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Landscape, restoration, conservation or education projects that enhance the 
countryside, or people’s knowledge of and access to it, are being sought by cpre 
Norfolk, as potential winners of this year’s cpre Norfolk Awards. These presti-
gious awards are presented annually by The Campaign to Protect Rural England 
in Norfolk (cpre Norfolk) to recognise and encourage projects and activities that 
are beneficial to the Norfolk countryside.  
‘Norfolk continues to be under threat from over and insensitive development, 
but we know that there are wonderful projects taking place in the county that 
really improve the landscape, or our understanding of it. These projects, often  
by small community groups on limited budgets, deserve to be recognised and 
those involved should be applauded for what they are doing. For over 30 years 
the cpre Norfolk Awards have acknowledged the efforts of these groups and 
individuals who have created something special and by so doing, we hope to 
encourage more high quality projects in our beautiful county.’ 

Application forms are available from the website www.cprenorfolk.org.uk, or 
by emailing info@cprenorfolk.org.uk or by phoning the cpre Norfolk office on 
01603 761660. To be considered for this year’s Awards, all applications must be 
received by Friday 8th June 2012. 
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� Other items the Editors think you might like to know about

Events at
Redgrave and
Lopham Fen
Tuesday 3rd April, 10am–12noon
Springtime Fun at the Fen
Family event
Children £3.50, Adults £1.50
Booking essential 01379 688333

Wednesday 4th April, 10am–1pm
Introduction to water voles
Take a closer look at this elusive species and 
discover how to identify their habitats, look at 
their ecology, status in Suffolk and learn survey-
ing techniques, with Penny Hemphill.
£10/£8.50.
Booking essential 01473 890089

Saturday 7th April, 10.30am–12.30pm
Guided Walk
Volunteer-led seasonal walk to enjoy the sights 
and sounds of the Fen
Adult £3, child £1
Booking preferable 01379 688333

Saturday 14th April, 10.30am–12.30pm
Wildlife Watch group
A club for 6–12yr olds
£1.50, details 01379 688333

Sunday 15th April, 10am–4pm
Plant Sale
Over 20 award winning and specialist nurs-
eries. Perennials, shrubs, ferns, herbs, trees, 
alpines, seeds and more. Plus secondhand tools, 
donated plants and mulch. Hot refreshments 
available. Dogs on short leads welcome.
Adults £1, children free

Wednesday 25th April, 10am–3pm
Botanical Illustration
Looking at a range of illustration techniques 
using seasonal plant material with an emphasis 
on botanical accuracy, with Christine Grey-
Wilson. £20
Booking essential 01473 890089

Friday 4th May,
10am–2pm
Reptile monitoring 
and surveying
An introductory course 
on the biology, habitat 
requirements and 

conservation of Suffolk’s reptiles with John 
Baker. £25/£21.50
Booking essential 01473 890089

Saturday 5th May, 10.30am–12.30pm
Guided Walk
Volunteer-led seasonal walk to enjoy the sights 
and sounds of the Fen
Adult £3, child £1
Booking preferable 01379 688333

Saturday 12th May, 10.30am–12.30pm
Wildlife Watch group
A club for 6–12yr olds. £1.50, details 01379 
688333

Sunday 13th May, 
10am–4pm
Spring birds
Improve your obser-
vational skills and gain 
confidence to recognise 
birds by sight and sound, 
with Paul Holness. £20, 
£17 concession. Booking 
essential 01473 890089

Saturday 26th May, 10am–3pm
Botanical Illustration
Looking at a range of illustration techniques 
using seasonal plant material with an emphasis 
on botanical accuracy, with Christine Grey-
Wilson. £20
Booking essential 01473 890089

Deborah Key, Education Officer,
Suffolk Wildlife Trust
redgrave.education@suffolkwildlifetrust.org



4 5

Upper Waveney Benefice…

Dear Readers,

As you may be aware, the Revd Rob Mellowship is on a period of extended sick 
leave. I feel sure that you will pray for him and Jan and their future.

For now, the Churchwardens and I are legally responsible for the day to day af-
fairs of each parish. Thanks to the willing help of local retired clergy and the Diss 
staff team, the normal pattern of Sunday services has been almost entirely main-
tained. Weddings and Baptisms that have already been booked will proceed as 
planned but anyone wanting to make a new booking should contact the Diss Par-
ish Office (tel: 01379 643783) in the first instance to deal with all the paperwork 
and liaise with the wardens (whose names and phone numbers appear on the cen-
tre page of the magazine, under the Services plan) regarding all the local details.

In the event of a bereavement, the undertakers will contact the Office to arrange 
for a priest to officiate and the churchwardens to arrange all the church details.

Churchwardens will direct anyone who needs a priest’s pastoral care to one of our 
team. 

During April and May, some of the most significant days in the Church Year occur. 
Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday (April 1st this year) which commemorates the 
day Jesus entered Jerusalem, Maundy Thursday commemorates the Last Supper 
and the betrayal by Judas, Good Friday focuses on the arrest, trial, crucifixion and 
burial of Jesus Christ. On Holy Saturday Jesus rested in the grave.

Easter, the oldest and the most important Christian Festival, celebrates the death 
and return to life of Jesus Christ. The dawn of Easter Sunday with its message of 
new life is the high point of the Christian year.

 Ascension Day (May 17th) marks when Jesus returned to heaven and Pentecost 
(27th May) when the Holy Spirit came to the disciples, the ‘birthday’ of the 
Church.

I hope that you will want to share in some of these special days.

Please be assured of my prayers for you all, for those who minister to you and for 
Rob and Jan.

The Revd Canon Tony Billett Rural Dean

Benefice Events

   Special Services for Holy Week and Easter
 Palm Sunday April 1st Fersfield 6.30pm Evensong with Passion Reading

 Maundy Thursday S Lopham 7.30pm Holy Communion & Stripping Altar

 Good Friday Fersfield 10am Stations of the Cross
  N Lopham 2pm Last Hour at the Cross

 Easter Sunday Bressingham 9.30am Group Easter Communion
  N Lopham 11am Family Easter Service
  N Lopham 6.30pm Easter Praise
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Women’s World Day of Prayer
This year’s local service, prepared by the women of 
Malaysia, was held in Roydon Parish Room. A good 
congregation, with Methodist & Baptists alongside 
Anglicans, shared a mixture of readings, thoughts 
and prayers, interspersed with hymns familiar and 
quite new. We were very grateful to our speaker, Jen-
nifer Dennis, who spoke with wisdom, and humour 
too, on the theme ‘Let Justice Prevail’; many others 
took an active part in the occasion. It was good to 
mingle afterwards, sharing news and experiences 
over tea and biscuits.

Annual Meetings
Each parish will hold a Vestry meeting, open to all 
residents, during the next few weeks, at which the 
churchwardens for the coming year will be elected. 
Each meeting will be advertised locally.

The Benefice Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
for all five parishes will be held on Thursday 26th 
April, in Bressingham Primary School at 7.15 for 
7.30pm start.

The Rural Dean will chair this meeting, at which 
reports on parish life during 2011 will be given, be-
fore the individual parishes meet for their own busi-
ness – Reports on the Church Fabric, PCC business 
and the Accounts for last year – and to elect PCC 
representatives for the year ahead. All residents are 
welcome, but only those on the Church Electoral 
Roll may vote. We hope to see non PCC folk there. 
Do contact your wardens if transport is a problem. 
(details on Services page)

Visit by the Bishop of Norwich
The Rt Rev Graham James, Bishop of Norwich is 
to come to the Benefice on 29th April, for a Com-
munion service at 10.30am in St Andrew’s, South 
Lopham, during which all the recent building work 
and improvements will be dedicated. This is such a 
special occasion, that it will be the only service in 
our parishes that day, so do make a special effort to 
be there.

BrEssiNghAM NEWs

Church News
It was with the deepest regret that we heard that the 
Rev’d Rob Mellowship was on extended sick leave. 
We have been aware that Rob had been struggling 
for some time and we are very grateful that he has 
been able to continue for as long as he has. This, we 
are sure, is due to the fact that Jan has helped him in 
so many ways.

To you both, Rob and Jan we send from the parish 
of Bressingham our heartfelt thanks for all you have 
achieved. We pray that your heath will soon begin 
to improve, Rob, and that you may both enjoy more 
time together without the stresses of parish life.

Should anyone need a priest whilst Rob is indis-
posed it will not be difficult to arrange. In the case of 
a bereavement the local undertakers will contact the 
Rural Dean. If you are planning to book a wedding 
or baptism these should be booked by you with the 
Rural Dean, Canon Tony Billett on 01379 642072.

If you have any problems or any queries, please do 
not hesitate to contact either of the churchwardens. 
Rodger Aves (01379 687263) or Diana Burroughes 
(01379 688291)

A date for your diary! On Easter Sunday 8th April 
there will be a Holy Communion service in Bress-
ingham Church at 9.30am. Everyone is most wel-
come and we look forward to seeing you then.

