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 Future Plans for
Boyland Common 
Following our successful Launch event on April 21st, the ‘Friends of 
Boyland Common’ are now beginning to put into effect a management 
plan that will enable the Common to regenerate naturally, encouraging 
and safeguarding the wide variety of plants, flowers and wildlife that 
were prevalent on the Common in the past.

The hay has been cut, thanks to the generosity of two local farmers, and plans are in 
hand to mow footpaths between the new footbridges to ensure that everyone can enjoy 
walking on the Common, even if the grass gets a bit long.

As well as a wildflower walk, led be Stella Taylor of Bressingham, The ‘Friends’ are 
planning a Family Picnic event on the afternoon of Saturday 22nd September. Families 
will be able to bring their picnic lunch to enjoy together on the Common, and afterwards 
enjoy a variety of activities. We will have kites to fly, trails to follow, a quiz to test your 
knowledge of the wildlife and plants that might be found, and, as a special treat, ‘Out on a 
Wing Falconry’ have been invited to give a display, flying their birds over the Common. 

Our hope is that more people will realise what a lovely place Boyland Common is, 
and the residents of Bressingham and Shelfanger in particular will enjoy the space.

Do visit the Friends of Boyland Common facebook page, and keep your eyes on our 
banner at the Common for dates and times of events.

If you would like to be kept in touch with what is going on, or would like to become 
a ‘Friend’ of Boyland Common, you can email Pam Ross on ronpamross@gmail.com or 
Helen Green on shelfanger@dsl.pipex.com we would love to hear from you.

Pam Ross, Chairman Friends of Boyland Common
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Upper Waveney Benefice Reader writes…

Is winning all there is?
Dear Friends,

The Olympics are nearly with us, and we should be feeling happy and sunny. 
How do we achieve that, given the appalling weather and some of the situations 
with which we have to contend?

One route, perhaps, is to reconsider our universal focus on result and product and 
to think a little more about process, the journey – our individual and communal 
odysseys, maybe. Andy Murray failed (horrible word!) to win the Wimbledon 
Men’s Singles Championship – true, but he had a magnificent journey from his 
boyhood tennis days to the Centre Court – true also. A great process, but a product 
that failed to satisfy the media-hyped thirst to beat Federer, even though Murray 
made many friends and gave a great deal of excitement to millions as the tourna-
ment unfolded.

There is a national obsession with ‘targets’ (not always rationally realistic) –  
perhaps necessary in parts of the commercial world, but for health and caring  
services, perhaps not, and for education and much of our life I’d say approach 
these targets with caution. The media will soon be bursting with exam results,  
lists of grades and percentages. Most of us aren’t entirely sure what the statistical  
goulash really means. Many pupils and students will have done brilliantly, follow-
ing a dedicated process of teaching and learning, but a significant number receive 
no credit from these ‘league tables’. Why? Despite excellent individual perfor-
mance, they do not contribute to the statistics that suggest achievement of a preset 
target.

The Olympic ideal emphasises the importance of participation and commitment. 
This is not concerned with the placation of those who win no medals. It is based 
on the realisation that motivation, consistent application, being valued – and  
challenged appropriately, result in the achievement of highest standards – and 
enjoyment. I wish you an enjoyable involvement and sunshine to go with it!

Richard Hewitt  
Reader in the Upper Waveney Benefice

Helping the bereaved 
to stop unwanted mail


More than five hundred thousand people die 
in the uk annually, and in excess of eighty 
pieces of direct mail are sent to them in the 
year after their death, causing suffering and 
anger to relatives

Companies who send out direct mail 
have a moral and social responsibility to 
check their mailing lists, but many fail to do 
so. Most people who have lost a loved one go 
through various ‘stages’ of bereavement. At 
first, people can be overwhelmed by shock, 
grief and disbelief but this can quickly turn 
to anger. Sending insensitive and often ill-
targeted direct mail to people in this stage of 
grief can backfire badly and cause long term 
reputational damage.

Rosedale suggests relatives of anyone 
who has died to register with The Bereave-
ment Register to help reduce the amount of 
direct mail that continues to be sent after 
their death. This is especially useful at a time 
when so-called ‘impersonation of the dead’ 
– where individuals take on the identity of 
the deceased in order to gain illegal access to 
loans and credit cards – is now recognised as 
the fastest growing identity fraud in the uk.

The Bereavement Register enables compa-
nies to cross reference lists and stop mailing 
deceased individuals, they can also place flags 
on internal records to reduce the chances 
of criminals being able to open accounts or 
order goods in the deceased person’s name. 
If you would like to speak to a funeral 
director or to receive an information leaflet 
about The Bereavement Register, contact us at 
Rosedale Funeral Home, 63 Victoria Road, 
Diss, ip22 4je, telephone 01379 640810 
www.rosedalefuneralhome.co.uk 

Anne Beckett-Allen, Rosedale Funeral Home



Events at
Redgrave &

Lopham Fen
Family afternoons
Wednesdays 2–4pm
1st August: Woodland Wonders
8th August: Wetland Wonders
15th August: Wild about Art
22nd August: Trailblazers
£3.50 child, £1.50 adult.
Booking essential
01379 688333

Activity days 
for 6–10 year olds, 
Tuesdays 10am–2pm
7th August: Animal Olympics
21st August: Bushcraft
£6 each or two siblings for £10. Booking es-
sential 01379 688333
Sundays 5th August & 2nd September
11am–4pm
Art in the Wild: A chance to experiment with 
a variety of media at this creative workshop 
with local artist Angela Rawson. Adult Wild-
learning course £20/£17 concessions. Booking 
essential 01473 890089
Saturday 11th August, 10.30am–12.30pm
Wildlife Watch group: A club for 6–12yr olds. 
£1, details 01379 688333
Saturday 18th August, 10am–3pm
Introduction to Wildlife Photography: a 
beginners’ course for those wishing to learn 
various aspects needed for great wildlife 
photography, with Kevin Sawford. Adult 
Wildlearning course £35. Booking essential 
01473 890089
Sunday 9th September, 1.30–3.30pm
Wetland Wildlife: a family afternoon to dis-
cover more about the wildlife of the Fen and 
an opportunity to see the rare fen raft spider.
£3.50 child, £1.50 adult. Booking essential 
01379 688333.

Email: redgrave.education@suffolkwildlifetrust.org
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Bressingham news

Church news
Several people have asked how they might help to 
keep a church in Bressingham by giving money, 
either monthly or annually, to the church funds. It 
costs about £950 a month just to keep the church 
open, not including things like servicing the clock, 
organ and fire extinguishers or anything that might 
need repairing.

If you feel you would like to give a little regularly 
by standing order, do please contact Rodger Aves on 
01379 687263 or me on 01379 688291. Just £5 or £10 
a month, especially if it can be Gift Aided, makes 
such a difference to us.

Cock Crow distribution organiser, Millie Aves, 
would like to thank Shirlanne Bye and Tilly for 
their years of service in distributing our Church 
Magazine. The PCC is most grateful to all who do 
this task; we thank you and welcome Jessica Young 
to your number.

The fitting of a new carpet and curtain behind 
the organist, plus repair of the altar kneelers and 
cushions are now complete. This was all paid for 
from the monies which Eric left to the church, 
the remainder of the funds were put towards a 
new vacuum cleaner. These were all dedicated by 
Richard Hewitt on 17th June.

We are all extremely grateful to Jan Mellowship 
for running the 49 Club for so many years raising 
thereby a wonderful amount of funds for the church.

The 49 Club is now being organised by Kay 
Brock who lives at Abbotswood, High Road, 
Bressingham. Kay’s telephone number is 01379 
688331. We still have several numbers available so if 
you would like to join, please telephone Kay.

I’m sure everyone was thrilled with the beautiful 
Diamond Jubilee mugs which the Parish Council 
presented to every household in the village and 
because so many people bought extra ones, the 
whole thing was virtually self funding. Special 
thanks must go to the Jubilee Committee for their 
hard work organising this and the celebrations.

It was with great sadness that we heard of the 
death of Angela Brooke of Valley Farm and we 

Benefice News
retirement of rob & Jan
Many people from all the parishes contributed to a 
retirement gift for Rob and Jan Mellowship. A beau-
tiful mahogany garden bench, with seat cushion and 
protective cover has been ordered and will be deliv-
ered to their new home in due course.

The Future
The Churchwardens have been asked to start think-
ing about the future needs of our parishes and will 
hold their first discussions with the Bishop of Thet-
ford and Archdeacon of Norfolk in August.  

Thank You roger
To Roger Challoner for the beautiful cover adorning 
the magazine’s Diamond Jubilee issue. It certainly is 
a keepsake – at least one person intends framing it!

News from
Diss Library 

The library Summer Holiday Reading Challenge for children is 
well under way, but there’s still time to join and complete the 
challenge of reading 6 books. We will have medal ceremonies 
for all children who complete the challenge on Thursday 13th 
& Monday 17th September at 4pm which will include a chance 
to swap the Challenge collector cards that children have been 
getting with every book they read, and maybe obtain a full set!

