890089

Sunday 13 April, 10am–3pm

Plant Sale
Over 20 award-winning and 
specialist nurseries selling 
perennials, trees, shrubs, fruit 
bushes, herbs, ferns, alpines 
and lots more! Plus second 
hand tools and donated 
plants. Adults £1.50, children 
free. Hot/cold refreshments 
available. Dogs on leads 
welcome. 01379 688333