Parish Council
At the March meeting, the report of Norfolk Coun-
cillor, Mr Spratt, dealt mainly with finances; the 
Concessionary Fares scheme is proving expensive 
with no Government help and further savings will 
be needed next year. The Highway maintenance 
budget will not be cut but child and adult services 
are likely to lose out.

Mr Weeks (SNDC) said that no sites are to be 
developed in Bressingham, only infilling. Details 
of these plots will probably be announced in May. 
He felt the Authorities must give more thought to 
the increased demand for water resulting from large 
developments.

Mrs Handy, as a Trustee of the Town Lands Char-
ity, said that they hoped to change the wording of 
the trust deed from ‘Bressingham’ to ‘the Parish of 
Bressingham’ and to amalgamate the Town Lands 
with the two other charities – the Clay Allotments 
and Fuel Allotments.

The dangerous condition of our roads, with more 
potholes and raised metal covers apparent, was dis-
cussed. Common Road residents are very concerned 
at the state of their road and footpaths.

All households are to receive a commemorative 
Jubilee mug, funded by the Parish Council. Money 
left in the Parish Plan funds will be divided between 
Bressingham and Fersfield for Jubilee Celebrations.

Many points raised in the Plan have already been 
addressed; poor Broadband is still an issue.

A vacancy on the Parish Council has arisen be-
cause of the resignation of Mrs Craggs. The Foot-
path Warden, Mr Harvey, has also decided to resign. 
It is hoped that these vacancies will be quickly filled.

The Parish Meeting takes place on Tuesday 24th 
April in the Village Hall and the next Council meet-
ing is on 14th May in Fersfield Church 

Bressingham Drama group
We have just performed our yearly Pantomime; as 
usual we were well supported by the community and 
beyond. This year it was ‘Treasure Island’ which we 
put on at the half term holiday. This works well, es-
pecially for the younger cast members who won’t 
have school the next day. Everyone worked very 
hard and had a really enjoyable time.

The final net profit going to the village hall will be 
in the region of £1300. Very well done to everyone 
involved.

‘Elizabeth Blather’, the drama about a Bressin-
gham ghost, written and directed by Jon Young, a 
club member, was performed in March; the proceeds 
are going to ‘Help for Heroes’ and ‘Combat Stress’.

During September we hope to perform a comedy 
called ‘Smalls Talk’ We will keep you posted.

review
Keeping up with tradition, the theatre goers of the 
villages and surrounding area witnessed another 
splendid pantomime production, this year it was 
‘Treasure Island’. It was another magnificent per-

formance, a little saucy perhaps, but nonetheless it 
played to full houses and everyone thoroughly en-
joyed it. 

As if this wasn’t enough for one year, another 
production followed within a month, this time by the 
Norwich Psychical Society (alias the Bressingham 
and Fersfield Village Hall Drama Group). Eliza-
beth Blather (Jessica Young), the spirit rumoured to 
haunt the village, was finally put to rest after a full 
investigation by Professor Marian Frond (Brenda 
Webb) Professor of Medieval History, Sally Martin 
(Amy Betts) an electronic photographic and com-
puter expert, and Timothy Braithwaite (Jon Young) 
Chairman of the Norwich Psychical Society.

A hair raising evening was the result with some 
members of the audience unable to take it on board 
because it was so harrowing and haunting, even 
people sceptical about the existence of ghosts had 
their opinions changed.

On behalf of both audiences, I say thank you very 
much indeed to the B&FVHDG for their produc-
tions, one funny and one spine chilling, both part of 
the rich fabric of the Bressingham and Fersfield Vil-
lage community.

A well satisfied and grateful supporter.

Bressingham and Fersfield Village hall
A separate committee has been formed to organise 
something for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, the 
event will take place on Monday 4th June.

Archery sessions At the hall on Sundays from 3pm 
to 5pm but low numbers mean we are going to do it 
fortnightly and see how things go. Cost is still £6 
per session with an instructor. If you are interested 
just come along and have a go. You can contact Bren-
da Webb on 01379 688375 for more details.

Petanque is played on Saturdays from 10.30 to 
12.30 Again come along to the court which is situat-
ed on the village hall car park. Boules are provided.
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‘Eastern Angles’ Professional Touring Theatre 
Group is coming to the hall on Monday 30th April. 
They will be performing ‘Private Resistance’ a 
world war two drama of secrecy and sacrifice. This 
is an exciting new venture for us. The cost for this 
one night performance will be £7.50 per head. They 
have been performing in the county for a lot of years 
and are very popular. The tickets will be available 
from the village shop during April. Or telephone 
01379 687729. 

Diamond Jubilee Committee
Please see Fersfield, page 10.

Bressingham & District Ladies Club
Despite some murky Monday evenings, our 32 
members have enjoyed our monthly meetings which 
always provide a welcome opportunity to catch up 
with one another over a cup of tea or coffee (and, 
hush hush, the odd chocolate biscuit, thanks to Jan!) 

In January Frances Hart visited us in the guise of 
Mrs Mozart and gave an interesting account of her 
life with her short-lived husband, accompanied by a 
taste of his charming music.

At our February meeting, Lawrence Flatman had 
only a short distance to come to visit us and share 
his delightful reminiscences of the characters he 
has met along the way and his happy years spent 
at Blooms. We heard about all the preparation that 
went on behind the scenes in order to achieve that 
ultimate accolade – winning a gold medal at the 
Chelsea Flower Show.The AGM is on 16th April and 
we are looking forward to some new faces joining 
our committee bringing with them some fresh ideas. 
Our current committee members have worked very 
hard over the past year and have enjoyed themselves 
too.

David Eddershaw will be our speaker on 21st 
May, he will tell us about ‘The Real Larkrise’ and so 
in the meantime we will hopefully have the chance to 
re-read Flora Thompson’s wonderful book about her 
country childhood.

Our meetings are held on the third Monday of 
each month at 7.45 at Bressingham Village Hall, 
visitors are most welcome to come along. For further 
information please call 01379 687541.

FErsFiELD NEWs

Fersfield Church News
Services in the benefice were cancelled during the 
February snowfall but the weather didn’t stop 
Fersfield Friends from having a ‘do’ to celebrate St 
Valentine’s Day and I can do no better than to let you 
have Jan Sumpter’s view of the evening.

‘On a bitterly cold night in mid February, forty 
people piled into the warmth of a Fersfield home 
to celebrate Valentine’s Day. Having battled their 
way through the ice and snow, their reward on ar-
rival was a glass of pink fizz which preceded a three 
course dinner served by a team of Romeos (hus-
bands) seductively attired in aprons. The whole 
evening was love themed and the games between 
courses included film and TV trivia, various quizzes 
and love stories compiled and related by the dinner 
guests.’

The evening was a charity event and raised £200 
for Chapel Road Special School, Attleborough. This 
report, together with photographs, can be found on 
the Bressingham and Fersfield website.

On a more serious note, I am sure everyone is 
aware that Rev’d Rob has retired from the benefice 
due to ill health and I hope you will join the Church-
wardens and the PCC in wishing him a speedy 
recovery.

holy Week/Easter services
Palm Sunday (April 1st); Evensong at 6.30pm with a 
dramatised reading of the Passion.

Good Friday (April 6th); Stations of the Cross at 
10am.

Diary Dates 
April 22nd – Jumble sale at Bressingham Village 
Hall; 10am –12.30pm in aid of the Alzheimer’s  
Society.

May 19th – Keep this date free for an evening not 
to be missed! Karl’s Bavarian Brass Band is coming 
to Fersfield.

Maureen Webb

Bressingham & Fersfield Diamond Jubilee 
Committee
We are holding two celebrations one in Bressingham 
and one in Fersfield.

The Bressingham one is on Monday 4thJune at 
the playing field, starting at tea time. There will 
be a mini Olympics for the younger members with 
entertainment and a ‘Talent Contest’ for the older 
ones. A tea for the children will be followed later in 

the evening by a hog roast for the adults. All of this 
will culminate in the lighting of the beacon (situated 
in Folly Lane) which will be seen by the people on 
the playing field and the villages around. The gen-
eral idea is for everyone in the community to come 
along and have a pleasant night out, good food, good 
drink, good entertainment and a good chin wag with 
friends and neighbours.

The Fersfield Event will be on Saturday 2nd June 
from 5–7pm and will be an Old Fashioned Family 
Tea Party with music and children’s entertainment. 

Full Details to follow. Everyone is welcome, so 
why not make a week-end of it, starting in Fersfield 
and finishing in Bressingham for the lighting of the 
Beacon. Make this a real Parish get together. 

Community Website
For latest news, including any changes to scheduled 
events, please visit:
http://www.bressinghamandfersfield.org

Margaret Harris and Liz Handy

 

LoPhAMs’ NEWs

st Andrew’s Primary school
St Andrew’s have been very active during the last 
two months. 

The children are now benefitting from new wood-
land seating in an outside classroom, a new friend-
ship bench and scooters to play on at break times. In 
addition School Council is organising events to pay 
for the new soft furnishings for the library. 