Do you need help with basic IT skills? Our lovely volunteer 
at Diss library can help with one-to-one sessions on things like 
setting up an email account, finding council information such 
as planning applications and general support. If you think you 
need a bit more than that, we will also be offering another 
Surf’s Up session for absolute beginners in October; Surf’s Up is 
a seven-week course held on Tuesday afternoons in the library, 
and you can put your name down by phoning 01379 642609.

If you belong to a group or club and you’d like to tell 
everyone what you do, gain new members or celebrate an 
achievement, we can offer a free space for displays, helpdesks, 
demonstrations or workshops. We currently have a Traveller’s 
helpdesk on alternate Wednesday mornings.

To find out more about any of our events or services, look 
at the website www.library.norfolk.gov.uk or contact your 
library on 01379 642609.

would like to express our deepest sympathy to her 
family. Angela was treasurer of the PCC for many 
years and a member of one of the most respected 
families in Bressingham.

Diana

Parish Council
All Councillors were present at the July meeting, 
also Mr B Spratt ( NCC) and several parishioners.

After the new revised Members Code of Conduct 
was accepted and declaration of interests made, 
minutes of the previous meeting were agreed.

Councillor Spratt reported that the Saddlebow 
Incinerator, passed by  NCC, is in the hands of 
the Government. The Council is planning further 
money-saving measures, including a review of 
executive pay.

A Fersfield resident complained about danger 
and noise caused by some heavy lorries going to 
the grain store affecting his business. A community 
speed-watch is operating in Fersfield and it is hoped 
that signs asking for a voluntary speed limit of 
25mph can be placed on adjoining land. Mr Spratt 
said that flashing speed signs could be available.

Various dangerous pot-holes have been noted in 
Bressingham and Fersfield; major work is needed to 
deal with the problem.

Four people had shown an interest in filling the 
two vacant council positions. After each applicant 
had given a brief account of themselves, a vote was 
held resulting in Mr Brian Claybrook and Mrs 
Leanora Pearce being elected as the new Councillors.

Planning applications were approved.
Mr Hewitt outlined finances from the Jubilee and 

donations to local organisations from the resulting 
income were agreed.

Councillors agreed an award for an outstanding 
contribution to the Parish should be made, possibly 
on an annual basis, and suggestions were made as 
to the recipient.

Mrs Handy said that the amalgamation of the 
Parish Charities was progressing, as were plans for 
the two villages to be treated as one.

Mr Cattermole raised the issue of the whereabouts 
of the grave plan at Fersfield Church – this is to be 
followed up with the church wardens.

The new footpath warden, Mr Karl Traynier, 

was introduced and said he would like the footpath 
numbers to be shown on tags at each end of the 
paths and spoke of improvements at the allotments.

The next meeting will be on September 3rd.

Bressingham and District Ladies Club
In June we were lucky enough to pick a mild and 
dry evening for a guided walk round Redgrave and 
Lopham Fen where a visiting cuckoo entertained us. 
We enjoyed tea and cake afterwards. In July, Louise 
Brundall explained about the important work done 
by Hearing Dogs for the Deaf. At the time of writing, 
we hope to hold a garden party at the end of July 
(fingers crossed...). After a break during August, 
on 17th September we will be learning about the 
history of Norwich Cathedral in the 18th/19th 
century. Our meetings are held at Bressingham 
Village Hall at 7.45pm on the third Monday of the 
month. If you would like to come along you will be 
made very welcome.

Coffee morning in aid of mcmillan 
Reg and Kay Brock are holding a McMillan Coffee 
Morning on 28th September at Abbotswood, High 
Road, Bressingham (near Pillar Box corner) from 
10am. There will be various stalls (cakes, jewellery, 
cards) with games and raffles. Donations before or 
on the day will be gratefully received. All welcome.

LittLe Ouse Headwaters PrOject
10tH anniversary ceLebratiOns

Food and Folk
on the Frith, south Lopham, iP22 2jn

saturday 1st september

starting at 2.30, with an afternoon celebra-
tion of how our need for food has shaped the 
wildlife, habitats and social heritage of the 

valley. stands, demonstrations, guided walks, 
games and quizzes for all the family, followed 
by an evening of folk music and ceilidh, with 
hog roast and bar. bunting competition, prize 

giving. all welcome. 
entry to the event is free.

Parking: £2 per car, bicycle parking is free.
More information is available on the 

website www.lohp.org.uk
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FersFieLD news

Jubilee service
The Jubilee service on the 3rd June at St Andrews 
was well attended. Many hymns were sung and 
readings were given by Ian Cattermole, Jasmine 
and Hazel Pankhurst and Christine Peachey who 
recited the poem ‘If ’ by Rudyard Kipling. Jasmine 
and Hazel almost outshone their father, Adam, with 
their excellent readings.

The coffee morning on the 16th June raised £328 
which will go towards new heating in the church. 
The star stall was the cake stall and if you didn’t 
come to the church that day you missed a gourmet’s 
treat. 

Thanks go to everyone who helped the morning 
go with such a swing – the plant and flower ladies, 
the raffle, the tombola, bric-a-brac ladies and, of 
course, the hard working team making the tea and 
coffee. Well done all!

A date for the exhibition of wedding dresses has 
not yet been finalised but it will take place August/
September time. As you know, we are especially 
hoping that ladies who were married in St Andrews 
will take part. If you haven’t kept your dress, a 
photograph would be very acceptable.

Forthcoming events
A dance has been booked to be held at the Lophams’ 
Village Hall on the 27th October 2012, music by 
Sam & Daisy, buffet, bring your own drinks, £7. 

Tickets will be available nearer the date from Brenda 
Canfer (650 257) or Jan Sumpter (687 711).

The Rural Dean, Canon Tony Billett, invites 
everyone to the ‘Big Sing’ to be held at St Mary’s 
Church, Diss on the 12th August at 6pm. 

Get there early to make sure you get a seat!

Family harvest Festival
Richard Hewitt will take this service at 6.30pm on 
Sunday, 7 October, and in the meantime will almost 
certainly be asking the children and young people of 
the village to contribute in some way to this annual 
Thanksgiving service. Everyone is welcome, hot 
drinks and refreshments afterwards.

 Plans for the Harvest Supper have not yet been 
finalised, so details will appear in the next Cock 
Crow.

 Jan Sumpter

street Party
The Fersfield Street Party was a great success, with 
so many people turning up we ran out of tables and 
chairs until several were barrowed in from nearby 
houses! With the street closed to traffic it gave a 
unique opportunity for everyone to play, chat and 
scoot up and down in safety. It was fantastic to 
see all the tables laden with so much beautifully 
presented food and I don’t think anyone went 
home hungry! The games on the Meadow were 
well received and nearly everyone joined in doing 
something throughout the afternoon. All this and 
it was free, brilliant! The atmosphere was excellent, 
with new and old faces coming together, the weather 
was kind, in as much as it didn’t rain, but I think 
everyone agreed that it was a bit cold.

A huge thank you to everyone involved in the 
celebration, it was a very special way to mark the 
occasion.

Sally Pankhurst

 

LoPhams’ news

st andrew’s school
The end of term is approaching. June and July have 
been extremely busy with enrichment activities. 

The school were lucky in early June with a sports 
day and family barbeque. Watching the rain clouds, 
staff reversed the sports day schedule so children 
could take part in competitive races before working 
in house-teams to complete group activities. 

In sports week St Andrew’s and All Saints had 
a circus skills day with Steve Spud. This gave the 
children a chance to learn new skills such as juggling, 
Diablo and plate spinning. Children also enjoyed ice 
lollies from by the All Saints School Council. 

Celebrating the Olympics, years 1, 2, 3 and 4 took 
part in a county sporting event at UEA. An early 
start for all but a great chance to try new sports. 

Year 5 have been fortunate to take part in a Problem 
Solving Day at Diss High School, Year 4 a poetry day 
and year 5 and 6 and Early Years, ICT activities. 

The footballers proudly received the fair play 
trophy in the small school league! Well done! 

FOSTA are preparing their family treasure hunt 
and barbeque. We hope the weather holds as it 
promises to be a great way to finish the school year. 

St Andrew’s upper school is putting on a play for 
the end of term, whilst the lower school are playing 
hand bells in leaver’s assembly. With three year 6 
children moving on, staff, children and governors 
wish them the very best of luck in the future. 

For information about St Andrew’s Primary, or to 
bring your child to visit, please do contact the school 
on 01379 687253 or by e-mail head@st-andrews-pri.
norfolk.sch.uk We would love to hear from you! 

Louise Norgate: Executive Headteacher for All 
Saints and St Andrew’s Partnership

north Lopham Pre-school
The children won first prize for the litter awareness 
competition. Their entry, a snail with its shell 
decorated with litter, was rewarded with a new book 
for preschool. The children have continued regular 
visits to the school to help prepare next year’s 
reception children for the transition. All the children 

enjoyed a visit to Knettishall Heath on the 10th July 
where they looked at bugs, tried pond dipping and 
went on nature walks. Our brilliant new fence in the 
shape of a rocket, castle and a window has been built 
and painted improving our outside play area.