Pupils in year 5 at St Andrew’s were great ambas-
sadors for the school, when they came fifth in Clus-
ter Sportshall Athletics in February. At the end of 
February year 5 and 6 also took part in Area Cross 
Country. Congratulations to Lucy Bernard who 
came second out of over 100 competitors and has 
been offered a place in the County finals. 

The second half of the spring half term began 
with all children focusing on preparing for Lent. 
On Shrove Tuesday children were invited to enjoy a 
pancake breakfast hosted by Friends of St Andrew’s 
School (FOSTA) with some children eating up to 
four pancakes! 

A film night was a highlight for the children at St 
Andrew’s. FOSTA organised an evening for children 
in the partnership, where they could come in their 
pyjamas and enjoy popcorn and soft drinks while 
watching a film!

Thursday 1st March was a busy day for pupils; 
they enjoyed a range of world book day activities, 
came to school wearing the colours of the Welsh flag 
to celebrate St David’s day and reflected on why he 
is the patron saint for Wales. 

St Andrew’s are currently looking for people to be 
associate members of the School Governing Body. If 
this is something you would be interested in finding 
out more about, please contact the Headteacher or 
Chair of Governors at St Andrew’s using the contact 
details below. 

St Andrew’s now look forward to the term ahead. 
Year 3 and 4 have been invited to represent the 
school at Tag Rugby and Cross Country, Year 2 
and above are excited about their trip to London to 
see ‘The Wizard of Oz’, Year 5 have the opportunity 
to see the London BBC Symphonic Orchestra play 
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and the partnership have a Science week and ‘Holy 
Week’ planned.

If you would like to know more about St An-
drew’s then please visit the website at www.stan-
drews.schoolpartnership.org or contact the school 
on 01379 687253 or by e-mail to executivehead@
schoolpartnership.org and come and look around. 
We would love to hear from you. 

Louise Norgate

FosTA 
The Beetle drive was well attended and raised £116, 
thanks to all who came or helped in any way.

Thank you to all who donated textiles for Bag 2 
School; 360kg was collected and raised £180! The 
next collection will be on the 2nd October 2012.

The children really enjoyed their ‘Pancake Break-
fast’ on 21st Feb; £15 was raised.

We are considering the purchase of an amplifier 
and mike for the school, to help with productions, 
church services and sports days.

Forthcoming Events
The Summer BBQ and Fete is planned for July (ex-
act date to be decided)

Lophams FOSTA yard sales are planned for 16th 
September 2012 (TBC)

Pre school
The children at Pre-School have been very busy 
since Christmas with lots of crafting, painting, play-
ing, and making pancakes on Shrove Tuesday. They 
are now busy thinking about Easter and decorat-
ing Easter eggs. They will be having an Easter egg 
hunt before the end of term. We have been to visit 
our friends in school and also held a very successful 
open morning.

St Andrews Preschool has its home at St Andrews 
School in North Lopham in the white building close 
to the car park. We offer a caring environment in 
which children are encouraged to learn and develop 
through play using a huge variety of equipment to 
stimulate young minds. Children are welcome to 
join us from their second birthday.

We have a few spaces available at the moment; 
please contact manager Tonya for more information. 
(07962219523)

St Andrew’s Preschool currently has a vacancy 
for a lunch club assistant on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays (12pm to 1pm). If you are interested in 
this post, please give Tonya a call.

Lophams’ Ladies
Members have travelled in both distance and time 
recently! In February, Ronald and Edna Buggey 
brought to the Village Hall the slides and photos 
of their visit to Antarctica ten years ago. As well as 
views of various kinds of penguins, members saw 
the remains of whaling stations, explorers’ huts and 
scientific installations, plus the world’s most south-
erly post office - which is still occupied and used! 

In March, Frances Hart dressed up as ‘Mrs 
Mozart’ to divulge lesser known facts about the 
composer. Her fascinating talk was illustrated with 
delightful extracts of his music. Meetings go back to 
evenings at 7.30 in April; the AGM on the 3rd will be 
followed by a talk ‘The Wheel of the Year’ by Anne 
Marie Clark. Peter Booth Smith is to talk about ‘The 
Tea Trade’ on May 1st, when there will be a Bring 
& Buy stall.

Visitors are always welcome. For more informa-
tion, ring 01379 687337

Lophams’ garden Club 
Meets at Blooms Garden Centre, first Wednesday of 
each month at 7.30pm.

We welcomed Mr Rodney Tibbs to our meeting 
in February and much enjoyed his presentation enti-
tled ‘Restoring a Cottage Garden’. He accompanied 
his talk with a selection of slides of his own garden, 
taken over the course of about twenty years, show-
ing how with much hard work he had changed a 
very challenging site to a beautiful garden of which 
he can be very proud.

Our AGM took place on 7th March and this was 
followed by ‘Gardeners Question Time’ chaired by 
Stella Taylor.

On 4th April we look forward to welcoming Sue 
Wooster who will give a presentation on ‘Campanu-
las’, and looking further forward, on May 2nd we 
will be joined by garden designer Lucy Redman.

Visitors and new members are always very wel-
come to our meetings. Telephone 01379 687833 for 
more information.

Lophams’ (holy) Bingo 
Sessions continue in the Village Hall, from 2 to 4pm 
on the first Monday each month. Residents from 
any local village are welcome to come along – the 
chat between games is as important to our members 
as the bingo itself, so please take this as a personal 
invitation! For help with transport, just ring 01379 
687679.

Diamond Jubilee
You are invited to join in the Lophams celebration 
of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee on Saturday 2nd 
June at the Village Hall and Playing Field, where an 
action packed series of events for all ages will take 
place, starting at 2pm. - entry free.

Attractions will include a children’s fancy dress 
parade with a royal theme, a children’s ‘Street Par-
ty’, Punch and Judy, swing boats, hoopla, skittles, 
coconut shy, maypole dancing, horse and carriage 
rides and a get-together for Teens at 5.30. Music will 
be provided by The Waveney Four and Capt. Kirk’s 
Mandolin Band. Refreshments, including cream 
teas, home-made cakes, fish and chips, barbecue, 
hot snacks and alcoholic drinks will be on sale. At 
7.30 there will be music and dancing, entry £5 per 
head, children 15 and under free.

A souvenir brochure for the occasion, with loyal 
greetings from local groups and individuals is be-
ing printed, with one copy destined for Buckingham 
Palace!

Commemorative medallions for all our children 
and teenagers up to Y11 will be distributed at a sim-
ple service on June 10th. 

Memories of past Jubilees will feature in the next 
edition of the magazine.

Lophams’ Village hall
David Copperfield performed by Mad Dogs & 
Englishmen: We do hope many readers were able to 
see the production in March. 

A Free Sports Taster Day, on Sunday 13th May be-
tween 2pm and 5pm, will be a fantastic opportunity 
for all ages to try lots of different activities both in-
doors and out. There will be coaching for each activ-
ity and all at No Charge. Look out for posters and 
flyers, then come along and ‘Have a go!’ 

The Lottery  our opportunity to support the Village 
Hall and have a bit of fun too - continues to attract 
new members. Recent winners: For January, first 
prize winner, A Wallis received £196 and second 
prize winners R Flack and D Blanchard won £49 
each! In February, the 1st prize of £190 was won 
by A Briggs; 2nd prizes of £47.50 each were won 
by F Weber and D Blanchard . 

New members, and those who need to renew are 
urged to get in touch: Copies of the full rules and 
entry forms are available from promoter, Eileen, tel; 
01379 687608, from Village Hall Treasurer, Tim Co-
lyer, tel; 01379 687718, from other Village Hall Com-
mittee members (see the website for details), or at 
the Farmers’ Market and at Village Hall Events. 

Farmers’ Markets are on the fourth Saturday each 
month, from 9am till 12.30pm, February’s was our 
11th birthday, so attracted a visit from the press. The 
next dates are April 28th and May 26th. For details, 
call Mike on 01379 687 235.

Judo is on Mondays & Wednesdays - (Details from 
Howard on1379 688 258)

Dog Training is held most Tuesday evenings, train-
er Elaine ( 07845 776 110) will provide information. 

Art Classes are held on Wednesdays; morning ses-
sions are fully booked but there are a few spaces for 
the 1 to 4pm slot. The tutor is Susie Turner. (687 434)

Through the summer, there will be several ‘one 
off ’ Saturday workshops, featuring a range of tech-
niques and teachers. Details are on the web site.

To book the hall for private functions, please con-
tact 01379 687 679. To find out more about generally, 
visit the web-site www.lophamsvillagehall.co.uk . 

Ceilidh A Lophams’ Ceilidh will be held at the Vil-
lage Hall on Friday 11th May, from 7.30pm, with 
music by the Deneside Ramblers, and a licensed 
bar. Tickets are just £6 if bought in advance and 
include a special hot dog, using Brown’s super sau-
sages. Contact 687953 or 687679.
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NorTh LoPhAM NEWs

Parish Council
At the meeting on 14th March, Heather Potter suc-
ceeded Robert Carley as Chairperson.

The dangerous tree near the school has been re-
moved.

No new planning applications have been received.
Paths/Highways: New 30mph signs to replace 

those missing at the southern end of the village 
are still on order. The Meadow Farm entrance has 
not been repaired, the workmen went to the wrong 
place. Kings Head Lane subsidence has re-occurred; 
the entrance to Tanns Lane is breaking up.

Several complaints have been received about 
damage to verges caused by vehicles being parked 
on them, footpaths being obstructed because wheel-
ie bins are left out for too long and dog faeces being 
left in plastic bags by paths. Would residents please 
respect the verges, take in bins promptly and use the 
dog waste bins provided. Possible funding to pro-
vide dropped kerbs opposite the PO and School is 
being investigated.

Lopham Links, to save time and money, are ne-
gotiating with the White Horse pub to site the play 
area there. The council agreed not to withdraw its 
donation provided a satisfactory, long term contract 
can be agreed.

Diamond Jubilee celebration; a further £100 
funding has been obtained from Breckland Council.

Next meeting: Open meeting Friday 13th April 
at the Village Hall with SLPC and Lophams Society 
AGM 9th May at the Methodist Schoolroom.

North Lopham Lent Lunches
This year, all the money raised will go to the dioc-
esan project to help women in Papua New Guinea, 
our link area on the far side of the world. The lunch-
es launched on Ash Wednesday and continue until 
Holy Week on Tuesdays between 12noon and 2pm 
in homes round the village. Grateful thanks go to all 
those who opened their homes for these occasions, 
and provided bread, cheese and pickles, plus deli-
cious extras for us to enjoy.

st Nicholas’ Church
As most readers will know, our Rector the Rev. Rob, 
is off on a period of extended sickness leave at the 
moment. Our prayers go to him and Jan, and their 
family. We are very grateful to the retired priests 
who give their time so generously to maintain the 
sacramental services. 

Mothering Sunday was on 18th March – families, 
especially Mothers were celebrated at the 11am All 
Age Service; there were posies for the ladies present, 
and those who were not well enough to come along.

Palm Sunday is on 1st April. The entry of Jesus 
to Jerusalem will be remembered at a 9.30am Holy 
Communion, then at the 11am All Age service.

On Good Friday, 6th, there will be an hour at the 
foot of a 14ft cross, from 2 to 3pm.

After this service, the church will be open for its 
transformation from starkness to beauty in readi-
ness for Easter Day. Gifts of flowers and foliage, or 
help with the arranging will be most warmly wel-
comed.

Easter Day will be celebrated at two ‘Home Team 
services - an All Age service at 11am, then Easter 
Praise with members of the benefice choir at 6.30. 
Do join us!

Note: those who like to celebrate Easter at Dawn 
on Easter Day, are invited to go to St Mary’s, Diss, 
at 6am, for a Walk down to the Mere for the Ser-
vice, followed by breakfast at the United Reformed 
Church.

Starters & Sweets was postponed from an icy 
February evening, and will now be held on Fri-
day 20th April. As 21st is the birthday of HM The 
Queen, and 23rd is St George’s Day, we hope to have 
a suitably English flavour for the event! Tickets are 
still just £5, from Jennie or PCC members, so we 
hope many people will come along to enjoy sampling 
the range of delicious foods on offer. Soft drinks will 
be provided – bring your own alcohol if desired. 
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st Andrew’s Church 
At the moment, our Rector The Rev’d Rob Mellow-
ship is away on extended sickness leave. For urgent 
pastoral matters please contact The Rev’d Tony 
Billett on 01379 642072.

south Lopham Parish Council
The following points arose out of the Meeting held 
on Thursday, 8th March, 2012:

1. In relation to planning, it was noted that the 
Settlement Boundary in South Lopham had been 
abolished. This means that there is a strong pre-
sumption against all new development except cer-
tain categories, e.g. low cost housing.

2. Norfolk County Council had agreed to paint a 
‘slow’ sign on the road by the village name sign on 
the way in from Diss. The Council would not agree 
to move the 30 mph sign back towards Diss.

3. Discussions are taking place with Norfolk 
County Council and Breckland Council concerning 
the upkeep of certain rights of way. It is hoped to pro-
duce a plan of such rights of way in South Lopham. 

4. The attention of the Council had been drawn 
to the issue of dog-fouling around the village. Some 
owners are wrapping the waste in polythene bags 
and leaving it next to the paths. This is thoroughly 
anti-social and the offending owners are strongly 
urged to dispose of the waste at their homes.

5. It was decided by a majority vote not to ask for 
the return of the Council’s £200 contribution to Lo-
pham Links to help with the funding of a children’s 
playground at the Village Hall. This issue arose be-
cause owing to the non-availability of grants and 
funding it has not been possible to proceed with 
the original plan. The alternative proposal is for the 
playground to be located in the garden of the White 
Horse Pub. Final terms for such playground have 
yet to be agreed with the White Horse but negotia-
tions are at an advanced stage.

6. A report about the preparations for the Jubilee 
Celebrations on 2nd June was considered. There is a 
need to recruit further volunteers to help with prepa-
rations and on the day itself. Anyone interested 

should contact Granville Horan on 01379 640355 or 
granvillehoran@hotmail.com. The book exchange 
at the telephone kiosk in Primrose Lane will be re-
placed in due course by a cardboard cut-out of the 
Queen and certain other artwork (all to be done by 
the children of St. Andrew’s School) as part of the 
Jubilee Celebrations.

7. The Annual Village Meeting will take place 
at 7 for 7.30pm on Friday, 13th April at the Village 
Hall. All residents are urged to attend so that they 
can hear the report of the Parish Council and local 
groups. It is an opportunity to raise questions about 
the Council or any local issue. The meeting will be 
followed by the equivalent for North Lopham and 
then by the AGM of the Lophams’ Society. The So-
ciety will provide complimentary wine, soft drinks 
and nibbles.

8. Approximately £160 of the Malson legacy re-
mains unspent. Various ideas were mentioned and 
residents are invited to submit suggestions, possibly 
at the ‘Village Meeting.’

Lophams ramblers
On a misty March morning Lophams Ramblers set 
off for one of our regular walks around North and 
South Lopham. Gradually the weather cleared, al-
though it was chillier than the previous couple of 
days. The photograph was taken by one of our newer 
members.
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BURSTON
GISSING
SHELFANGER
TIVETSHALL
WINFARTHING

The Rector of the Winfarthing Group
The Revd David F Mills

Winfarthing Rectory
Church Lane, Winfarthing, Norfolk IP22 2EA

Tel: 01379 643646
E-mail: revdfmills1812@gmail.com

 THE COCK CROW TEAM CORRESPONDENTS

• • • • • • • • •  Next Copy date is Monday 7th May latest, please send via your correspondents who will forward by email to copyforcrow@keme.co.uk or the group editor; details above • • • • • • • • •

EDITORS 
Winfarthing Group: Vivienne Wheeler, 
Jacks Barn, Common Road, Shelfanger IP22 2DR     
01379 642622   Vivienne.wheeler@btinternet.com

Bressingham Group: Tim Colyer, ‘Bermick’, Tanns 
Lane, North Lopham, IP22 2LZ 
01379 687718 timcolyer@yahoo.co.uk

SECRETARY 
Jennie Vere, Southlands, Church Corner, North Lopham, 
Diss, Norfolk. 
01379 687679 jennyvere@btinternet.com

TREASURER 
Marie Hewitt, 68 Common Road, Bressingham  
P22 2BB. 01379 687376.   Cheques for donations payable to 
‘Cock Crow Committee’ please

ADVERTISING CO-ORDINATOR 
Lynda Sullivan, Rosario Cottage, Rectory Road,  
Tivetshall St Mary NR15 2AL  01379 676713 
copyforcrow@keme.co.uk Further details page 36

Bressingham Diana Burroughes, Burrowood, Wilney 
Green, Bressingham IP22 2AJ, 01379 688291, 
dianajb@btconnect.com

Burston Debbie Beck 3, Higdon Close,  Diss Road, 
Burston IP22 5UG 01379 740834 

FersField Maureen Webb  Scoggins Farm, Denning-
ton Rd, Laxfield, Suffolk IP13 8HJ  01986 798072 
mbenziger@mac.com

gissing Joe Cromley, The Chequers, Upper Street, 
Gissing. 01379 677817

north lopham Mrs Jennie Vere,  
Southlands, North Lopham. 01379 687679

south lopham Jackie Brown, Bottle Cottage, 
Redgrave Rd, S Lopham IP22 2HL. 01379 687260 
jackiebrown1@btinternet.com

shelFanger Frank Paice, The Laurels,  
Shelfanger. 01379 641538

tivetshall maggie rowan, the thatched house, 
green lane, tivetshall nr15 2BJ 01379 674116 
maggiearowan@aol.com

WinFarthing Mrs Margaret Beeslee, Barleyfields, 
The Street, Winfarthing, IP22 2ED. 01379 641324

EP/V Evening Prayer/Vespers|HC Holy Communion|MW Morning Worship|FSS Fourth Family Service| 
FS Family Service|A Advent|SD Songs of Devotion| Rog Rogation|M Meditation