A massive thank you goes to everybody who 
supported the Preschool BBQ and games at The 
Kings Head. Everybody had a great afternoon, 
especially the children. Also to all the people who 
helped organise, set up games, baked cakes, painted 
faces, provided BBQ etc. We raised just under £250 
for the preschool which was excellent. 

Summer Holiday Club: would you like your child 
to attend a Holiday Club in the summer? They must 
be between 2–8 years of age. Last year, we ran on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays 8.45–3.15. Please 
contact Tonya on 0762 219523. 

Spaces are available at our very friendly Preschool. 
We welcome children from their second birthday; 
children in nappies are very welcome. Preschool 
opens Mondays (8.45am to 11.45am), Wednesdays 
and Thursdays (8.45am to 3.15pm) Prices vary. 
Government funding is available for all 3 year olds.

Our home is in The Mess building at St Andrew’s 
school, North Lopham, (the white building close to 
the road at the school). If you would like to visit and 
meet Tonya (preschool manager) and her assistant 
Laura, please call in. Tonya can be contacted 
regarding preschool on 0762 219523.

Katie Henderson

FosTa 
A £530 PA and Amp, has been purchased for the 
school to help with sports days, productions and 
church assemblies. 

We purchased leavers’ gifts for children moving 
on to Diss high school; best wishes to Angel 
Ramstead, Joshua Conquest and Georgia Little, 
enjoy High School and keep in touch. 

Annual Lopham Yard Sales; 16th September. 
Those having a yard sale are asked to donate 10% 
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of profits to FOSTA. Lopham Preschool committee 
are providing the bacon rolls, tea, coffee and cake. 

We intend to purchase new cooking equipment 
and role play/dressing-up resources for St Andrew’s 
by September.

FOSTA would like to thank all parents, carers and 
villagers for their continued support.

Elaine Aldous, Secretary

Lophams’ Ladies
Meeting on the first Tuesday of the month; 7.15pm 
for 7.30pm in the Village Hall; visitors and new 
members always welcome.

In June, we helped serve tea and provide cakes 
at the Lophams’ Jubilee celebration and in July 
we had a tour of the Abbey Gardens in Bury St 
Edmunds. The gardeners who showed us round 
were extremely knowledgeable both from an 
historical and a botanical point of view. They gave 
an insight into how much lies undiscovered beneath 
the Abbey ruins, an appreciation of the trees and 
shrubs planted by the botanist Nathaniel Hodson in 
the early 19thC after the site had been neglected for 
nearly 300 years, and explained that it is a hundred 
years since the public were given free access to the 
gardens which are the pride of the town.

On August 7th we spend an evening in the garden 
of Allotment Farm, the home of Alan and Kate 
Briggs, and on September 1st; 1.30pm our Jumble 
Sale and Car Boot when we welcome your unwanted 
clothes, books and bric-â-brac.

Our autumn programme is a series of open 
meetings; in September we have a talk by Elizabeth 
Talbot from Gazes Auction Rooms, in October, 
Jason Salisbury with his Suffolk Cheeses and in 
November, Jim Bacon the Look East Weatherman. 

Details phone 01379 687337 

Lophams’ garden Club
Meets at Blooms Garden Centre, 1st Wednesday of 
each month at 7.30pm.

On June 6th we were privileged to have a private 
visit to the beautiful Dell Gardens at Bressingham, 
guided by Andy Bailey who has worked there for 
many years. In July we had a guided tour of Lopham 
and Redgrave Fen, searching for wild flowers. We 
are eagerly looking forward to a trip to Sandringham 

Flower Show on July 25th. David Derrick is to 
come on August 1st to talk about ‘Bee Keeping and 
Products of the Hive’.

Visitors and new members are very welcome. 

Lophams’ (holy) Bingo
Sessions in the Village Hall, from 2 to 4pm on the 
first Monday of most months. Residents from any 
local village are welcome to come, the chat between 
games is as important as the bingo itself, please take 
this as a personal invitation! For transport, ring 
01379 687679. The next session is on 6th August, 
when we hope to see some extra, junior players.

Lophams’ Village hall
Congratulations to the sports personalities who are 
such ambassadors for the Lophams! We wish the 
Village Games team success in the finals. Louisa 
Keylock has been chosen as a Tribune Team member 
for the press operations at the aquatic centre for the 
Olympics  and our Kumo Judo Club is thrilled to 
have three members competing! Look out for Colin 
Oates and training partner David in the main 
competition, Jonathan Drane in the Para-Olympic 
team. Very best wishes from us all.

The Lottery   our opportunity to support the Village 
Hall and have a bit of fun too. In the May draw the 
1st prize of £184 was won by J Leeder; 2nd prizes 
of £46 each were won by M Baker and P Sturman. 

In the June draw, the 1st prize of £186 was won 
by C Ward, and 2nd prizes of £46.50 each went to B 
Sarbutt and B Cartwright

New members, and those who need to renew 
get in touch: Copies of rules and entry forms from 
Eileen, tel; 01379 687608, Village Hall Treasurer, 

Tim Colyer, tel; 01379 687718, from Village Hall 
Committee members (see the website for details), or 
at the Farmers’ Market and at Village Hall Events. 

Farmers’ Markets are on the fourth Saturday each 
month, from 9am till 12.30pm. The next dates are 
August 25th and September 22nd. Call Mike 01379 
687 235. Our market has a wide variety of stalls, 
more visitors would be very welcome. It’s a social 
event as well as ‘shopping like it used to be!’ 

Judo is on Mondays & Wednesdays (Details from 
Howard on1379 688 258)

Dog Training is held most Tuesday evenings, trainer 
Elaine (07845 776 110) will provide information. 

To book the hall for private functions please 
contact 01379 687 679. To find out more about 
the hall generally, visit the web-site at www.
lophamsvillagehall.co.uk . 

Lophams Painting Group meets at the Village Hall 
on Wednesdays from 9.30am–12.30. Artists of all 
abilities and experience are welcome. For details 
please contact Tim Colyer 01379 687718. 

Champions!
Lophams won the Breckland Village Games, held 
at Watton Leisure Centre on June 17th 2012. A 
fantastic team effort winning the athletics, rounders, 
archery, climbing wall and senior table tennis, and 
also competing in darts, football, tennis, badminton, 
fitness triathlon and carpet bowls. 

The Heroes of our villages include the following 
families: Carter, Conquest, Cox, Hensser, Johnston, 
Levingbird, Nunn, Pursehouse, Rice, Shipperlee, 

Somers, Sturman and Wright. 
We go forward to represent Breckland in the 

County Final at the UEA sports park on 15th July. 

Lophams’ Links
Donna Potter has decided to step down from the 
role as Chairperson of Lopham Links. We all thank 
Donna for her work over the past two years. 

Any person interested in taking her role or helping 
with fundraising, please contact Elaine Aldous 
(01379 688342) or at lophamlinks@gmail.com

Currently, funding and grant applications are 
being completed with a view to placing the play area 
at the Village Hall site. 

It was decided, after discussions with villagers, 
parents and carers that a play area at the White 
Horse public house would not meet the needs of the 
majority of North and South Lopham children. 

Lopham Links would like to thank Tony Holloway, 
landlord of the White Horse, for suggesting this 
option and allowing the group to explore the 
possibilities. The White Horse has a play area. 

Elaine Aldous, Secretary

harvest in the Lophams 
The Thanksgiving Services will take place in South 
Lopham Church on September 23rd and in North 
Lopham on October 14th.

A Harvest Luncheon will be held on Sunday 16th 
September 1.00 for 1.15pm, in a marquee, still 
decorated for the previous day’s wedding reception, 
beside the Village Hall. Many thanks to John & 
Marion Crisp for their generosity.

Tickets, price £8.50, available from Cynthia 
(01379 687201) or Jennie (687679) until 8th 
September. The menu will be ham, chicken thighs 
with stuffing and sausage, or a veggie option all 
with a variety of salads followed by the traditional 
apple tarts and ice cream. Fruit juice and hot drinks 
at the end. Guests may bring their own alcohol, if 
desired, and glasses. From about 3pm. the Deneside 
Ramblers will play country style music. All are 
invited to stay for an informal Music, Praise and 
Worship service in this exceptional setting.

Exact timings will be advertised locally, nearer 
the time, but do put the date in your diary now!
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norTh LoPham news

Parish Council
Meeting on 11th July.

Apologies received from Councillors Tate and 
Bird. Two members of the public were in attendance.

Finance; various small items of expenditure were 
considered and approved.

Planning;applications: 46, The Street is under 
consideration, 40, The Street was approved.

Footways, Roads and Footpaths: Primrose Lane; 
the grass should be cut but finance is not available. 
Jubilee Lane; The grass will not be cut because it 
is fouled with dog excrement. Despite repeated 
appeals, some owners do not clear up; the volunteers 
who used to do the work now refuse. 

There are still overgrown hedges obstructing 
the pavements in The Street, further action was 
considered. Annual Risk Assessment has been 
completed, no issues were found.

Code of Conduct; the Norfolk Association of 
Local Councils revised version was adopted.

Rights of Way; details of the final proposals will 
be published in the EDP for public scrutiny, closing 
date for comments – 31st August. Further details 
from the Parish Clerk.