Burston Gissing Shelfanger Tivetshall Winfarthing

April 1 9.30 MP 8.00 HC 11.00 SD 11.00 MP 9.30 MP

April 2/3/4 7.30 EP/V

April 5 7.30 HC

April 6 10.00 FS 12.00 M 2.00 M

April 8 9.00 HC 9.30 HC 11.00 HC 8.00 HC 10.00 HC

April 15 9.30 MP 11.00 HC 10.00 FS 9.30 HC 9.30 MP

April 22 6.00 FSS 11.00 MP 8.00 HC 10.00 MP 9.30 HC

April 29 10.30 HC

May 6
May 13

9.30 MP
8.00 HC

8.00 HC
11.00 MP

11.00 MW
10.00 Rog

11.00 MP
11.00 FS

9.30 MP
3.00 Rog

May 20 9.30 MP 11.00 HC 9.30 HC 10.00 FS

May 27 6.00 FSS 11.00 MP 8.00 HC 10.00 MP 9.30 HC

June 3 9.30 MP 8.00 HC 11.00 MP 11.00 MP 9.30 MP

Rector of the Upper Waveney Benefice 
The Revd Robert Mellowship

The Rectory, High Road, Bressingham, Norfolk IP22 2AT
Tel: 01379 688267

E-mail: robmellowship@msn.com
www.upperwaveneybenefice.com 

Hon Rectors
The Revd Reg Dakin
Tel: 01379 641167

The Revd Ben Sasada
01379 642174

COCK CROW iS THE PARiSH MAgAziNE Of THE WiNfARTHiNg gROuPS Of CHuRCHES AND THE uPPER WAVENEY BENEfiCE

MP Morning Prayers|FS Family Service|HC Holy Communion|ES Evensong|EP Evening Prayer with hymns|H&R Service of Healing & Reconciliation
MPW Non-denominational All Age Music Praise & Worship

morning prayer  At present is at 8.30am on Monday and Tuesday at North Lopham; Wednesday and Friday at 
Roydon and Thursday at South Lopham.
Wednesday Communion is at 9.30am usually in Roydon Church.
ascension day: 17th may there will be Communion at 10am in North Lopham.
Fellowship group Meets on Wednesday afternoons at 1.30pm contact Jennie (687679) for location.
holy Bingo 2pm The Lophams’ Village Hall first Monday of the month.

Churchwardens Bressingham D Burroughes 01379 688291 R Aves 01379 687263
 Fersfield J Sumpter 01379 687 711 R Vere 01379 687679 
 North Lopham J Stringfield 01379 687499 R Vere 01379 687679  
 South Lopham P Reeder 01379 687273 D Huggins 01379 687201 
 Roydon A Daniels 01379 643575 A Stratfold 01379 642033

D a t e
Bressingham
St John the 

Baptist
(BCP)

Fersfield
St Andrew
(BCP &)

 (C/W Order 2)

N Lopham
St Nicholas

(BCP &)
(C/W Order 1)

S Lopham
St Andrew
(BCP &)

(C/W Order 2)

Roydon
St Remigius

(C/W 1 & 2)

Sun 1st April
Palm Sunday

No Service 6.30pm
EP

 9.30am 11am
 HC Family
  Service

No Service  8am 10am
 HC Family
  Service

Sun 8th April
Easter

9.30am
HC

No Service  11am 6.30pm
 FS Ea Pr

No Service 10am
HC

Sun 15th April
Easter 2

6.30pm
EP

No Service 11am
FS

9.30am
HC

 8am 10am
 HC MP

6.30pm
MPW

Sun 22nd April
Easter 3

No Service 9.30am
HC

11am
FS

6.30pm
EP

10am
HC

Sun 29th April
Easter 4

No Service No Service No Service 10.30
HC

No Service

Sun 6th May
Easter 5

No Service 6.30
EP

 9.30am 11am
 HC FS

No Service  8am 10am
 HC FS

Sun 13th May
Easter 6

9.30am
HC

No Service  11am 6.30
 FS ES

No Service 10am
HC

Sun 20th May
Asc. Sunday

6.30pm
MPW

No Service 11am
FS

9.30am
HC

 8am 10am
 HC MP

Sun 27th May
Pentecost

No Service 9.30am
HC

11am
FS Birthday Service

6.30pm
EP

10am
HC

Sun 3rd June
Trinity

No Service 6.30pm
EP

 9.30am 11am
 HC FS

No Service  8am 10am
 HC FS
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Winfarthing Group Rector writes…

Invitation to life in all its fullness
I have often wondered in amazement about the time that Christ spent in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, with the whole of Old Testament history and prophecy, 
leading up to this precise, divine moment. What was the inward struggle of mind, 
body and spirit that Jesus endured? Recognising all that had gone on before, 
being aware of the importance and consequences of the cross, yet at the same 
time being totally open to the wishes of his Father. ‘Take this cup from me, never-
theless, thy will be done’. (Matthew 26: 39)

In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus had the opportunity to walk away from the 
agony of the Cross. Yet he voluntarily accepted the pain, agony and passion of the 
cross for our sake. What an exhibition of outpouring love, voluntarily giving 
himself, so that we had an invitation from God to live life all in its fullness. Do 
you accept or reject His invitation to life, life in all its glory?

For me, the three great days of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Day are 
far more important than Christmas Day. Christmas Day sets out the plans and  
intentions, the three great days, sets out the eternal plans for the future of the 
entire world. Pentecost is the equipping of the Church, in the dynamic power of 
the Holy Spirit. From the cross, Jesus issues a personal invitation to live a life in 
full union with God, to each and every one of us.

What Jesus achieved at the cross was the defeat of the power of death, the defeat 
of the power of sin, the defeat of the power of the world.

Rev David F Mills

BursToN NEWs

A right royal rave-up!
The Parish Council has asked the Community Ac-
tion Team to organise a programme of events to en-
able us to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
over the extended weekend 1–5 June. 

The weekend promises to be a memorable one 
with lots to see and do for people of all ages, and for 
families. Some of the events will need you to reserve 
your place by obtaining a ticket, which for most 
events will be free, so watch out for more details.

St Mary’s Church
St Mary’s PCC is busy drawing up a plan to help 

us to be as effective as we can in our range of church 
services, in our service in the community and in our 
use of the church building. We do hope that people 
will feel comfortable and welcome, when visiting St 
Mary’s, for whatever reason. 

Repairs to the church are going well although, as 
always, there is still more to do. The electrical work 
is not yet finished, but everything is safe and the 
church is much better equipped for functions. 

Our next ‘special service’ is at 10.30 on Sunday 
18th March to celebrate Mothering Sunday. Come 
and celebrate with us, and take home some spring 
flowers for your mother or grandmother. 

As part of our Easter activities, we are decorating 
eggs and having an Easter egg hunt for children.

The Friends of Burston Church are planning their 
social and fund-raising events for the year. If you 
have an idea you would like to suggest, do please 
get in touch. We hope to be running a Safari Sup-
per in the summer and a Fish and Chips quiz in the 
autumn, however this year will not be Burston Open 
Gardens, as a lot of events are being planned to cel-
ebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in June.

A final point: if you would like to be kept informed 
by email about either church events or Friends of 
Burston Church activities, please let me have your 
email address and we will let you know when some-
thing is planned.

Rachel Hobson 01379 741033

sybil Benton
A thanksgiving service for the long life of Sybil Ben-
ton of Audley Close, took place in Burston Church 
on 25 January. My mum moved here from the Mid-
lands with her late husband, Jim, in 1992 and grew 
to love Norfolk as her home. A ‘special’ lady – as 
many people described her – she was young at heart 
for her 91 years and enjoyed friends of all ages, many 
of whom, along with members of her family, trav-
elled some distance to attend the service. All were 
given a warm welcome by members of the Church. 
Special thanks to Sybil Peck and colleagues, for the 
lovely refreshments, to readers Elizabeth and Fiona 
and to the Rector, David Mills, who conducted the 

Friday 1st June
Diamond Jubilee event at the school

Saturday 2nd June
1950s Picnic on the Church Green with  
Children’s Entertainers and Music.
Evening Entertainment  ‘The Rackety Rector of 
Rickinghall’. Songs from the new musical comedy 
by Peter Creswell in St Mary’s Church

Sunday 3rd June
Lunchtime The Big Lunch in Audley Close 
including Children’s Entertainers.
Afternoon Classic Cars on the Church Green 
followed by Cream Teas

Monday 4th June 
Afternoon Traditional Village Fete on the Burston 
Crown Pub Green 
Evening Lighting the Beacon and BBQ at St 
George’s Church, Shimpling

Tuesday 5th June
An afternoon at St George’s Church, Shimpling 
with cakes and wine.

Contacts Len Hobson, 01379 741033 and 
Sheila Fitzpatrick, 01379 742782
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service. I want to thank everyone who came to re-
member my mum. She will be much missed by her 
family and friends. Daralyn Hammond

Burston Church Luncheon Club
Following our campaign to increase numbers, we 

now have several more members.
Our friends from Ashwellthorpe are still able to 

come, even with government cutbacks which we 
thought might prevent them from coming. Also, new 
members have joined which is heartening. It’s good 
to have Fred back with us.

We meet on the fourth Sunday of each month in 
the church for a two course meal with tea or coffee. 
There is a bring-and-buy auction which is huge fun, 
raising funds towards the summer outing and the 
Christmas meal. Our most recent Christmas meal 
was at Gissing Crown. It was much enjoyed by all 
and thanks are given to Kevin and his team there.

 SP

Burston Community 
Primary School

Class 1 have just finished their topic about people 
who help us and are now beginning to explore our 
fantasy theme. We will soon be talking about kings 
and queens, in preparation for the Jubilee. Year 2 has 
had their first experience of blogging with support 
from Class 3. As we move into spring we are go-
ing to continue adding to our garden in the outdoor 
area. Any donations of plants would be gratefully 
received. 

In their exploration and adventure theme, Class 2 
has been researching their questions about the Him-
alayas, including how the mountains got there and 
what kind of animals there are. We have done some 
drama involving a trek through the ice and snow. 
In technology, our paper mache dragons are almost 
complete and we will be doing some bread making 
and Easter recipes. We will be looking at food groups 
and healthy diets in Science.

Class 3 have been busy this half term; continu-
ing with their weekly radio broadcast, experiment-
ing with varying sizes and shapes of parachutes, 
ramps, cars and learning about resultant forces. We 

have been looking at writing balanced arguments 
to enable us to express opinions at our children’s 
conference. The conference was held at Archbishop 
Sancroft High School on the 29th February, attended 
by both schools. In maths we have been doing shape, 
rotating, translating and enlarging shapes, drawing 
pie charts as well as graphs with lines of best fit. We 
continue with our weekly VCOP sessions and ‘Big 
Write’. Children are writing their own novels which 
will be published by Scholastic. This week we will 
be dressing as WOW words. It is lots of fun and lots 
of learning. The class has learnt how to blog and will 
be having their own blogs in future. We continue to 
study the Victorian era. We were fortunate to be able 
to attend ‘Vile Victorians” at the Theatre Royal in 
Norwich with Tivetshall school.

We have attended many sporting events this term 
including cross-country for years 5 and 6, and more 
recently also Year 3 and 4. Some of year 3 and 4 will 
attend a tag rugby tournament next week, taking 
place at Diss High School. We will also be attend-
ing a Netball/Football skills and tournament day 
later this month, again at Diss High School. Some 
children from years 4, 5 and 6 took part in a rugby 
tournament at Diss Rugby Club.

Friends of Burston school 
We would like to thank the Friends of St Mary’s 
Church in Burston for supporting our Easter Ex-
travaganza & Exhibition on the 30th March. The 
children had a fantastic time making Easter crafts 
and joining in with the Easter Egg Hunt. Thank you 
to everyone who came along in the afternoon to see 
all of the children’s work. A truly lovely time was 
had by all.

Thanks to much support and lots of hard work, 
the FOBS events managed to raise a fantastic 
amount of money in 2011. So thank you to everyone 
who gave a tombola prize, bought and sold raffle 
tickets, attended an event, baked a cake, or gave time 
to help make these events possible. With some of 
the money raised we have purchased new Ipads for 
the schools, we are getting the school garden land-
scaped to include a new forest school area includ-
ing building an outside shelter and we continue to 
contribute to things such as coach travel and out-
ings for the school. We are looking forward to a very 

exciting 2012, with the Queen’s Jubilee and the 
Olympics making for some great Partnership 
events. We have created a list of our events for this 
year, so you can get them marked in your diary!

April, Friday 27th Cake Stall. Outside Co-op Diss, 
10am onwards. Home baked contributions would be 
greatly appreciated.

May, Saturday 5th ‘Hooray for Hollywood’ Quiz 
Night. Tivetshall Village Hall, 7pm onwards. Tick-
ets £8 per person including Supper. Max 6 people 
per team. There will be a bar, raffle and prizes for 
the winning team.

June, Friday 1st Kings & Queens Tea Party. St 
Mary’s Church, Burston , 1pm to 3pm. Traditional 
Tea Party, Music and Dance. Everyone Welcome. 
Fancy Dress encouraged

If you are able to help at any of the above events, 
wish to donate a tombola/raffle prize or wish to buy 
tickets, please contact Tracey on 07788 584056 or 
tracey.35@btinternet.com

The Churches 
Preservation Trust

shimpling st george
The Patronal Festival of the church will be celebrat-
ed with Holy Communion on Monday 23rd April at 
10.30am, followed by wine and nibbles. This will be 
the first celebration of the Holy Communion to be 
held in the church for at least 26 years. The celebrant 
will be the rector, the Revd J H E Roskelly.

1st June 2012 sees the 25th anniversary of the 
vesting of this church in the trust. To mark this event 
and that of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, there will 
be a Cake and Wine event at the church between 2 
and 4pm on Tuesday 5th June.

St George’s Church will continue to host a num-
ber of open days throughout the year. During each 
afternoon, there will be someone on hand to share 
some of the stories the building and those associated 
with it, have to tell. The first of these is on Easter 

Day, April 8th, between 11am and 4pm. Other dates 
are May 6th and 7th, June 4th and 5th and more 
dates will be notified in the next issue of Cock Crow.

Contact Maurice Philpot on 07817 108239 

News from Diss Library
April 23rd is the date set for the second 
World Book Night, when thousands of peo-
ple give away copies of books. The aim is to 
share a love of reading and books, and to 
share some of your favourite titles. The full 
list of this year’s titles is on the World Book 
night website at www.worldbooknight.org 
There will be events around the country 
linked up to World Book Night, check Nor-
folk libraries’ Facebook page or call in to the 
library to see what is planned locally.

A new booklet about the 1637 Mano-
rial map of Diss is on sale at Diss library 
in April, and there will be an exhibition at 
The Stables Gallery in Diss from 2nd–12th 
April with a talk by Norfolk Chief Archivist 
Dr John Alban lunchtime Tuesday and free 
children’s activities on Thursdays at 11am.

In May we are asking everyone to con-
tribute to handmade bunting for the Dia-
mond jubilee celebrations. We’re hoping 
library users will draw, sew, cut or craft a 
piece of bunting to put together and make a 
colourful decoration for our library.

Diss library will be closed on Good Fri-
day 6th April and Easter Monday 9th April.

To find out more about any of our ac-
tivities and services, look at the website on 
www.Norfolk.gov.uk/libraries or contact 
your library on 01379 642609
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Easter sunday at gissing Church
There has been a change to the Easter Sunday ser-
vice schedule at St Mary’s, Gissing. The Easter 
communion service will be held at 9.30am instead 
of 11am. 

Friends of gissing Church
The Friends of Gissing Church held its first annual 
dinner on 29th February at the Gissing Crown. 17 
members met to celebrate the successful first year of 
this organisation dedicated to the preservation and 
enhancement of St. Mary’s Church for the people of 
the village. After all the hard work of the year, and 
the success enjoyed thus far, it was an opportunity 
for the members to relax and just enjoy each other’s 
company. Thanks, as always, to Kevin and Julie and 
everyone at the pub for providing a delicious meal 
and a superb atmosphere for a great night out. The 
Friends look forward to once again taking part in the 
village’s activities this year and to continuing their 
activities on behalf of the church building. Contact 
Fiona Turton on 01379 677811

old school, gissing
We are pleased to report that the Trustees of the 
Heart of Gissing have been appointed trustees of 
the charity established in 1995 by the Charity Com-
mission and Norfolk County Council to own the 
Old School, Gissing. Norfolk County Council has 
transferred the Old School to the new trustees, and 
is no longer a trustee. The property has thus been se-
cured for use by the village of Gissing and surround-
ing areas. This has taken many years to achieve and 
the present Trustees would like to thank Mr Clive 
Willett for his invaluable help in unravelling the le-
gal issues and bringing the matter to a successful 
conclusion. The transfer gives security to all the 
present users of the building and provides the op-
portunity to expand and improve the facilities in the 
future.

If you are interested in becoming a member of 
the Heart of Gissing, please contact Linda Nash on 
01379 677300. 

A date for your diary 
Good Friday, 6th April 10.30 to 1.30 – Easter Egg 
Hunt. Start and finish at Gissing Children’s Centre. 
£2 per child.

A really ‘eggsellent’ family event; a lovely walk, 
a bit of a brain teaser, designed for all ages, some 
tasty refreshments, an egg for all children and there 
are always some extra attractions for the young 
ones including egg decorating and sand art. Look 
forward to seeing you there. 

London Marathon
Sunday 22nd April. Julie Clarke is running the Lon-
don Marathon this year and will be raising money 
for Air Ambulance and Heart of Gissing. If you 
would like to sponsor Julie, you can get a form from 
Gissing Crown or contact her on 01379 677718 or 
juliegreenacre@hotmail.co.uk or donate direct to 
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/julieclarke1.

groups in gissing at present include: 

Gissing Baby and Toddler Group runs in Gissing 
Village Hall every Monday morning from 9.30am to 
11.30am. For general information about the group, 
contact Vicky on 01379 674437 or 07946 212779.