South Lopham Parish Council; see report.
Next meeting; Weds 12th September 7.30 

st nicholas’ Church
Our Jubilee Services on Sunday 10th June were led 
by the Home Team, in a church well decorated for 
the occasion. Many attending enjoyed browsing the 
exhibition of royal memorabilia, including items 
from previous Jubilees. The children who shared in 
the afternoon service received souvenir Diamond 
Jubilee medallions; medallions should by now have 
been delivered to those who couldn’t attend. The 
6.30pm Evensong had a Royal feel, and hymns to 
match; a good sing was enjoyed by all! 

Ascension Day and Pentecost – The Birthday 
of the Christian Church – were both celebrated as 
planned. We are very grateful to the retired clergy 
who come to take communion services – on the first 
Sunday each month and on the fourth Wednesday, 

both at 9.30am in St Nicholas’ Church.
Our Summer Coffee Morning, at Jean and Chris 

Stringfield’s house, was very happy. After heavy 
rain the night before, the morning was humid 
but dry. To be safe all the stalls were indoors or 
undercover. Delicious refreshments ensured that no 
one left early; after patronising the stalls, tombola 
and giant raffle they were still there to see the draw. 
Grateful thanks to all who donated items, helped 
to set up or dismantle the marquee and behind the 
scenes. The biggest thank you, though, must go to 
our hosts, who toiled to ensure a successful event. To 
date, over £518 has been added to funds! 

The main holiday season is almost upon us – we 
wish safe travelling to all those who are going away 
and look forward to welcoming visitors to the area.

During the school holiday, there will be a Craft 
Club for primary age youngsters, in The Mess at St 
Andrew’s School, on five Monday mornings starting 
July 30th, between 10am and noon. There will be 
two main crafts featured each week, with enough 
time to devote to both, and refreshments at ‘half 
time’. Anyone interested in being a helper will be 
very welcome, please telephone 01379 687679.

The Norfolk Churches Trust Sponsored Cycle 
Ride is on Saturday 8th September. Churches will 
be open from 9am to 5pm, and you are invited to 
cycle or walk to as many as possible to raise funds 
for the Trust and your Church (50% to each). It’s a 
great opportunity to visit some wonderful mediaeval 
buildings not usually open to view. There are 
sponsor forms in the churches, plus lists of churches 
open, in both the Norwich and St Edmundsbury and 
the Ipswich diocese. 

Advance Notices: An Art Exhibition will take 
place from 19th to 21st October – look out for 
posters nearer the time, or contact Tony and Gill on 
688121, and the second Crib Festival (with extra 
angels) will be held 23rd to 27th November. Contact 
01379 687679 for details.

souTh LoPham news

st andrew’s Church news 
On 26th May we were treated to A Summer 
Miscellany by the Thursday Night Ladies Choir 
from Thetford, directed by Mary Rolton. Pip Jepson 
and Trish Halliwell played delightful piano duets, 
flautist Alan Howard and soloist Katie Howard 
were brilliant and the excellent Choir performed 
favourites including The Rhythm of Life, enhanced 
by the church’s impressive acoustics. £650.00 was 
raised for the Church Organ Cleaning Fund. Thanks 
go to Archie for arranging this event, to the Choir 
and performers, to Cynthia for her help with the 
refreshments and to everyone who came to support.

On Sunday 24th June a large congregation 
enjoyed our Evening Service of Music, Praise and 
Worship, accompanied by singers and musicians.

south Lopham Parish Council
Meeting held on12th July;

1. Stephen Reynolds was co-opted on to the 
Council to replace Peter Coster.

2. Gary Phillips was appointed as Responsible 
Financial Officer on a voluntary unpaid basis.

3. New Code of Conduct; The Norfolk Association 
of Local Councils version was adopted.

4. A SLOW sign has been painted on the A1066 on 
the approach to the village from Diss. 

5. Breckland Council dog warden, Mike Gardiner, 
(01362 858500, mike@animalwardenservices.co.uk) 
will be patrolling the area to check on dog-owner 
behaviour. Anyone observing an owner allowing a 
dog to foul the footpath , please notify the warden.

6. The residue of the Malson legacy (£164) will be 
offered to St Andrews Church for repair of the organ.

7. Lopham Links has abandoned proposals to 
construct a children’s play area at the White Horse 
reverting to the Village Hall site.

The Lophams society
The Society is putting on a musical evening and 
supper at the Village Hall at 7.30pm on Saturday, 
22nd September, 2012; £7.50 entry includes music 
by the Waveney Four and a hot supper; there will be 

a licensed bar. Tickets: 01379 640355. This should 
be a lively evening and we hope for a good turnout.

Lophams ramblers
We had a good away-day on our annual circular 
walk from Southwold to Walberswick. We got rather 
wet on the outward journey but after an excellent 
lunch the rain stopped and by the time we returned 
to Southwold it was warm and sunny. To complete a 
most enjoyable day some of us also managed to fit in 
a cream tea on the pier.

Jubilee Celebrations at the Lophams
A bitterly cold wind but a successful day. Afternoon 
activities included a Punch and Judy show, a 
children’s tea party and maypole dancing. Jonathan 
Wheeler’s splendid traction engine provided 
some welcome warmth and Mr and Mrs Bowes 
of Supreme Carriages, Blo Norton, gave rides 
in their immaculate twin-horse carriage. Inside 
the Hall, Tom Brown used his self made models 
to demonstrate the principles of mechanics. The 
Lopham Ladies’ tea tent, George Estcourt’s ‘Jubilee 
Arms’ Bill Bedford’s BBQ and Keith Rackham’s 
wonderful homemade candyfloss were mighty 
popular. Captain Kirk’s Mandolin Band and The 
Waveney Four provided live music. The Kings 
Head triumphed in the tug-of-war against the White 
Horse. Congratulations to the many winners in the 
fancy dress competition and thanks to Susie Turner 
for judging. Mick the Baker and his Band provided 
the music for the evening dance, a very lively finale!

The Lophams Jubilee Committee is to be 
congratulated for organising the event, especially 
Granville Horan, Peter Coster and Steph Fleming. 
St Andrews School contributed much for which 
particular thanks are due to Head Teacher Louise 
Norgate and Jennie Vere. This is not to undervalue 
the contributions made by so many others.

Surplus on Jubilee Celebrations From a surplus of 
approximately £330, the committee will spend £270 
to purchase a bench fitted with a suitably engraved 
plaque, to be located at the Village Hall, with the 
balance used to assemble two ‘time capsules’ one to 
be buried in each village. The contents are yet to be 
decided.
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BURSTON
GISSING
SHELFANGER
TIVETSHALL
WINFARTHING

The Rector of the Winfarthing Group
The Revd David F Mills

Winfarthing Rectory
Church Lane, Winfarthing, Norfolk IP22 2EA

Tel: 01379 643646
E-mail: revdfmills1812@gmail.com

 THE COCK CROW TEAM CORRESPONDENTS

• • • • • • • • •  Next Copy date is Monday 10th September latest, please send via your correspondents or the group editor; details above, who will forward by email to copyforcrow@keme.co.uk • • • • • • • • •

EDITORS 
Winfarthing Group: Vivienne Wheeler, 
Jacks Barn, Common Road, Shelfanger IP22 2DR     
01379 642622   Vivienne.wheeler@btinternet.com

Bressingham Group: Tim Colyer, ‘Bermick’, Tanns 
Lane, North Lopham, IP22 2LZ 
01379 687718 timcolyer@yahoo.co.uk

SECRETARY 
Jennie Vere, Southlands, Church Corner, North Lopham, 
Diss, Norfolk. 
01379 687679 jennyvere@btinternet.com

TREASURER 
Marie Hewitt, 68 Common Road, Bressingham  
IP22 2BB. 01379 687376.   Cheques for donations payable to 
‘Cock Crow Committee’ please

ADVERTISING CO-ORDINATOR 
Lynda Sullivan, Rosario Cottage, Rectory Road,  
Tivetshall St Mary NR15 2AL  01379 676713 
copyforcrow@keme.co.uk Further details page 36

Bressingham Diana Burroughes, Burrowood, Wilney 
Green, Bressingham IP22 2AJ, 01379 688291, 
dianajb@btconnect.com

Burston Debbie Beck 3, Higdon Close,  Diss Road, 
Burston IP22 5UG 01379 740834 

FersField Maureen Webb  Scoggins Farm, Denning-
ton Rd, Laxfield, Suffolk IP13 8HJ  01986 798072 
mbenziger@mac.com

gissing Joe Cromley, The Chequers, Upper Street, 
Gissing. 01379 677817

north lopham Mrs Jennie Vere,  
Southlands, North Lopham. 01379 687679

south lopham Jackie Brown, Bottle Cottage, 
Redgrave Rd, S Lopham IP22 2HL. 01379 687260 
jackiebrown1@btinternet.com

shelFanger Frank Paice, The Laurels,  
Shelfanger. 01379 641538

tivetshall maggie rowan, the thatched house, 
green lane, tivetshall nr15 2BJ 01379 674116 
maggiearowan@aol.com