Gissing Youth Club for 8–13 year olds runs every 
Tuesday 6.30–8.30pm during term at Gissing Chil-
dren’s Centre. Anyone interested in helping or who 
has skills to share, contact Bernie on 07796 545929 
or 01379 677254 

Gissing Reading Group the second Wednesday of 
each month at 8pm at the Old School. Contact Jim 
Philip on 01379 677352 or just come along.

Gissing Gardening Group  Generally meets on the 
third Wednesday evening of the month at the Old 
School. Contact Joe Cromley on 01379 677817.

Gissing Singers every Monday, 7.30pm in Village 
Hall. Contact Andrew Pierssené on 01379 674518.

Pilates Continues to run every Wednesday evening 
at the Children’s Centre (the Old School) 6.30–
8.30pm. Contact Sharon Calton on 07979 411644
Hegarty School of Dance Offers ballet, tap, street 
dance and contemporary dance classes to children 
and adults and runs from both the Children’s Centre 
(the Old School) and from Gissing village hall. Con-
tact Sam on 07825 325100

Musical Theatre Class class runs every Wednesday 
from 5 to 6pm at Gissing Village Hall for anyone 
over 7 years of age. The cost will be £28 for the term. 
Contact Sam as above.

Stage HOGers This local theatre group starts 
from September working on an annual pantomime, 
staged in January each year. Anyone interested in 
treading the boards, contact Sam as above.

Over 60s Group contact Rose Eddington on 01379 
677790 

History Group contact George Hammond on 01379 
677633.

Gissing Carpet Bowls contact Derek Dewey on 
01379 677162.

Gissing Bowls Club contact Kevin Lake on 01379 
677525.

Bookings to use Gissing Village Hall contact Helen 
Vallier on 07712 171187.

Two Farewells
The funeral of William ‘Tom’ Handley was held in 
Gissing Church on 27th January. Tom, who was 89, 
was a long time active resident of the village. A deco-
rated World War II pilot, he was one of the dwindling 
number of survivors of that outstanding generation. 

A former chemist and a retired teacher, he served for 
many years on the Gissing Parish Council, and was 
treasurer of the Village Hall Committee. He always 
laid the wreath at the war memorial on Remem-
brance Sunday, until his health failed. A man with 
a kind word for everyone, he will be missed in our 
community. His wife, Beryl, daughters Claire and 
Jane, and grandchildren Christopher and Kirsten, 
survive him.

Only a few weeks later, on 1st March, the funeral 
of Michael Jolly was held at St Mary’s. Although 
Michael had made his home in Winfarthing for most 
of his adult life, he was born and raised in Gissing, 
went to school here, and was always involved with 
Gissing Church, which he attended regularly until 
illness prevented his coming. Among other services, 
he delivered the Cock Crow in Gissing for many 
years. He was a staunch member of the area farming 
community, and a true Norfolk man, born and bred. 
Again, we’ll miss him. He is survived by Susan, his 
wife, his daughter Angela and son-in-law Neil, his 
son Graham, and granddaughter Jessica. 

gissing Children’s Centre 
We are delighted to have been successful recently in 
our application to Diss Children’s Centre for a Pre-
School Development grant. This will enable us to 
provide our pre-schoolers with rich outdoor experi-
ences and learning, utilising the Millennium Wood, 
which runs adjacent to our setting. Watch out for our 
blog, which should be up and running in due course, 
and through which we shall be able to share our 
findings with other early years’ settings in the area.

Contact Linda Nash on 01379 677300 (9am– 3pm 
during term time) or 07531 810704 (out of hours)

We will be running our popular Easter Play-
scheme on Tuesday 3rd and Wednesday 4th April 
from 9.30am to 3pm for children of primary school 
age. The cost is £10 per child, bookable and payable 
in advance, by ringing 07531 810704. 

Bookings to use Gissing Children’s Centre: con-
tact Linda Nash as above.
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shELFANgEr NEWs

New era for Common
Friends of Boyland Common have been work-
ing hard to complete the regeneration work of one 
of Shelfanger’s two unique areas of common land. 
Years of neglect have diminished the bio-diversity 
of a once beautiful site. We hope you agree that the 
common looks much better than it did this time last 
year, with its new fencing posts and gates. Some of 
the gaps in the hedges have been filled; seating and 
an information board will soon be installed. Soon, a 
sustainable amenity will be able to be enjoyed by all. 

Due to a shortfall in the Community Spaces lot-
tery funding, and to complete all the proposed work, 
Pam Ross made a successful bid to the Saffron 
Foundation Community Fund for help towards the 
seating. The Friends are very grateful to Pam and 
Ron Ross for all the hard work they have contrib-
uted to obtain funding. 

All villagers are now invited to celebrate at the 
Launch Party on Saturday 21st April 2012 at 2.30 
for 3pm. Word has it that Sir Richard De Boyland 
has been invited to attend. As parking at the Com-
mon is extremely limited, we are hoping to arrange a 
shuttle service from the Village Hall car park. 

On the day, there will be an opportunity to enjoy 
the open space and to see, at first hand what the team 
has been doing, as well as what kind of wildlife visi-
tors to the Common can expect throughout the com-
ing years. We have a very special raffle planned, the 
two beautiful prizes being works of art generously 
created and donated by Mr Roger Challoner and Mr 
Ray Mears. We will also be holding a photographic 
competition to be judged on the day. Further infor-
mation: 01379 643563. We also hope  to keep every-
one informed on our Facebook page. Shelfanger Par-
ish Council/ Friends of Boyland Common

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
Our village event to celebrate will be held on 4th 
June 2012. The plans at present are to hold a 50s 
style tea party at the village hall, on the playing 
field, or on the street. Villagers will be asked to 
dress appropriately, with a royal theme. There will 

be children’s races and competitions which will in-
clude an art competition and fancy dress. Volunteers 
are needed to help with the event, especially for the 
children’s races and games. The church bells will 
be rung around 8.15pm, and will be followed at the 
Parish Church with a service of thanksgiving for the 
Queen’s reign. There will then be a procession to the 
allotments for the lighting of the village beacon. The 
Event Committee have applied for some funding-
towards this event, but families will be asked for a 
nominal donation towards the costs. A letter and 
competition application forms will be delivered with 
this Cock Crow. Watch out for a leaflet giving more 
details. Shelfanger Jubilee Committee

The Fete, the Fete!
Yes, among all the excitements of this coming sum-
mer, the Shelfanger Annual Village Fete will be up 
there among them! Saturday 21st July at 2.00 pm is 
the date and time, and Shelfanger Village Hall and 
Playing Field is the place to be. See you and your 
friends there - cheers! Shelfanger Fete Committee

All Saints’ Church
shelfanger Churchyard 
We look forward to hearing the thrumming of many 
mowers as the Friday Team restarts their programme 
of churchyard maintenance after the winter break. 
Many thanks to Des Doherty, Ray Leeder, Mike 
Paines and Peter Harries for all their hard work. 

The bells! The Bells! 
Saturday 19th May sees the Quarterly Meeting of 
the South Norfolk Branch of the Norwich Diocesan 
Association of Bell Ringers, at Shelfanger. A cluster 
of activities will include afternoon ringing at Shel-
fanger, a service in the church and tea at Shelfanger 
Village Hall. The visit concludes with further ring-
ing at St Mary’s Church, Winfarthing. 

holy Week and Easter 
Please peruse this year’s programme – as displayed 
on posters in the village, and set out in the centre 
spread of this Cock Crow. Shelfanger Parish Church 
looks forward to welcoming you.

TiVETshALL NEWs

st Margaret’s Church
You may have noticed the boarded up chancel win-
dows in the church. The four side windows have 
been removed for repair and re-leading by Devlin 
Plummer, at Great Moulton. In March the church-
warden and fabric officer visited the workshop to 
see the progress of the repairs and make a decision 
about the shading of the plain, slightly yellow glass 
which makes up most of the three windows on the 
south side. The missing fleur-de-lis in the tracery 
has been beautifully re-painted to match the other – 
these two panels were saved from St Mary’s.

The east window presents another problem, as a 
process of corrosion is affecting the medieval glass 
in the tracery, again saved from St Mary’s. This 
begins with pitting from the outside and proceeds 
through the glass until it is completely opaque and 
beyond recovery. What looks like undistinguished 
fragments are in fact parts saved from a Jesse Tree 
window which was most common as a design in the 
fourteenth century. The two shields belong to the 
Fitz-Otes family of Mendlesham, the name disap-
pearing in that line with the marriage of Matilda 
Fitz-Otes around 1300. Why there should be a link 
with Tivetshall St Mary and a knight of Mendle-
sham is not established.

Easter
There will be Meditation in the church on Good 
Friday at noon. On Easter Day we shall be celebrat-
ing the rising of Christ with a service of Holy Com-
munion at 8am.

Quiz and Chips
The quiz night on Saturday 9th June commences at 
7.30pm in Tivetshall Village Hall. Tickets will be 
available soon at the PO, from Maggie Rowan and 
Claire Kirby. Tables of up to 6 players are welcome. 
Please keep a look out for more details on the post-
ers that will be around the village, local shops etc. 
Money raised is for the church restoration fund.