WinFarthing Mrs Margaret Beeslee, Barleyfields, 
The Street, Winfarthing, IP22 2ED. 01379 641324

Burston Gissing Shelfanger Tivetshall Winfarthing

August 5 9.30 MP 8.00 HC 11.00 MP 11.00 MP 9.30 MP

August 12 9.30 HC 11.00 MP 11.00 MP 11.00 FS 9.30 MP

August 19 9.30 MP 11.00 HC 10.00 FS 9.30 HC 10.00 FS

August 26 6.00 FSS 11.00 Joint MP 9.30 Joint HC at Gissing at Shelfanger

September 2 9.30 MP 11.00 HC 11.00 MP 11.00 MP 9.30 MP

September 9 9.30 MP 11.00 MP 11.00 MP 11.00 FS 9.30 HC

September 16 9.30 MP 11.00 MP 10.00 FS 9.30 HC 10.00 FS

September 23 3.00 Harvest 11.00 Joint MP 11.00 MW at Gissing 9.30 MP

September 30 10.30 5/P HC

October 7 9.30 HC at Tivetshall 11.00 MW 11.00 Joint MP 9.30 MP

Rector of the Upper Waveney Benefice 
In vacancy: 

contact church wardens see foot of page

www.upperwaveneybenefice.com 

Hon Rectors
The Revd Reg Dakin
Tel: 01379 641167

The Revd Ben Sasada
01379 642174

COCK CROW iS THE PARiSH MAgAziNE Of THE WiNfARTHiNg gROuPS Of CHuRCHES AND THE uPPER WAVENEY BENEfiCE

MP Morning Prayers|FS Family Service|HC Holy Communion|FHC Family Communion|ES Evensong|EP Evening Prayer with hymns|H&R Service of 
Healing & Reconciliation|MPW Non-denominational All Age Music Praise & Worship

morning prayer: At present is at 8.30am on Monday and Tuesday at North Lopham; Wednesday and Friday at 
Roydon and Thursday at South Lopham. 
Wednesday Communion: is at 9.30am usually in Roydon Church, except on the fourth Wednesday each month, 
when it is at North Lopham.  For the time being, there is no Communion on Thursday mornings.
Fellowship group: Meets on Wednesday afternoons at 1.30pm contact Jennie (687679) for location.
holy Bingo: 2pm The Lophams’ Village Hall first Monday of the month.

Churchwardens Bressingham D Burroughes 01379 688291 R Aves 01379 687263
 Fersfield J Sumpter 01379 687 711 R Vere 01379 687679 
 North Lopham A Briggs 01953 681989  R Vere 01379 687679  
 South Lopham P Reeder 01379 687273 D Huggins 01379 687201 
 Roydon A Daniels 01379 643575 A Stratfold 01379 642033

EP Evening Prayer|HC Holy Communion|MW Morning Worship|5/P Five Parish|PP Prayer & Praise|FS Family Service| 
FS/Chp Family Service in Chapel|FSS 4th Sunday Service|H Harvest

Date Bressingham
St John the 
Baptist

(BCP)

Fersfield
St Andrew
(BCP &)
(C/W Order 2)

N Lopham
St Nicholas

(BCP &)
(C/W Order 1)

S Lopham
St Andrew

(BCP &)
(C/W Order 2)

Roydon
St Remigius

(C/W 1 & 2)

Sun 5th August
Trinity 9

No Service 6.30pm
EP

 9.30am 11am
 HC Family
  Service

No Service  8am 10am
 HC Family
  Service

Sun 12th August
Trinity 10

9.30am
HC

No Service  11am 6.30pm
 FS ES

No Service 10am
HC

Sun 19th August
Trinity 11

6.30pm
EP

No Service 11am
FS

9.30am
HC

 8am 10am
  HC MP

Sun 26th August
Trinity 12

10.30am
with Meth

9.30am
HC

11am
FS

6.30pm
EP

10am
HC

Sun 2nd Sept
Trinity 13

No Service 6.30pm
EP

 9.30am 11 am  
 HC  FS

No Service  8am 10am
 HC FS

Sun 9th Sept
Trinity 14

9.30am
HC

No Service  11am  6.30pm
Fam Bapt ES

No Service 10am
HC

Sun 16th Sept
Trinity 15

6.30pm
EP

No Service 11am
FS

MPW Special
V Hall time tba

9.30am
HC

MPW Special
V Hall time tba

 8am 10am
 HC MP

Sun 23rd Sept
Trinity 16

10.30am
with Meth

9.30am
HC

No Service  11am 6.30pm  
Fam HF Har ES

10am
HC

Sun 30th Sept
Trinity 17

No Service 10am
Group HC

No Service No Service No Service

Sun 6th Oct
Trinity 18

No Service 6.30pm
Harv Fest

 9.30am 11am
 HC FS

No Service  8am 10am
 HC Harv Fest 
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Winfarthing Group Rector writes…

‘If you really love me’
How often do we hear the statement ‘If you really love me’ used as a form of 
emotional black mail when a person wants something from someone else. If 
you really love me then you will purchase a Rolls Royce for me, or an expensive 
item of jewellery, clothing or whatever the item might be, that you wish for. Or 
‘I promise to be good’, if only you will buy me a season ticket to watch Norwich 
City or Ipswich Town, or in my case Diss Town FC (I’m easily pleased).

There are occasions when ‘If you really love me’ is used in an attempt to manipu-
late someone; when a person cannot be bothered to do something and tries to get 
someone else to do it for them. ‘You know you really love me, so can you just take 
my plate into the kitchen’ (as I cannot be bothered to move).

How often do we hear of people trying to somehow manipulate God? ‘God if only 
you will… for me, then I promise to be good for the rest of my life’.

No-one has so far has stated how they intended to be good for the rest of their 
life? How it would be possible, even if they were able to so? I doubt this very 
much.

God’s love for us is not dependant on manipulation, blackmail, or even bribery. 
God’s love for us is unconditional, overwhelming and all embracing. In fact it is 
we who try to put barriers between us and God. It is God who makes the first 
move in our relationship with him. ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, so that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life’. (John 3:16)

Reverend David Mills

BursTon news

attention Burston school Pupils
New Drop-In Youth Café Burston church will be 
hosting a new venture starting on 13th September, 
running weekly on Thursdays from 3.45 to 5.15 – 
timed to coincide with the school bus drop-off.

This is for 11–14 year olds and will comprise 
some free food and drink, an opportunity to socialise 
with friends and enjoy various games eg table ten-
nis, playstation etc.

Enquiries or offers of help to Dorothy Swanton on 
741577. 

St Mary’s Church
I am delighted to report that we now have a much 
better equipped kitchen in the church, now. The 
most recent improvements are due to the donation 
of new wall cupboards – many thanks to Lynn and 
Jim Howard for giving and installing them. The 
new cupboards, along with the new fridge and mi-
crowave (which were anonymously donated) mean 
that our kitchen is much better equipped for catering 
for social events. The PCC continues to look to pri-
oritise improvements to the church building, and we 
are very grateful to the Friends of Burston Church 
for their continued support in raising money for the 
building and fabric of the church. 

Longer term, the church roof will need to be re-
placed, and you can imagine the expense that his 
will be! The PCC has applied to English Heritage 
for a second time, for grant funding for this. St 
Mary’s is a Grade 2* listed building, and as such 
it does qualify for heritage funding; however, given 
the current financial climate, nothing is guaranteed.

At the time of writing, we are a week away from 
the Friends of Burston Church’s annual Safari Sup-
per. I will report on this evening in the next edition, 
but at the moment we are hoping for fine weather. 
You might like to note in your diary that our Fish 
and Chips Quiz Supper will be taking place on Fri-
day 19th October – this is always very popular, and 
usually a sell-out.                           Rachel Hobson

Burston Church gift Day
We are so grateful for the response to our last house 
to house appeal and especially to those who under-
took to make a regular payment, enabling us to keep 
the church open for all sorts of events. You will see 
that we are adding to this by opening a Youth Café 
in the autumn for 11–14 year olds.

A gift envelope is enclosed for those who would 
like to follow up on their yearly donation and the 
church will be open on Saturday 11th August from 
10–4pm to welcome all with refreshments and to 
receive gifts.

Alternatively, please use the letter box of our 
Church Warden, David Crowe opposite the church 
at ‘Crowbeare’, or hand it to any PCC member.

Your donations are an important part of our fund-
raising and we thank you for your generosity.

Burston Community 
Primary School 

We took to the highways, byways and footpaths to 
complete our own Olympic-themed Torch Relay. 
We had made our own torches and over 60 parents 
and children took part in the event. We set off from 
Tivetshall after Sports day and took exactly 2½ 
hours to cover 4 miles. We had some participants in a 
wheelbarrow pushed by a parent governor and chil-
dren aged from 5 to 11. Some of the older children 
completed the whole course while others did special 
sections all on their own. The weather was glorious 
and all the planning and preparation meant a trou-
ble free event. We ended up at The Crown in Burston 
with a grand reception and spent the evening shar-
ing stories and a relaxing drink. Thank you to Jonj, 
Frances, Bev and Steve for supporting our event. We 
ate all the chips in the house!

We enjoyed two sports days at Burston and Tivet-
shall schools. Our Torch Relay was planned to join 
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the two events, one location to the other. Our sports 
celebrations began at Tivetshall with an Olympic 
opening ceremony where we made our own human 
Olympic Rings. We performed a dance and shared 
the Olympic values in front of our parents before en-
gaging in a series of events where we could all win 
points. We included some parents and toddler events 
and the weather remained glorious. We had planned 
to be at Burston the day after for our second day 
where we were planning to look at more traditional 
events like javelin, hurdles and shot putt but we had 
to postpone to the following week. We look forward 
to more fun at the end of this second week in July 
and we are then opening our outdoor classroom as 
part of our closing ceremonies.

The Friends of Burston (FOBS) have worked so 
hard to provide an excellent new resource for the 
school. They have planned and built an outdoor 
classroom which they are opening formally before 
the end of term. They are planning games and a bar-
becue and inviting parents to share in the fulfilment 
of an excellent project. Many thanks to our wonder-
ful friends for all their hard work. We look forward 
to all the uses for this area in our work next term 
and beyond.

We have also been developing our new garden 
area. Friends have been involved in setting up our 
new gardens and we have lots of vegetables growing. 
The children have a club which meets on Wednesday 
evenings and they will look after the area during the 
summer holiday. Many thanks to Mrs Mills who has 
worked so hard on this project. We look to do more 
with our pond area next term.

We have exciting activities coming at the end of 

term when we say goodbye to our 12 year 6 pupils 
and we have a special assembly in St Marys Church. 
Parents are invited to attend our final assembly and 
hear speeches from leavers and there will be special 
presentations. 

Class 3 – We have had an eventful term: initially 
with the year 5/6 visit to Horstead. Here pupils 
made their own rafts and sailed them – falling in as 
well. We tried out ‘stacking’ crates, using the climb-
ing wall and zip wire. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves but we were all exhausted by our return.

SATs followed. Pupils were extremely single 
minded and this attitude has paid off as the results 
are now due and they appear to have done extremely 
well. Ms Wareham is proud of them.

In literacy we have been writing speeches for our 
leavers’ assembly and personal recounts of pupils in 
the class. In maths we have been looking at setting 
up and running a Theme Park, studying cash flow, 
insurances, running costs, compound interest on 
loans etc. Some of us were successful, others went 
bankrupt! We have designed the GB teams sporting 
clothes and studied the lives of members on the GB 
Olympic teams. We have also been preparing pu-
pils for changes – moving up or moving onto High 
School.

Class 2 have now completed their free-standing, 
personalised photo frames and are very happy with 
the results.

We are learning about the Olympics and have 
been studying the history of the games. We have 
made posters about Olympic values, showing how 
these feature in our own lives. We will be design-
ing and making our own Olympic medals and do-
ing some research on our favourite competitors. In 
maths we are working on fractions, decimals and 
percentages.

Class 1: this term our main focus has been learn-
ing about the Olympic games. The class has been 
given a language of the week, so far French, Ger-
man, Spanish, Chinese and Greek. We have learnt a 
few key words in these languages and have sampled 
some of the cuisine from these countries. Prepara-
tion for our trip to Gressenhall farm and workhouse 
has been our latest task and we are all looking for-
ward to our visit. Next week we will also visit Diss 
High School for a fun picnic and sports afternoon.

gissing news

heart of gissing
The Heart of Gissing is a charity made up of local 
people with an interest in securing the future and the 
regeneration of the centre of Gissing including the 
proposed refurbishment and extension of the Old 
School building and site. The Trustees are keen to 
develop the potential of the site as a meeting place 
for local organisations, community and interest 
groups of all ages and as a venue for small scale ‘one 
off ’ events of social, cultural and educational kinds. 
They see it as one of their main roles to promote 
and foster such ‘sharing’ activities. The Heart of 
Gissing very much works with Gissing Children’s 
Centre which is, and will remain, the primary user 
of the site. Fundraising events are organised jointly 
to maximise effort and ensure the sustainability 
of both groups. If you are interested in becoming 
a member, please contact Linda Nash on 01379 
677300 or email admin@heartofgissing.org.uk for a 
membership form and/or further details. 

gissing summer Fete
1950s theme, Sunday 26th August 2 – 5pm 

Gissing presents their traditional village fete with 
all the atmosphere of a village fete from days gone 
by. Loads of fun for all the family with lots of qual-
ity hampers and prizes to be won. Plenty of refresh-
ments, homemade cakes and produce. For your en-
tertainment, the Wherry Brass Band plus Foolhardy 
Folk who will be running clown workshops and 
delivering a fun-packed show. The fete will have a 
1950s theme (in recognition of the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee); lots of games and other attractions.

st nicholas Fayre
Saturday 1st December 4 – 7pm: ‘Christmas 
Market’; opportunity to buy presents, with festive 
refreshments, Father Christmas and lots more.

groups in gissing at present include 

Gissing Children’s Centre (Pre-School and Play-
scheme) Contact Linda Nash on 01379 677300 (9am 
to 3pm term time) or 07531 810704 out of hours or 
email to email@gissingchildrenscentre.co.uk .

Gissing Baby and Toddler Group runs in Gissing 
Village Hall, Rectory Road, Gissing every Monday 
morning from 9.30am to 11.30am. All parents, car-
ers and their children (under school age) are wel-
come to come and have a chat while the children 
have fun. The group includes a designated ‘safe 
baby area’ within the main play area. Studio Nor-
wich Photographers Ltd, have been booked to hold 
two photo sessions at Gissing Village Hall, to raise 
funds for the Toddler Group. These sessions will be 
held on Saturday 29th September from 1-4pm and 
Monday 29th October from 10.30am to 4pm (half-
term). For general information about the group, or 
to book a slot for the photograph sessions, please 
contact Vicky on 01379 674437 or 07946 212779 or 
email vhcullum@hotmail.com. 

Gissing Youth Club for 8–13 year olds runs every 
Tuesday 6.30–8.30pm during term at Gissing Chil-
dren’s Centre. Anyone interested in helping or who 
has ideas or skills to share, please contact Bernie on 
07796 545929 or 01379 677254, email berniecalton@
talktalk.net.

Gissing Reading Group meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 8pm at the Old School. 
For further information about the group, please con-
tact Jim Philip on 01379 677352 or just come along.

Gissing Gardening Group Generally meets on the 
third Wednesday evening of the month at the Old 
School. For enquiries about the group, contact Joe 
Cromley on 01379 677817.

Gissing Singers meets every Monday at 7.30pm in 
Gissing Village Hall. Further information available 
from Andrew Pierssené on 01379 674518.

Pilates continues to run every Wednesday eve-
ning at the Children’s Centre (the Old School). Call 
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Sharon Calton on 07979 411644 or email at sharon@
scalton.orangehome.co.uk for further details.

The Hegarty School of Dance offers ballet, tap, 
street dance and contemporary dance classes to chil-
dren (from 3 years of age) and adults and runs from 
both the Children’s Centre (the Old School) and 
from Gissing village hall. For further details, please 
contact Sam on 07825 325100 by email.
samiwatt@hotmail.co.uk 
visit www.hegartyschoolofdance.co.uk. 

Weekly Musical Theatre Class   A musical the-
atre class runs every Wednesday from 5pm to 6pm 
at Gissing Village Hall for anyone over 7 years of 
age. The class includes singing, dancing and act-
ing, working on scripts from popular musicals. The 
group will then do recitals for family at the end of 
term. The cost will be £28 for the term. For further 
details, please contact Sam on 07825 325100 or by 
email at samiwatt@hotmail.co.uk.

Community Dance & Theatre Project Heart of 
Gissing Community Dance and Theatre Project 
(Formerly Dance 2000 Plus) news: as a result of 
funding having been obtained by this group, just 
under 30 local children, aged 8–18 years, will be at-
tending 9 days of acting, singing and dancing mas-
ter classes and theatre craft workshops at Gissing 
Children’s Centre from 6th to 16th August in order 
to put on a production of the musical ‘Little Orphan 
Annie’ at the Fisher Theatre in Bungay on 15th and 
16th August. Please come along to a performance 
and support this local project. 

Tickets can be purchased from the Fisher Theatre 
by contacting 01986 897130 or obtained, on-line at 
www.fishertheatre.org. Any late queries about this 
theatre summer school can be directed to Sam on 
07825 325100 or email at samiwatt@hotmail.co.uk .

Stage HOGers This local theatre group starts 
from September working on an annual pantomime, 
staged in January each year. Anyone interested in 
treading the boards, please contact Sam on 07825 
325100 or email at samiwatt@hotmail.co.uk for fur-
ther information.

Friends of Gissing Church contact Fiona Turton 
01379 677811, email at fionaturton@btinternet.com.

Over 60s Group contact Rose Eddington on 01379 
677790 or email at rose@roseeddington.co.uk.

History Group contact George Hammond on 01379 
677633.

Gissing Carpet Bowls contact Derek Dewey on 
01379 677162.