Tivetshall Village hall
A celebration for the Queens Diamond Jubilee will 
take place Monday June 4th 2012, around the village 
green and village hall, this is partly funded by our 
Parish Council so ALL residents of the Tivetshall’s 
are welcome. Even if your thoughts on the Royal 
family differ from those fervent supporters, we can 
all appreciate that any one who has represented 
Great Britain abroad for 60 years, and at the age 
of 86 still carries out daily engagements, deserves 
some recognition (I hope I am not expected to still be 
working when I reach 86!). There will be a drawing 
competition, ‘high tea’ and ‘Fun Force’ entertain-
ment for the children of the village (free for children) 
and a reasonably priced licensed bar and barbeque 
for all to enjoy whilst listening to music from the 
Aftertones and being baffled by a magic circle table 
magician. We would also like all ‘cooks’ to provide a 
‘Royal’ cake to be judged and then shared amongst 
the villagers with free afternoon teas and coffees. 

This event is for the whole village to enjoy and 
will only be a success if you all come out for a few 
hours and join in with friends and neighbours. So 
come and have a relaxed fun afternoon in the blazing 
sunshine (positive thinking!!). 

KEEP 
CALM

AND 

PARTY 
ON

Claire Hewett 01379 676999 or parish.clerk@tivetshall.org 

Melanie Etienne 01379 674542 or melanie@bluskycreative.co.uk

 TIVETSHALL GRAND JUBILEE PARTY
Monday 4th June - 2.30pm until late
Tivetshall Village Hall & Playgrounds

Ceremonial Tree Planting, FREE entrance
FREE band - Aftertones, FREE children’s party 

with FunForce, Licensed Bar, BBQ,  Afternoon Teas and Cakes
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Please keep a look out for publicity closer to the 
event and get involved and into the spirit of the cel-
ebrations; remember it is very unlikely that any of 
us will ever get a chance to celebrate our monarch’s 
Diamond Jubilee again in our lifetimes! 

David Evans (Chairman TVHMC)

Tivetshall Community 
Primary School

We would like to start by saying goodbye to Rose 
who retired from working in our kitchen as our ca-
tering assistant on the 10th February; we wish her 
well for the future and will miss her.

On the 20th February Bridget Drinkwater started 
as our new catering assistant, we would like to wel-
come her and hope she enjoys it here. 

On the 2nd February Sarah our road safety officer 
came into School to talk to the children in year 1 & 
2 all about road safety, Sarah and the class teachers 
took the children for a little walk around the village. 
One of the things that she explained to the children 
was where you should and shouldn’t cross the road 
and the reasons why. 

On the 21st February year 5 and 6 went to Cross 
Country at Thorpe Woodland Adventure Centre. 
They had a lovely day and the weather was nice and 
dry, so good running conditions. They certainly did 
a lot of exercise on that day.

On the 24th February Class 2 from Tivetshall and 
class 3 from Burston went to watch a performance 
of Vile Victorians at the Theatre Royal in Norwich. 
It was very interesting for them as their topic at the 
moment is Victorians. 

On the 29th February all of the children from 
Tivetshall and Burston Primary School went to a 
children’s conference which was held at Archbishop 
Sandcroft High School in Harleston.

The children said that they had a really good time. 
They had a very busy day planning new things for 
the future of Tivetshall and Burston School.

On the 27th March Tivetshall went to the UEA in 
Norwich to play Tag Rugby in the finals. Unfortu-
nately we didn’t get any further, but well done to the 
team for doing so well to get that far.

WiNFArThiNg NEWs

st Mary’s Church
Calling all flower arrangers, your church needs you. 
If you are interested in putting flowers in the church, 
we would love to hear from you. Please call Chris-
tine on 01379 650202

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
Saturday 2nd June ‘Portraits of The Queen’ exhibi-
tion.

Everyone is invited to create an image of the 
Queen, using any medium they wish eg felt tips, 
pencils, crayons, collage, paints etc, up to size 18" 
[46cm] x 14" [36cm] and bring it along, unframed, 
to the church, during the morning of Saturday June 
2nd. 60 portraits would be a great celebration. 

Sunday 3rd June – Join us for breakfast, sausage 

Diamond Jubilee

Dance
Supporting

Quidenham Children’s Hospice

Winfarthing Village Hall
Saturday 12th May

8 until late 

Live music from
Marie Wilson

who recently appeared in
Hello Dolly at the Theatre Royal, Norwich

Pay bar and raffle

Tickets £12, include a buffet supper 
and are available in advance from 

Pauline on 01379 650938 or
Clem on 01953 860301

♦♦♦♦♦♦

baps, bacon ‘sarnies’ with tea & coffee on parson’s 
green, in front of the Church, from 10 am. At 12 
noon a Thanksgiving Service will be held. St Mary’s 
will be decorated by our flower arrangers.

Monday 4th June – Diamond Jubilee Tea Party 
will be held on the field behind the Fighting Cocks 
from 3pm onwards. All parishioners and their fami-
lies are invited to an afternoon with various events, 
followed by a ‘bring and share’ tea party.

More details in the village news letter.

All saints’ Primary school
All Saints’ have been very busy over the last two 
months. 

The children are now benefitting from newly in-
stalled sinks in the upper school and new blinds in 
the school hall and lower school classrooms. New 
woodland seating in an outside classroom has also 
been purchased along with a new friendship bench. 
In addition, School Council have been extremely ac-
tive in organising break time cake stalls and raffles 
to raise money to pay for the new water fountain 
they purchased. 

Pupils in year 5 at All Saints’ were great ambassa-
dors for the school, showing superb sportsmanship 
when they took part in Cluster Sportshall Athletics 
in February. At the end of February year 5 and 6 
also took part in Area Cross Country. Congratula-
tions to Jessica Annison who came fifth out of over 
100 competitors and has been offered a place in the 
County finals. 

The end of the first half term climaxed with a Val-
entine disco organised by the Home School Associa-
tion for children in the All Saints’ and St Andrew’s 
Partnership. The event was well attended and thor-
oughly enjoyed by all. 

The second half of the spring half term began 
with all children focusing on preparing for Lent. On 
Shrove Tuesday children were invited to enjoy a pan-
cake breakfast hosted by the Home School Associa-
tion, with toppings such as strawberries and cream, 
syrup, sugar or chocolate! 

Thursday 1st March was a busy day for pupils at 
All Saints’. Children enjoyed a range of world book 
day activities including an exciting Gruffalo trail in 
Foundation and Key Stage 1. Children also came to 

school wearing the colours of the Welsh flag to cele-
brate St David’s day and learnt why he is the patron 
saint for Wales. 

All Saints’ are also pleased to welcome five gover-
nors to a new term of office for the School Governing 
Body. Mrs Yates has renewed her place representing 
the Diocesan Board, Mrs Mackay and Mrs Carkeek 
as Parent Governors, Mrs Mitchell representing 
Foundation for Winfarthing and Mrs Glennon as 
Foundation for Shelfanger. 

All Saints’ now look forward to the term ahead. 
Year 3 and 4 have been invited to represent the 
school at Tag Rugby and Cross Country, Year 2 
and above are excited about their trip to London to 
see ‘The Wizard of Oz’, Year 5 have the opportunity 
to see the London BBC Symphonic Orchestra play 
and the partnership have a Science week and ‘Holy 
Week’ planned.

If you would like to know more about All Saints’ 
visit the website www.allsaints.schoolpartnership.
org or contact the school on 01379 642767; e-mail 
executivehead@schoolpartnership.org 

We would love to hear from you. 
Louise Norgate: executive Head Teacher for All 

Saints’ and St Andrew’s Partnership

All saints’ Nursery
We are a small, friendly nursery taking children 
from their 2nd birthday to starting school. We have 
funded places for 3 and 4 year olds, and are open 
Monday, Tuesday and Friday from 9am until 2pm 
during term time.

This term we have been enjoying nursery rhymes 
and fairy stories together, with Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears as the theme for our very successful 
teddy bears’ picnic open morning. We have also had 
a visit from a professional storyteller, in addition to 
our usual visits to the reception class at All Saints’ 
primary school and Banham primary school.

Our weekly cooking activities are popular with 
the children and this term they have made and 
served lunch to their parents and carers.

We meet at Winfarthing Village Hall on Hall 
Road. If you would like to look round and meet Jan 
our Nursery Manager and Lucy our Play Assistant 
then please call in or contact us on 07503 658079 or 
01379 788335. 
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From the Registers
Bressingham Group

BAPTISMS
theia skipper 3rd March Roydon
seren may Williams 4th March North 

Lopham

FUNERALS
nigel Crowe 25th January North Lopham
‘minnie’ Youngman 9th February Roydon
george henry murton 20th February 

Roydon
Barbara Whymark 1st March Roydon

Winfarthing Group

FUNERALS
pat Brown 18th January Tivetshall
sybil Benton 25th January Burston 
michael Jolly 1st March Gissing