Gissing Bowls Club contact Kevin Lake on 01379 
677525.

Bookings to use Gissing Village Hall contact Helen 
Vallier on 07712 171187.

Bookings to use Gissing Children’s Centre contact 
Linda Nash on 01379 677300 (9am to 3pm Monday 
to Friday during term time) or 07531 810704 out of 
hours.

gissing Children’s Centre 
We are always very grateful for donations of whatev-
er kind, at the Children’s Centre. We recently raised 
£140 from the bags2school scheme, so a big ‘thank 
you’ to everyone who donated the bags of clothes, 
fabric, handbags and belts etc. We always take part 
in the Tesco and Morrisons voucher schemes so 
whenever they are running, so if you have any un-

wanted vouchers, please feel free to leave them in our 
post box at the Centre. We shall make good use of 
them to buy gardening or physical play equipment.

The Pre-School runs during term time, from 
9.30am to 12 noon (standard session), to 1.15pm 
(extended session) or to 2.30pm every Monday to 

Friday inclusive. Early years funding for 3 and 4 
year olds can be used for both morning and after-
noon sessions. We take children unaccompanied 
from 2½ years to 5 years old. Any families who wish 
to come and take a look are welcome to contact Linda 
Nash on 01379 677300 (9am–3pm during term time) 
or 07531 810704 (out of hours) or to send enquiries 
to email@gissingchildrenscentre.co.uk to arrange a 
visit at a time of your choice. Spaces are filling up 
quickly for September 2012 and for children due to 
start during the school year 2012/13, but we operate 
a working waiting list so aim to meet your require-
ments, and reserve places, wherever possible. 

We are likely to be running our Summer Play-
scheme on selected days during the summer holi-
days from 9.30am to 3pm for children of primary 
school age. The cost is £10 per child, bookable and 
payable in advance. Children will need to bring a 
packed lunch and a small amount of money for tuck. 
General enquiries can be directed to 07531 810704 or 
email@gissingchildrenscentre.co.uk. We will offer a 
range of craft, cookery and other workshops, con-
struction, sand platform and plenty of play opportu-
nities both indoors and outside, including Ian Con-
stance Coaching multi-skills on some mornings. 

Friends of gissing Church
Membership of the Friends continues to grow and 
we would like to thank everyone who has recently 
joined for their support. It is so very much appreciat-
ed, as maintaining the church building and grounds 

could not continue without the generosity of all the 
members. We have renewed our membership cam-
paign recently and so if you are not a member and 
would like to find out more, please do contact Fiona 
Turton in the first instance on 01379 677811. We 
would love to hear from you.

The Friends will be having a stall at the Gissing 
Summer Fete on 26th August, with various items for 
sale, including pottery and costume jewellery. Fur-
ther information will also be available at the stall on 
what the Friends are doing and their progress so far 
– so do come along and see us. Better still, if you feel 
able, join us in preserving this lovely parish church. 
Enjoy the summer!                                                   FT

a Farewell
On 31st May, at Norwich, the funeral of Winnie 
Yellop (aged 92) took place. Winnie was a north 
Norfolk ‘gal’ who liked a good mardle and a joke. 
She came to Gissing during the war years to work 
in the Women’s Land Army and stayed on to marry 
George. Their home was always open house to the 
children in their street when their son, David, was 
a boy. Winnie was a familiar figure cycling round 
the village and a keen supporter of village events, a 
committed member of St Mary’s congregation and 
a member of the PCC for many years. Her long life 
was blessed with an excellent memory for detail and 
a cheerful disposition. She never had a bad word to 
say about anyone and will be remembered with great 
affection by her family, friends and neighbours.  DH

Fancy a day out with Borderhoppa?
Borderhoppa operate outings on Mondays for members, these include days at the seaside, shopping trips, garden centre 

visits, boat trips and other local places of interest. Membership is free; all you need to do is complete a simple application 

form. To become a member or to book a place on one of our outings please call 01379 854800.

Mondays in August 6th: Gt Yarmouth. £16 • 13th: Hyde Hall Gardens, Essex. £23 includes entrance fee. RHS 

members get discount. • 23rd: Aldeburgh & Thorpeness. £16. Mondays in September 3rd: South Walsham boat 

trip on Waveney Stardust. £21 includes boat trip. • 10th: Gressenhall Rural Life Museum & Workhouse. £24 includes 

entrance fee. • 17th: Latham & Potter Heigham.  £16 • 24th: Lowestoft. £14. Mondays in October 

1st: Cambridge. £18.50 • 8th: Stowmarket & lunch at Thorndon Black Horse. £12 Lunch extra. • 17th: Dereham. 

£16 • 22nd: Pulham Garden Centre & lunch at Jolly Farmers. £12 lunch extra. • 29th: Bury St Edmunds. £12

Our demand responsive service (originally known as Dial-A-Ride) is now available to everyone. Anyone with a bus pass can 

travel free after 9.30am. To book or for further information call 01379 854800, we require at least 2 working days notice 

for bookings.  We also hire our mini buses out for days, evenings or at weekends.
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sheLFanger news

Village 
shelfanger celebrates in style
HM The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee was celebrated 
with panache at Shelfanger. A packed programme on 
the Bank Holiday Monday began with the judging 
of children’s fancy dress by Mrs Vivienne Weekes. 
Immediately afterwards, 120 residents, relatives 
and friends sat down to a sumptuous tea provided 
by Mrs Anne Lord and her team of helpers. After 
the meal, the Loyal Toast was proposed by resident 
Frank Paice and resoundingly acclaimed by those 
present. Winners of the children’s art competition 
were announced by Mrs Vicci Day and prizes pre-
sented. 

Next in the proceedings were children’s races, 
which were much enjoyed, and included egg-and-

spoon, the sack race and the water race. The after-
noon at the recreation ground concluded with an 
all-age rounders match, arranged, together with the 
races, by Julie Goodwin and Gill Jennings.

A celebratory ringing of the parish church bells 
heralded Shelfanger’s very well-attended village ser-
vice of Thanksgiving for Queen Elizabeth’s Jubilee. 
In his address, the lay reader used a number of hats 
to illustrate status and role, and spoke of willingness 
to serve as the essential biblical attribute for all lead-
ers, which the Queen had sustained throughout her 
reign. Readers at the service were Roger Challoner 
and Sue Paice. Music included the 1953 Coronation 
arrangement of ‘All people that on earth do dwell’, as 
well as Jerusalem, ‘Praise to the holiest,’ ‘The king of 
love’ and the National Anthem. Some of the prayers 
were those used the following day at the National 
Service in St Paul’s Cathedral. The congregation 
and others now moved to the village beacon which 
was lit at a memorable and popular ceremony, by 
Phil Wells and Pip Tallents. Keith and Vicci Day 
arranged a superb firework display to round off the 
evening. The day’s festivities were attended by in ex-
cess of 150 people. The social club bar was kept open 
throughout the day by Ray Leeder, Derek Lord and 
Roger Challoner.

Are you a
problem-
solver?
Next January’s to June’s will be Frank’s 
last attempt to discombobulate every-
one with the Winfarthing Benefice ser-
vice plan, which he’s cobbled together 
for the best part of 25 years. Anyone 
who enjoys crosswords, sudokus, or 
writing school timetables, and doesn’t 
mind irritating and confusing people 
occasionally, will surely love working 
with Rev Mills to fit one rector, one 
lay reader, two worship leaders and 
five home teams into approximately 
300 service slots each year! If you’d 
be interested in helping, please get in 
touch with Frank on 01379 641538 or 
at fridge@btinternet.com Shelfanger Village hall annual

Produce, Flower, 
Domestic &

Handicraft Show
Saturday 25th august, 2 to 4pm
Schedules and entry forms from, and 
all enquiries should be addressed to: 
Mr Colin Mobbs (Show Organiser) 

01379 644859

All entry forms and cash to be 
presented by 7pm Thursday 23rd August, 
to Mr Malcolm Barnard 01379 640731

Exhibits to be brought to Shelfanger 
Village Hall between 8.30 and 10.30am 

on the day of the Show

generosity 
Jubilee Day was entirely free to residents of the vil-
lage and their families, thanks to the generosity of 
villagers in response to an appeal for donations, 
and the support of South Norfolk Council and Shel-
fanger Parish Council. The Jubilee Committee has 
now met to determine how £70 left over in the fund 
should be spent. Painting of the village seats, jubi-
lee roses for the churchyard and a commemorative 
plaque for the village Jubilee oak on Boyland Com-
mon are all under consideration. So – Shelfanger – 
well done and thank You!

Shelfanger Jubilee Committee

Church
Young people on the move!
After well over 30 years of all-age services at Win-
farthing and Shelfanger, the monthly event for kids 
from 9 weeks to 95 years is being transformed! From 
now on, Winfarthing will be holding its own regular 
service on the third Sunday of the month at 10am, 
while Shelfanger moves from the third to the second 
Sunday of each month at 10 in October (but with 
the next two on 19th August and 16th September). 
Church leaders say: ‘The hope is that, not only will 
children and families enjoy different styles of fun 
and worship in their own village, but that if they 
wish, they can do so twice a month! It will provide 

more frequent Sunday morning activity aimed at all 
ages than we have seen since WASPS was conclud-
ed three years ago.’ It is expected that liaison with 
All Saints’ School will mean more participation by 
young people in leading worship. 

Vacancy
Shelfanger is seeking a new Cock Crow correspond-
ent. After two lengthy spells in the role, Frank Paice 
is heading off to another part of the blogosphere and 
his contribution to this edition will be his last. The 
task involves a couple of hours’ work a month in 
collating and emailing copy to the editors and then 
waiting with growing excitement for your handi-
work to drop onto the doormat beautifully printed in 
our award-winning magazine. If you’d be willing to 
help, please get in touch with Frank on 01379 641538 
or at fridge@btinternet.com

Shelfanger Village hall

Full-size
football pitch

for hire
during season

2012–13
Complete with home/away and 

referee’s dressing rooms

Telephone Malcolm Barnard
01379 640731

Chairman, Shelfanger Village hall & 
recreation ground association

Can you help your
parish church?

Shelfanger Church needs to 
strengthen its teams in each of the 

following areas:
Grounds and building maintenance 

(The Friday gang)
Cleaning

Flower arranging
If you think you could help with any 

of these, please contact 
churchwarden Pete Harries on

01379 651524
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TiVeTshaLL news

st margaret’s Church
The quiz night on June 9th raised £156 for the 
church restoration fund. Many thanks to all who 
helped make the evening successful and enjoyable.

Village hall
On what seemed like the only day it hasn’t rained 
this summer, the hall was the venue for our Jubilee 
celebrations. Mary Snelling kindly planted a com-
memorative tree on the village green adjacent to the 
newly built plinth for the village sign. It is hoped 
that this tree will be a lasting memory to our Queen’s 
60 years service and also act as a focal point for our 
Christmas celebrations (although it will need a cou-
ple of years before we can adorn it with lights!).

The Jubilee committee say a huge thank you to all 
who came, to all local businesses and to all volun-
teers who helped make it a wonderful day. We were 
delighted with the response to our Jubilee themed 
cake competition, the winner (voted for by all 
attendees) being a fabulously decorated crown 
by Marie Von Morgan, and there was plenty to be 
shared, thank you to all who baked a cake.

The hall was filled with local children who en-
joyed the Fun-Force entertainer (with many parents 
joining in), there was live music whilst we served a 
‘Jubilee tea’ to the children and the adults tucked 
into fresh cooked burgers and hot dogs with a glass 
or two. Adella Lithman presented the trophy for the 
painting competition, won by Amy Adshead for her 
picture of a very regal Queen with her arms by her 
side but giving a cheeky ‘thumbs up’, a big thank 
you to all children who took part. The tractor rides to 
the church were very popular and we are very grate-
ful to John Grimmer for the loan of his tractor and to 
Ben and Linda Underdown who organised the rides.

In the evening we were treated to a display of 
close-up magic, where a blank pack of cards became 
printed, and ladies wedding rings somehow ap-
peared attached to our magicians car keys? 

Mrs Gapp won the grand programme draw prize 
and many people took home fantastic raffle draw. 
prizes (donated by local people and businesses)  

Everyone enjoyed themselves and it was an op-
portunity to meet people and make new acquaint-
ances. There was a lot of interest in the photographs 
of the village newly displayed in the hall and if any-
one has others we can copy and display we would 
like to hear from you.

2012 is set to be a memorable year and we 
should all enjoy it in the face of all the troubles 
in the world. There are many local and national 
events and don’t forget the regular clubs that run 
in the hall, you might like to meet people at the 
Monday club, at bowls on a Friday or relax at one 
of the regular yoga sessions (for information go to  
www.tivetshallvillagehall.org.uk )       

This article, about a happy event, is tinged with very 
deep sadness; one of our Jubilee committee members 
(and a parish councillor), Paul Vincent, was recently 
killed in a motor accident, our thoughts go out to 
Marie and his family.

Tivetshall Community Primary school
We have again been very busy at the school.

We enjoyed Easter by cooking Easter jelly treats; 
learning some Easter vocabulary in German and our 
annual Easter garden competition. This was again 
judged by Mrs Drury (not an easy task!) and won 
by Tia Kidd. We ended the celebrations with a BBQ.

Also in the last week of last term we had a very 
interesting day out in Ipswich. We spent the morn-
ing at the Hindu mandir (temple) as the culmina-
tion of a term’s RE topic on Hinduism. The children 
were able to ring bells, light candles and listen to the 
blowing of a ceremonial horn as well as listening 
to an interesting talk and look at statues of Hindu 
gods. They were then treated to drinks and biscuits. 

In the afternoon we went to the Ipswich museum. 
The children were especially excited by the life-sized 
mammoth and giraffe, but also enjoyed exhibits on 
The Romans, The Anglo-Saxons and World War II. 
It was a warm day and many children fell asleep on 
the way home.

Earlier this term we were invited to the village 
green to watch our time capsule buried beneath the 

village sign as part of the Diamond Jubilee Celebra-
tions. We had written, and drawn pictures, all about 
school life in 2012.

The netball team continued a very successful sea-
son with a 7–0 victory against Bressingham and a 
12–0 win against North Lopham which meant that 
we came second in the league. The whole school 
community is very proud of the team. Thanks again 
to Mrs Kidd and Mrs King for giving so freely of 
their time to coach and support the team.

The children in Year 2 and 6 have been busy with 
SATs but the Year 6 children found time to organise 
a party with fun party games, music and food to cel-
ebrate the end of the externally marked tests. 

Towards the end of May we enjoyed a wonder-
ful, sunny afternoon at our annual Teddy Bears’ 
Picnic when we welcomed our new children. All 
of our school community enjoyed delicious cakes 
cooked by Mrs Brown and Class 1 – and everybody 
brought their teddy bears!

We rounded off the half-term with a Jubilee Tea 
Party in the school hall when sixty people from the 
school and village enjoyed delicious sandwiches and 
cakes prepared and cooked by the children. 

The new half-term began with a morning learning 
how to stay safe around medicines and the dangers 
of smoking. Many thanks to The Matthew Project 
for assisting us again with our safety days.

We enjoyed our annual flower arranging competi-
tion during the first week. The silver cup was award-
ed for the 62nd year – this time to Tia Kidd.

As we approach the end of the school year we are 
looking forward to Sports Day and our annual Ac-
tivity Week and camp night.

We hope that you all have a restful summer.
The pupils and staff of Tivetshall Primary 

winFarThing news

all saints’ Primary school
All Saints’ Primary is fast approaching the end of 
term. June and July have been extremely busy with 
lots of enrichment activities. 

The school was lucky in early June with a sports 
day and family barbecue. Children worked collabo-
ratively in house teams before taking part in com-
petitive races. The event was a huge success and 
finished with toddler and parent races. 

Also in sports week All Saints’ and St Andrew’s 
had a circus skills day with Steve Spud. This was 
very popular and gave children opportunity to learn 
new skills such as juggling, Diablo and plate spin-
ning. Children also enjoyed ice lollies purchased by 
the School Council in the afternoon. 

Despite the overcast weather, the Home School 
Association organised a wonderful summer fayre. 
There were a range of bands which kept visitors en-
tertained and activities included face paints, bouncy 
castles and slides and refreshments. 

Celebrating the Olympics, years 1, 2, 3 and 4 took 
part in a county sporting event at UEA! This meant 
an early start for all involved, but gave opportunity 
to try new sports. 

Year 5 have been fortunate to have the opportu-
nity to take part in a Problem Solving Day at Diss 
High School, Year 4 a poetry day and year 5 and 6 
and Early Years ICT activities. 

The netballers proudly received the trophy for 
the second year running, winning the Small School 
League! Well done girls. 

All Saints’ is now putting together a leavers’ ser-
vice for the end of term, when it says goodbye to 9 
children who will be moving on to High School. All 
staff, children and governors wish them the very 
best of luck in the future. 

If you would like further information about All 
Saints’ Primary, or wish to bring your child to visit, 
please do not hesitate to contact the school on 01379 
642767 or by e-mail head@allsaints-diss.norfolk.
sch.uk We would love to hear from you! 

Louise Norgate:Executive Head Teacher for All 
Saints’ and St Andrew’s Partnership
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From the Registers
Bressingham Group

BAPTISMS 
Christopher philip lee Knights 10th June 

Roydon
laila Jennifer may Flack 10th June Roydon
 
WEDDINGS 
mathhew Williams to ella Killaspy 26th 

May Roydon
Brett tinkley to michelle garrard 23rd 

June Roydon
 
FUNERALS/MEMORIALS 
James howard 28th May Roydon
dorothy may Betts 21st June Roydon
angela Brooke 24th July Bressingham

Winfarthing Group

FUNERALS
Winnie Yallop 31st May Gissing
maureen popp 8th June Tivetshall

WEDDING
alistair shreeve and laura harper 7th July 

Winfarthing

BAPTISMS
austin and lawrence pilch 8th July 

Gissing

INTERMENT OF ASHES
Winnie Yallop 12th July Gissing


